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TO 



SIR JOHN ELIOT, 

BAXrOK£T. 



y< 



snt^ 

I SHOULD but affiront a heart 
which finds its first pleasure in obliging^ 
by asking a formal pennisaion to publish 
its merits, which done could induce me 
to surprise you with this address. Time 
ttnd distance may hare erased the authw 
firom your memory, but ndther can ob- 
literate fix)m h«rs the gratitude due to a 
Gentleman, who^ uniting qrmpathy with 
science, and generosity with both, be- 
comes to the sufiering a subordinate 
providence. Indebted to your firiendly 
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endeavours^ till my heart is as cold as 
those even your skill could not save, I 
shall always remain, 

Yetir li%h)3r obliged, 

HumUe servant, 

Bath, SOPHIA LEE. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Not being permitted to publisli the means 
which enriched me with the manuscript 
from whence the following tale is extract- 
ed, its simplicity alone can authenticate it. 
I make no apology for alteriog the hm- 
guage to that of the present age, since the 
obsolete style of the author would be fre- 
q^aently unintelligible. A wonderful co- ^ 
incidence of .events stamps the narration 
at least with probability, and the reign of 
Elizabeth was that of romance. If this 
lady was not the child of fancy, her fate 
caix hardly be paralleled ; and the Mne of 
which shp came has been marked by an 
eminent historian, as one distinguished 
alike by splendour and misery. 

The characters interwoven in this story 
agree, in the outline, with history ; and if 
love, or friendship, veil a fault, or irradiate 
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a virtue, it is but reasonable to allow of a 
weakness all feel in some particular in- 
stance. As painting can only preserve the 
most striking characteristics of the form, 
history perpetuates only those of the soul ; 
while too often the best and worst actions 
of prince proceed from partiaUties and pre- 
judices, which live in their hearts, and are 
buried with them. 

The depredations of Time have left 
chasms, in the story, which sometimes only 
height^i the pathos. An inviolable rbspect 
for truth would not permit me to attempt 
connecting these, even where they ap- 
peared faulty. 

To the hearts of both sexes nature has 
enriched with sensibility, and experience 
with refinement, this tale is humbly oflfer- 
ecl^ in the persuasion such will fii^ i( 
worthy their patronage. 
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THE RECESS. 



PART I. 



Tto Adelaide Marie de Montmorenei. 

-A.FTER a long and painful journey 
through life, with a heatt exhausted by 
afflictions, and ej^es which can no longer 
supply tears to lament them, I turn my 
every thought toward that grave on the 
Verge of which I hover. Oh \ why then, 
too generous friend, require me to live over 
vny misfortunes ? Such has been the pe- 
culiarity of my fate, that though tortured 
with the possession and the loss of every 
tie apd hope that exalt or endear huma- 
nky, let but this feeble frame be covered 
the dust from which it sprung, and 
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no trace of my ever having existed would 
remain, except in the wounded consciences 
of those who marked me out a solitary vie* 
tim^to the crimes of tny progenitOTS'ribr 
surely I could never merit by my own the 
misery of living as I have done— of dying 
as I must do. 

Alas ! yoi}r partial affection demands a 
memorial which calls back to being all the' 
sad images buried in my bosom, and opens 
anew every vein of ray heart. Yet con- 
summate misery has a moral use, and if 
ever these sheets reach the public, let tte 
r^piner at little evils learn to be juster to 
his God and himself, by unavoidable com- 
parison. But am I not assuming an inso- 
lent consequence in thus admonishing? 
Al^s ! it is the dear-bought privilege of the 
unfortunate to be tedious I 

My life x»mmenced with an inddent so 
extraordinary, as the following facts alone 
could incline any one to credit. As soon 
as capable of reflecti<Hi, I found myself, 
and a sister of my own age, in an apart«« . 
ment with a lady, and a maid advanced in 
years* Every day funiished us with what* 
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^v^ was necessary fer sitbsktehce or im* 
pTOvement, supplied asit sei^ined by soma 
ifivisUde hand ; for I rarely misused either 
V of the few who comoQionly surrounded ma 
^his Recess eould not be called a cave, bet- 
csause it was composed of vano^ rooms; 
arid the stones were obviously onited by 
labour ; yet every room whs distinct^ snd 
divided from the resrt by ti^ vaulted passage 
.with many ataks, while our light proeeed*- 
ed fix)m small easements of painted gkss^ so 
infinitely above our reach thait we could 
never seek a world beyond; and sodim» 
that the beams of the sun wa*e almost a 
noreky to us when we quitted this retire- 
ment These remarks occurred as pur 
minds unfolded; fcH* at fir^ we were oon^ 
tent, through habit and ignorance^ nw once 
bestowed a thought on surrounding objects. 
The lady I have mentioned called us het 
children, and caressed us both with panin^ 
tal fondness^ Blest with every gentle 
dbarm, it is not wonderful she folly po&. 
sessed the affections of those who kad^ no 
one else to idolize. Every- morning we 
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met in a larger rckmi than the rest, wi 
a very venerable man performed mass» . 
tx)hcluded with a discourse calculated 
endear retirementi' From him we learn, 
that there was a terrible large place called 
,the world, where a few haughty individuajl^ 
cdmmanded miserable millions, whom( a 
few artful ones made so ; and that Provi- 
idenee.had graciously rescued us from both» 
^or could we ever be sufiiciently grateful. 
Young hearts teem with unfbrmed idea% 
arid are but too susceptible .of elevated and 
entbusiastie impressions^^ Time gave this 
man insensibly an influence over us, as a 
^iperior being ; to which his appearance 
greatly contributed. Imagine a tall and 
^objust figure habited in black, and marked 
•by a conomanding austerity of manners^-^^ 
His features bore the traces of many sor- 
Tpw«, and a kind of early old age, which 
interested every observer. The fire and no- 
bility of his eye, the gracefulness of his de- 
.cay, and the faeart*affecting solemnity of 
his voice, 

fPTiile en his reverend temples grew , 
Tfi^ blossoms of the grave^ 
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gate an authority alindst irresddible* ta fa« 
tber Antlioiiy, as we called himiroinliear- 
ing our mamma do sb ; to whom we under« 
stood he was brother. ' He usually partook 
onr dinner, and from that time till the next 
morning Tamshedy forweknew not how or 
where he went. The interval we passed 
in little useful worics, or in conversation 
with Mir mamma; whose dnly employqjent 
was that of forming our min& fionr the world 
we were taught to dread. Ske waa our 
world, and all the tender afiEections; of 
which I have since proved my heart so full, 
ccsitered in her and my sister. Time and 
sorrow had given a wan ddlicacy to fea^ 
tures exiquisitely regular,, while the sofb 
symmetry of Mrs* Marlow's person united 
to every common idea of beauty and ele- 
gance a femimne thdiplesmess^ which is, 
when unaffected, the most interesting of 
all charms. Her temper was equal, and 
her understanding enriched by a most ex^ 
tensive knowledge, to which she was every 
day adding by, perpetual, study* Inclined 
strongly by nature to serious reflection, and 
all her &vourite employments, I used 'to 



pass those hoars at ber si<]e £iIifior deroted 
to her play things, or to Alice, whose ni^-' 
mcny was ovefoho^ged with those nonrv^ 
lous tales dbildijefi always deSgfat in. A9 
our idea6 .every day iexpanded, we thought 
mope and niore Jtoaweniing our origih and 
<mt im^^nKmooBK^ We ktiiew tb«t &ttber 
Anthony GonstHiitly disappeared, but urbi*» 
ther was a aeeitet beyond our eorapvehai-^ 
sicm ; fear in all our researefaes we had never 
foii^nd a door except those o$»mnon to 1^ 
famiiy^ and which shut us &om*he worid; 
EUiiKH-^ whose liTeiy ifceiagination tetuMy 
imbibed therxHEDantic and ertra^agaitt, 
eonjecturad that !we wene in the power of 
some giant ; nay^ sjaxii was her disgu«t to 
father Anthony, that she sometimes ajK 
po-diended he was a magician, and would 
one iday' or i^ther devour us. I had a ver3r 
di^rent idea, and> &nci|3d our iietreat a 
hallowed eird^ to iseelnde us. fyom the* 
\9icked, iwhttd &ther Anthony appeared to 
me our gnardtain geuius. liVequently we 
by agreement tnfcenfogated Aiice, wl)o,' 
thoiugh iftmd to the coMtnon degree? of an- 
old ftufse^f both, ;but more especi^jr Kl« 
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len, resisted those little arts nature herself 
inspires. Our mamma we now and then 
ventured to sound, but her gravity always 
disccxicerted us, and we retreated from a 
vain attempt. 

She once absented herself fourteen days, 
and left us to our own conjectures, in a 
spot truly cheerless. Fart of the time we 
apent in searching once more for a door, 
jBXvi the rest in childish lamentations fot 
her loss, whidi Alice still assured us would 
be but a temporary one. Inflexible in the 
disdiarge of her duty, that domestic still 
persisted in locking chit apartment every 
day after dinner^ at which time all who 
had occasion, doubtless, passed in and out 
of the Recess. 

Being deprived of the customary * re- 
source, books, to amuse a part of our me- 
lancholy leisure, we mutually agreed to in^- 
vent tales from the many whole-length pio- 
tures which ornamented the best room, 
and to take them as they came alternately. 
£llinor readily invaited a ludicrous story 
upon the portrait of an old man, which 
made os both laugh heartily » I turned my 
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eyes to consider what I should, say aboot 
the next; they rested on the figure of a 
man of noble raien ; his dress I then knew 
no name for^ but have since found to be 
armour ; a page held his helmet, and hi» 
hair, of a pale brown, fell over his shoul- 
ders. He was surrounded with many eni- 
blenxs of martial merit, and his eyes, which 
seemed bent on me, were full of tender 
sweetness. A sentiment of veneration; 
mingled with surprising softness, pierced 
my soul at once ; my tongue faltered with 
d nameless idea, and I rested my head 
against the shoulder of my sister. That 
dear girl turned to me with quickness, and 
the beam of her eye was like that of the 
picture. I surveyed her over and over, 
•and found in every feature the strongest 
resemblance ; when she frowned, she had 
all bis dignity ; v/hen she smiled, all hfs 
sweetness. An awe I could not conquer 
made me unable to form any tale oh that 
subject, and I directed my attention to- 
wards the next. It represented a lady in 
the flowar of youth, drest in mbuming, 
and seeming in every feature to betimufked 



» 

1^ sorrow ; a black veil half shaded a c6^ 
ronet she wept over.. ! If the last picture 
awakened veheratiofi, this seaned to call 
forth a thousand melting sensations; the 
tears rushed involuntarily into our eyes^ 
and, clasping,, we wept upon the bosoma 
of eacli other.i— •* Ah, who can these be ?** 
cried nve both together. ** Why do our 
hearts thus throb before inanimate canvas ? 
Surelj^ every thing we behold is* but ]>art 
of one great mysteiy '^ when will the day 
eome; destined to clear it up ?" We walk- 
ed arm in arm round, and moralized upoa 
every portrait, but none interested us like 
these ; we were never weary of surveying 
or talking about them ; a young heart is^^ 
frequently engrossed by a favourite idea,,, 
amid all the glare of the great world ; nor 
is it then wonderful ours were thus pos<^ 
sessed, when entombed alive in siich a nar-^ 
row boundary. I knew not why, but we 
fived in the presence of these pictures as if 
they had understood us, and blushed when 
we were guilty of the slightest folly. 
. The moment our mamma returned,^ we>' 

B.3. 
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flew into her amis, and interrupted her ten* 
der curesses 'with importunate inquiries 
ooncemmg these &voniite pietures. She 
regarded tis with astonisl^m^it^-^ier ^eyiea 
filled with tears, and she bade its leave her 
to reeover hersdf alone; Shortly after she 
iumhfioned Alice, and held with her a con-i 
versation which restored her tranquillity 9 
but «be carefully avoided our inquiries, en* 
deayonring to diversify onr hours by irm^ 
sj|o, drawing, poetry, geography, and every 
ernamental branch of education. When-* 
e^er we verged towards a hint about the 
retreat^^** Wait, my dear girls," she would 
9ay, ^ the appoints houri^-^alas ! one may 
follow it, when you wfll wish yourselves 
still uninformed/'-~Impressed by these 
words with an undefinable melancholy^ 
our years passed on till womanhood ap^ 
proached. 

Pardon me if I linger over these scenes ; 
alas ! I have but few such to relate, and 
they are all of my life upon which my heart 
dares to pause. How are we bom to in** 
venfe^ur own miseries I We start forward 
from the goal of youth fearless and impa- 
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tieot, Bor kiiow tlie heights and d^ptihs 
t^ro^gh which we must labour, oppressed 
in turn by every element, and often over*. 
vhe|in)ed with that most insupportable of 
all burthens, our own dissatisfied souls. 
How have I wept the moment I quitted 
the li^oes^ — a moment { then lived but ia 
the hope of! To be always erring is the 
-weakness of humanity, and to be always 
.fepenting, its punishment-^Alas! could 
we learn wisdom without experience, man,- 
kind woi)ld perhaps be too happy. 

Father Anthony in time ingratiated 
himself with us, by his continual remon?- 
i^trances i^gainst our being shut up in a 
place which bounded our ideas so rnuch^ 
that he despaired of making us comprehend 
half qf what he taught us. We seconded 
hi^i advjb^ with endless entreaties. Our 
mamma, whcf was persuasion itself in her 
own person, was not proof against it in tiiat 
cf another. — ** Alas, my children T would 
she often say» ^ by what fatality do yon so 
passionately desire to leave a home you 
will hereafter remember with a {deasur^ 
jfuU of regret ? In vain you would rieturn 
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to it — ^you will lose a taste for the franqnfl 
enjoyments this solitude offers, without 
perhaps finding any to supply them. Yet 
far be the selfish weakness from liiy heart 
of punishing you, even for your welfare. 
You shall see this admired world. May 
it ever please you as it will at first sight t*f 

We embraced her with youthful trans- 
port, and then each other—" We shall go 
at last,** exclaimed both together — ** we 
shall see many more like ourselves !" 

** What say you, children ?** cried she; 
** ah ! you will see few iildeed like your- 
selves." 

The next day was appointed for our en- 
franchisement We packed and unpacked 
our little luggage fifty times over, for mere 
employment, till the appointed hour came; 
when we were summoned to the chamber 
of our only fnend, who was walking about 
apparently agitated with a secret. 

Are you grieved, mamma,'* cried I, 

that we are going to be happy?* 

'• Ah, no, Matilda ! I am grieved be^ 
cause I think you are just ceasing to be so. 
In this peaceful solitude I could supply to 
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you every lost relation— the adopted chil- 
dren of my hearty I stood betwec^i you and 
a fate at once distinguishei^ obscure, and 
affecting: Alas f why do you wsest your- 
selves and your seo^et from me ? Why do 
you ofaMge rae to tell you, you must never 
more call me any thing but Mrs. Marlow ?'' 

**^ Never more caE you mamma !" sighed 
I, incoherently ; •* who then are ourparents?*' 

^ Yeu have no fether : he who gave you 
existence sleeps in; the bosom of God." . 

" Oiu' mother—*" 

*^ Lives — but not for yeu^ — inquire no 
fiirther; let this specimen of knowledge 
teac^ you to fear it. When, the time re^ 
quires it, I shall disclose your whole stoiy 
—weep no mope,^ my lovely, my affecting 
girls !' I h;»ve lost but a name, for my n^ 
ture i^ unalterable,. All who will see- us 
know that I never was married, which ab- 
solutely compelled me to .this discovery. 
But I dare believe they will rely on my 
rectitude, and welcome^ you by whatever 
appellation I shall think proper to give you. 
Reasons you will hereaft^jc know, induce 
me always to conceal a retn^ wWe aloD^ 
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I could have Md ymi, ahd both must,, ere 
we leave it, sokmiiiy promise nevei: to di$^ 
close the secret," 

Chilled with thU awful preparatioBr our 
desire of liberty Tanished ; we felt likelinki^ 
struck from the diain of creation^ and $tiU 
with restless minds explored the remainder 
of a mystery whidi we wept by anticipa^ 
tion. " She lives^ but not for you P' wer& 
words whose sound vibrated to my heart,, 
while pleasure danced around me, and the 
doubt attending the future c^n robbed 
the present of enjoyment. 

After we had made at her knees the sftriet 
promise required, she muffled our &ces,and 
taking my' hand, as Alice did my sister's^ 
led us through many cold passages for some 
minutes, when nnblBding our eyes, we 
found ourselves in a noble dcMster. We 
-ffew' into the garden it bordered^ and how 
4Strong was the impression of the scene be^ 
fore us i from the mansion,^ wiiich stood 
on a hill, spread a rich arnl fertile valley, 
mingled with thickets, half^seen' or dus^ 
tered hamlets, while through the Uving;^ 
landscape flowed & dear river. 
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w trf to the mcsm ' 



T fie liquid serpent drew Ins silver truin^ 

The sun was sitiking, involved' in swell, 
ing waves of gold and purple, upon whom 
we almost gazed ourselves Uind ; for though 
we had often read and heard of his efful- 
gence, the Author of universal being can 
alone display it. Imagination, madam^ 
may sometimes surpass the wonders of art; 
but those of nature leave all ima^nation 
far behind. 

Mrs. Marlow led us through the abbey^ 
which might rather be called a palace : it 
was erected upon the ruins of a monastery 
destroyed at the Reformation, and still was^ 
called by the name of St. Vincent. It had 
all the Gothic magnificence and elegance,. 
and we learnt with pleasure that Mrs. Mar- 
low> the sister of its owner, lord Scroope^ 
was considered by.every servant as its mis- 
tress. A noble apartment within hers was^ 
allotted for us, and the charms of the new 
world mingled with our melancholy reve- 
ries, alike destroying our repose. The ris- 
ing of the sun, whose first beams gilt out 
windows, roused u& entirely. Methinks.J 
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vfbSie I expatiateoa these trifles^ time seemsR 
suspended,, and the scene still living before 
XBe. The rich 4ew-drops^those jewels with 
which nature decks her bosom ^.glittering tcx 
the rajs, that wandered over the grass--^the 
various anknals. that seemed toderiveadaily: 
existence from, the return of that glorious, 
orb — the morning hymn of the winged Cre- 
ation, all united to awaken our gratitude,, 
and humble us before the Author of our be* i 

ing. — " Accept, oh God,*' ivould we cry^ 
spontaneously,." the adoration of two hearts, « 
who know no. claim in this mighty uni- 
verse but thee ! oh deign, to bless the de- 
sire of doing right with the power! and i€ 
sorrow only is our portion,, sanctify it with, 
resignation; so when tiine delivers up to 
eternity,, hope may be our conductor !" 

We were delighted Mjith a playful group- 
of fawns and deer, with whom we longed 
to frolic^ and stole through Mrs^ Mario w's 
chamber into the park, by a passage she had 

^ pointed out to us the day before. What 
••'•was oup surprise when, we saw tliose with 

' whom we had. in idea mingled, were larga 
l^erce creatures,.and that had they not run 
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from ul, we must from thera ; that every 
bird feared its natural protector, and that 
man lived in a continual warfare with every 
thing in creation, even to his own species i 
I am tedious, and raust have done with 
these puerilities, which yet on reflection 
yield the purest pleasures of our lives. Mrs. 
Marlow soon procured for us the best in- 
structors in every art and science that re- 
mote residence afforded, and, by her own 
example, gave an elegant finish to our man* 
ners, precept never cah. Extremely de- 
tached, by our situation, from Society, we 
easily discerned that Mrs. Mwlo w \Vas will- 
ing we should be so ; for she frequently ex- 
pressed anxiety at the thoughts of lord 
Scroope's return, who, I understood, had 
been sent ambassador to the Hague froin 
queen Elizabeth. Our masters, our serr 
vants, and the various rustics who tenanted 
the estate, met in the chapel of St. Vin- 
cent's Abbey once a- week, and those were 
aU our intercourse with society. On the 
evening of every Sunday we regularly went 
to the cell of father Anthony, which was 
a cot raised by lord Scroope (to whom he_ 
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fttood in the same rel«tiori as Mrs* Marlow)^ 
on tlie verge of a l^rge wood that sheltered 
tiie mansion behind. Here, wbfle we were 
indulged with all those simple repasts no-^ 
velty gives charms to, our minds were en- 
larged by conversations on every thing sub^ 
lime or instruotive. If benevoi^nce drew 
Mrs. Marlow abroad, she made us always 
her companions, and gave her alms hot 
through our hands, ordering us ever to add 
some mite of our own, in proportion to 
our means. Avarice is rarely the vice of 
youth ; at least, If I may judge by my own 
heart ; for theehief joy xrf receiving, to mes, 
was that of giving. Nor could oharitjr 
have descended to earth in a more lovdy 
form than Mire. Marlow'g. At a tide of 
distress, her eyes assumed a melting be- 
nignity rarely seen, and never described \ 
'.% while her approach gave that pleasure to 
every suflferer, one should feel at the vifd- 
ble presence of a guardian angel. 

Three years elapsed in this manner ere 
lord Scroope returned ; and when he did^ 
he was so deeply engaged in politics, that 
the various ptesentt he continually sent 



from Loiidoii, made to m the only differ* 
woe, 

Stfll tbe«dd sound—" Yow mother live* 
%Jjiit loot JS» you!" rung through ot» 
hisartfi ;QQes(9k^)y ; still we equaUy desk* 
ed to tdiaoover the Beee9s» and wandered 
t^rongfo St Vineeat's Abbey with the 
mm oitfiosity we onee before did through 
oiir retiminefit. The wore we refleeted, 
the mcwe we were oonylAped that it musk 
be near nni h^ the i*e«|N3d; we bad for Mrs* 
Marlow's i9olenin in^imctioits* sefded our 
lips to every servant, and we lieTW were 
flowed to rftml^ unattead^. 

Mr^ .Maflpw^ ea^Aaed with the pwreit 
prtiid^le9« justly oooeeived harness thef 
)iiel^e»t Mae of luiderstaxwiing, and bent her 
whole atbwtiQn towards eoavmchig iis^ 
that the faibe app<»hted us was the most de^ 
$if^e in the world.-^" Here," would she 
8»y, ^' in a happy retirement, ftee alike from 
the drudgeries dt high or low life, peace 
and ItmooeEiee becalm . your hearts, and 
Uoom on your cheeks. Uiienvying and 
uiketivted as now« may that snaooiiesQi .find 
you none can avoid ! Ah, how unlike the 
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erime^ and miseries of a court ! There ybix 
can have no vice so injurious to yourselves' 
as candour— no merit like hypocrisy. Love 
and friendship are unknown> and their 
names made use of but to Entrap the un- 
wary. Women who have beauty are de- 
iStroyed by it, and all who have not are 
neglected. The gifts of man take place 
q£ the gifts of God, and money alone con- 
stitutes jnerit. — ^Ah ! never, never, my dear 
girls, can you enopgh bless that indul- 
gent Providence wiikh withdraws you 
from the danger I" 

Shall I confess my vanity? When i 
looked in the glass^ I did not think I should 
be neglected, even at court I had no op^ 
portunity of forming any just comparison 
indeed ; for the rustics aroimd tis, scowhed 
with toil, had only charms, enougb left to 
shew what they might have been with care; 
The clearness of my complexion, and the 
delicacy of m^ features, left rate no equal 
but my sister : nay, even our habits, tbougli* 
ofken only of a finer camblet than theirs, 
were made in so diflferent a manner, that 
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Hi^y did not appear.to be composed of the 
<saine materials. 

However disposed to profit by the advice 
of our more than parent, Heaven did not 
permit us tp be happy. The clouds broke 
at once over our heads ; Mrs. Marlow, our 
^tt)ly tie on earth, and th^^ore doubly 
prized, was seized with a fever ; the more 
dangerous, because it was not violent enough 
at first to appear so. To. paint our distrac- 
tion would be a vain attempt. Kneeling 
on each side of her bed, for fourteen days 
and nights, we by tears and inward suppli- 
cations persecuted the Almighty. Affec- 
tionately attached to us, she struggfed for 
our sakes with the disoi:der, till having 
worn her down to a skeleton, it began, at 
last to abate ; but notwithstanding every 
effort of art, could never be eradicated. 
Scarce had we breathed after this distress, 
when an express from London delivered a 
packet to M\*s. Marlow, which occasioh^ 
her instantly to summon father Anthony ; 
they remained in consultation for sc»ne 
4ime, when they bade Alice otdet us in- 
«tmitly to join them. 
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'' My eyidrenr'* sOi W», Marbw^ ftliUp- 
ly, '* an unf(N*eseen event obliges m <$fiee 
mcvetpretive to die Recess/ Everything 
is at this moment preptrifng fof our rat^p^ 
tioQ. You are now at years to jiidge of 
the importance of its eoncealmenti nor ndU 
I longer make it a lofystery. But Mfhf 
thus aflKct yourselves for a temporary re^ 
straint ? If I am wilfing, for your sakes, 
to be carried thither, like a corpse i»to a 
tomb, surely you will not be so ungeneftHis 
as to vent one selfish lamentation ?*' 

£fFeetuaUy siknoed by this noble re^ 
proof, we collected, in confusion and grief, 
our (^tbes and ornaments ; when, return- 
ing to h^ room, we found there fether An«- 
thony, an old domestic called James, Alice, 
UDd the housekeeper, who, having dispers*- 
ed the other servants, preceded us toa ^x>re- 
room on the ground-floor, and opening a 
press, un&$tei^ a false back, wbieh con:* 
ducted ua into a doset^ dark, but for our 
i^^r^es^ She then lifked a p^rt of the floor, 
fitted very neady, md discovered a narrow 
^ir ^f stairs, down which we went, leavw 
ing her behind, and eflbctually seenredMu^ 



THE sxcxsa. ta 

selvn by.boliking^ it findly on the inside. 
We p^tssed through several subterranecnxs 
p»Sage8 built on arches, atard preserved from 
damps fay cavities which passed tbn>a^ 
erery statue that OTnamented the garden, 
till at last we reached our prison. . Bat 
judge of my astonishment, when I fotrnd 
the so often-sought entrance was a door of 
the size of that piHtrait whidi* first gave 
me such singular sensations, and which I 
perceived was made to fall together, with 
a ^ring almost imperceptible ! 

Father Anthony silenced the exelama*^ 
tions I would have made, and drew me at 
once to Mrs. Marlow, who, pale and life^ 
less with the ifatigue of this removal, gave 
additional terrors to the moment. Whe«* 
ther the agitation of her mind had increase 
ed her malady, or it was originally beyond, 
cure, I know not *, but saw, with speechless 
affliction, from the moment of our return 
to the Recess, that she would never leave 
it alive. Enclosed in solitude, without 
sufficient air, attendance, or advice, we be* 
held her finish her generous attachment to 
u$f by resolutely resitting our entreaties. 
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. " Let uiS; quit this dreary plac^," I would 
say, " if but for a cottage. Let us not, in 
losing you, have . the cruel aggravation 
of contributing to so great a nifKfortune. 
Oh ! what more can we have to fear than 
the loss of all we love ?" 

" Why, why, my children," returned 
she, " thus embitter a cogamon fate ? Can 
I, who have voluntarily passed my youth 
in a tomb, dread to bury my dust in it ? 
You know my ophiion is singular, nor do 
I think man could avert the stroke when 
God recalls us, however wise or willing* 
If I had been taken earlier frpm you, iii^ 
deed, lieavy to, all must have been the ca- 
lamity; but after having taught you to 
live, there remains this only lesson, and my 
duty is complete; you now are enabled to 
„ judge for yourselves, confide in God, and 
he will not desert you," 
;.^ ** Alas!" would I cry, drowned in tears, 
" from your eye alone have we learnt when 
we did any thing aright ; we shall no longeir 
know good from evil when that dear eye 
is closed.'* 

'< Matikbt^r replied i^, with a sdiemn 
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air, ^ remember only when you are oailed 
to any importent action, to ootisuH your 
heart ui solitude ; God has placed in that 
heart an uTierring in(»iitor, and if we hear 
not the small still voice, it is because we 
dvown it in the noise of the world ; then 
dball we meet again to part ^)iQ more; then, y( 
at the tribunal of the Most High, I shall 
^adly say—* These creatures, oh Lord,, 
didst thou entrust to my care unsullied, 
behold even so I restore them." 

Rising up as she pronounced these words, 
^e held a hand of each of us to her heart, 
while her eyes streamed with a kind of * 
glory when lifted towards her Creator. 
Never did I see such an animated figure ; 
her soul seemed that moment bursting 
frota its beauteous mansion to join its sis- 
ter angels. 

** Matilda and. EUinor, my more than 
cinldren, you recollect," said she, '• I sup- 
pressed your curiosity once, by telling you, 
I would reveal your secret finally when 
the hour demanded it. That hour is come. 
^las ! I cannot but weep to remember, that 

VOL. X. c 
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a thousand interesting ideas are now going' 
to detach your affections from her who 
agonizes oyer you.*' 

We kissed her hand in speechless sor- 
row — " Tis true,'* continued she, ^^my- 
brother might hereafter disclose your story, 
but there are among its incidents, some thftt 
need the gentleness of a woman to telich 
you to bewail, without imitating. In this 
little history you will find the full motive 
of my retreat, and the means by which it 
was effected. 

" You already know I am sister to the 
present lord Scroope, but you know not 
that I derived my birth from the ill-judged 
zeal of my mother. Bred up a Papist, she 
,;ff^ no jsooner entertained a passion for lord 
^ * Spfoope, than she formed a design to con-? 
v^rt him to the Catholic religion. She 
was handsome, as I have always heard, and 
he was young; he affected to be sensible 
of her efforts, which redoubled her zeal. 
Sbe thought the love of Heaven alone ac- 
tuated her heart, but he took advantage of 
those moments, and she found too late 
*tbat she had sacrificed her own soul's wel- 
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&re to his indulgence : her relatioiis, who 
had the more encouraged her, as my fik 
ther was a great match in point of for* 
tune, exasperated at an error tliey ought 
rather to have charged themselves with, 
shut her up, and treated her witii the ut- 
most rigour. 

** In this terriUe situation she was deli- 
vered of me ; her relations took me instant- 
ly from her sight ; they wrapt me in the 
most disgraceful habiliments, and sent me, 
with a letter full of the J^tterest threats 
and taunts, to my father. Far, however, 
fix)m feeling that indifference very young 
men usually behold their ofl&pring witii, he 
received me as the first gift of Heaven, 
and, committing me to the charge of pro- 
per people, made me of no less consequence 
than if I had been his legitimate daugh- 
ter, and heiress of his estate. 

^' In the meantime my mother was 
kept in total ignorance of the fate of her 
child ; miserable in her own heart, and 
etern^Iy taunted for the disgrace she had 
brought on her family, she at length; re- 

c 2 



solved to make her escape to lord Seoope ; 
she eflfected it, and found in his house the 
tieastiM of all her hopes, her child ; but as 
dbe was not of an ^e to be ii^ependent, 
on her heme discovered by her kindred, 
she was again torn from his anus, and. I 
was for ever bereaved of a mother before I 
was sensible I had one. How often did 
my fiither repent his injustice to beri it 
bung heavy im his soul in life, and was 
most terrible in death. In vain he sought 
her, for never from that hour did Heaven 
permit the erring pair to meet. A few 
ycEirs afterwards he married, and had by 
his wife the present lord ; this drcum- 
stance, fiir from lessening his affection, en- 
deared me still mote to him : he remem- 
bered that I had no f<^une but from his 
bounty, no claim but cHti his heart. His 
lady having no more children^ began to 
consider sne as her daughter, and the mis- 
ftMTtune of my birth was almost forgotten. 
In this situation I gremu np, caressed l^ 
ail bis friends, loid/iidmired infinitely mop& 
than I deserved ; fort from the time my bro- 
ther grew of an age to appear in the world. 
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loidScroopc^had left St Vincenlf s Abbey for 
theopurt Many matehesoffered^c^ which 
my fatbier often entreated me to chooie. I 
however saw no man with a preference ; 
and as I was sensible my hesrt was too 
tender not to become partial, I wished to 
evade 9SI proposals till then. I bad in this 
interral the misfortune to lose my fotfaer, 
whose senses failing him in his last sick- 
ness, he had no power to make a niecesaary 
provision for me ; yet in this delirium he 
raved of nie and my mother continuaily. 
I felt this loss the lesa sensibly, as I was 
treated with the utmost generosity and 
tenderness by my bnotb^ and the dowager 
lady Seroope; but I found my train of ad- 
mirera diminish ap^ when one appeal^ 
who atoned in ray eyes for the loss of a 
thousand. He was a young West-Indian^ 
possessed of a considerable fortune^ an ami«- 
able person* and an untainted heart. When 
I say I loved him, I speak but coldly ; you 
will know bow weU hereafter. Mr. Ge)<- 
ville, for that was his name* was of a x^mc 
meter too tnuoh resembling the young lord 
Seroopei's* not to be favoured by him. He 
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proved by the generosity of his behavk>ur, 
the sincerity of his love ; neither the mis- 
fortune of my birth, or want of riches, di- 
minished his ardour ; but rather, cm the 
contrary, augmented it. His fortune was 
independent, and I was. not desirous of 
more than a very moderate compet^ioew 
The day of our marriage was fixed, and 
arrived equally wished by both. We were 
tmited in the presence of the lord and lady 
Scroope, who had loaded me with noble 
gifts. Our hearts were gay, and a large 
company assembled on the occasion, in- 
vented a thousand diversions. I w^ sit- 
ting after dinner at the head of the table, 
^ging, wheii a servant entered and w&i$- 
pered my husband ; he rose up, and follow- 
ed the man into the next room ; my eyes 
were industrious to find him, and as he left; 
the door open, I perceived him, from an 
opposite pier-glass, take a packet of letters 
from a stranger; he held them in his hand 
tiU I ceased singing, and then began read- 
ing; he ccHitinued to do so for some mi^ 
nutes^ when I saw his hand shake with 
great violence, which soon diminishing, he 
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fell to the ground. I ran to him in the 
utmost agitation-— he was cold and con- 
vulsed. I took up the papers, hut had 
not read half as far, before I was as insen- 
sible as himself." 

Mrs. Marlow was so affected at this 
passage, she had not power to proceed ; at 
last recovering, she held up her hands, 
while her fine eyes were drowned in tears, 
and r!q>eated — ^^Let me not, oh God, sincc^ 
I survived diat .moment, sink under the 
remembrance of it ! I must cut short de- 
sciipticm, .my childrai> on a circumstance 
which, so T^arly afiPeets my heart The 
letters were fixmi his mother; after telling 
him she had suffered him to depart with 
the more ease for England, as she wished 
to have an opportunity of declaring a se- 
cret to him, shame had long suppressed, 
and which her decaying health forbid her 
longer to conceal, she related the incidents 
of her life ; a few of which decided our fate, 
and convinced me that the same parents 
had given, birth to both. What a terrible 
discovery ! I shall pass over those events 
you already know,, and only mention, that 
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,on bdi^ fbroed by her tyreimical edotioRS 
from lord Scroope's houae, tfa^ seat her 
UDder the care of an luiclet hi the Spanish 
service, to the West Indies. Duiing tiie 
passage, she found herself again with child ; 
hM" kinsman, exaq>mtted at this ciraim- 
Btuice, used every means to prevail on her 
to many Mr. CcdviUe (a aettler wtme 
plantaticms joined his, and who was a pat^ 
.aesiger on board Uie ame vecsel), withont 
aeguainting him with her aituaUon. Fer- 
' secuted and distressed, she at last took a 
resolution, on the first occasion. t» dsclaic 
all to her lover. His assiduity fuitmhed 
her with one ere lon^ wluoh she did not 
n^ect As soon as he had oonquered Us 
surprise, he assured her she should never 
rep«it her generous oonfidmce in his ho- 
nour, which affected him the more sensibly 
as his friend would meanly have deceived 
him. He owned himself so attached, that 
^-she could give up fruitless hopes to par- 
'take his fortune, he would marry her di- 
i^ming any right frooi 
ut that of releasing bc^ 
of her kindred, and hoe- 
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tfinder ties xrbidi ohoe united us, and 
yrbkk neither time dot reason oDiild ever 
entirely ddssolve, I laid before faimtbe mo- 
tiv^es of my €onduct» and ootijiu^ him to 
believe, since I ODuld never be his, I never 
woiild be another^. Lady Scroope not 
beii^ able to prevail on me to return to 
London^ departed wiihout me» after ex- 
torting a procnise^ that I would think no 
more of a nunnery. She had left the Ab- 
bey three months* when she gave birth to 
the present iwd, to the inexpressiUe joy 
of her fafHsband. . To shew all the gratitude 
in my poww fer the £ivouis I had re- 
ceived both £rom lord Scroope and his mo- 
ther, I divided my fortune^ and insisted on 
their accepting halC &» a present to the 
young hein The gofierous Matilda would 
have retuimed it, but ber lord, more sensi- 
ble of the value of Bwuey, teeeived the 
gift. She repraached me for it, with that 
kind raillery Vrhicfa ftiends know how ix> 
Qiake so agreeable ; afae tokl me.the would 
cease to love me, sinoe the World would 
now calltier attacbment jutereafad. 
"^ In t|^ time of her absence, I sp«at 
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many hours in reviewing the ruins 
nvhich this place abounded; the gioomy 
'magnificence of those great remains of art 
was move suited to my sadness of soul than 
thesoftenand more varied scenes of. nature; 
the liking I^ had conceived for these places, 
doubtless, first caused the housekeeper to 
shew me the Recess. She had lived in the 
i family a vast number of years^ and knew 
thie secret How often had I walked 
through its rained aisles, without suspect- 
ing it could possibly contain one habitable 
spot! I will now, my dear chydven, es^ 
plain its situation and structure :-— It was 
•once inhabited by nuns of the order 
of St. Winified, Imt deserted before the 
abolition of convents, from its ruinous 
condition; in this situation it remained 
inany years,.shunnei by the country people, 
and devoutly visited by those travellers 
w^m chance or curiosity brought this 
< way. Wb^ the Reformation, in tiieiime 
4tf •Henry, robbed the monks of their vast 
idomains,' the ancestor of lord Scroope ob- 
tained this land id the king; he polled 
doum the mcmastery to erect a conveni^it 
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mansion in the same taste, and discovered 
a secret passage from thence to the con- 
vent; it was blocked up without being ge- 
nerally known, and the ruins left asan ad^ 
dition to the prospect ; nor till chance gave 
the communication a value, was it remem- 
bered. The nobleman who could obtain 
so vast a favour, 'tis needless to mention, 
plrofessed the refortned religion; but not 
able to forget that . in which he had been 
brought up, hU house became the asylum 
of niany of the unrevenued fathers : this 
ciroumstance being' noticed, be found his 
views in the world depended on his expel- 
ling them, wh^) Use secret passage occur- 
red to his remembrance. He had the stones 
removed cautiously by the holy fathers, 
and found the place well arched . and paved, 
fUld free from damps ; it terminated in a 
mom they supposed to hav^ been the re- 
fectory, and which still remained entire. 
They removed, by degrees, such acqommo^ 
dations as were necessary' into it, and tlu.- 
therithe refugees retired, bemg supplied 
with food from the Abbey : but finding 
themselves shut up in too small a place. 
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and in total waiit <^ ^nployment, tbey be- 
ffOk working un^er ground, and by degrees 
fiNrmed two other passages fix>m the Reoes% 
one of wfaM^h «nds in the hermif s cave^ 
where tb0 oldest of them lived, and the 
otha* in the saidrt of the ruins ; thus pro* 
viding against discovery, or rather secur- 
ing their esea{>e if that should happoi. In 
surveying the ruins, th^ found several 
places enclosed, and yet undemdished; 
ifom among those thc^ selected the few 
we have lived in,<^oosiiigtbem always de- 
parsted, to prevent suspidon. Thus, in a 
&w years, eadi fiither had his own cell, and 
a mcmastery was hid among the ruins of 
the convent At length, the severity of 
government abating, several of the monks 
ventured again into the world, and of the 
eight who made it their asylum, two only 
encfed tbeir days here. Lord Scroope, sen* 
siUie of the value of such a retirement^ 
iMrefully kept the secret when its inhabi- 
limts irere gone ; two s(nrvimts alone knew 
ftk, and they were fiuthfiil ; nor tiQ the 
housekeeper told me the stwy, had I m 
idea of such a place. 
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^ This aceoimt appeared to me ahnost 
JhbuIoQS ; the ruin was at l^ist half a mile "< 

ftom the mansion^ which then bad a vie^ 
of its rising plantations daily ^tninished, 
mi the wood became fFequented, or indeed 
passable only on the side near the hermit*9 
cave; I impatiently desired to explore the 
whole romantic secret. 

'^The hoiisekeeper did not delay a mo- 
ment to gratify my curiosity; she sum* 
moned an old servant who knew the way, 
with torci les, to lead me through the wind* 
mgs. The arched roof, which was, by some 
contrivance in the building, kept astonish* 
ingly free from damps, echoed to our very 
feet. The gloominess of the scene accord- 
ed with my ideas, and suggested a scheme, 
which I have since thought a providential 
one, to my mind. The divisions of the 
rocuns, the bare walls, and holes in the roof 
for air, displeased me ; but since my a£Peo* 
tion iar lord and lady Scroope debarred me 
irom devoting myself to a convent, I re* 
solved to fit this place up, and retire to it 
whenever the owners, with their guests, 
made St Vincent's Abbey toogay for ipe. 
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Three times I visited it, and . each time 
found my desire, greater. I discoursed 
with the old man, who, from a consid^" 
able reward I offered him, agreed, with the 
assistance of his son, who was a builder, to 
r^derthis a comfortable habitation/ I was 
unwilling to admit a third person into the 
secret, but soon di$covered. his son James 
was already acquainted with it. They di- 
rectly began lodging their implements in 
the cave, which was altered to give a feee 
to the whole. Thi*ee months made it 
what it now is. Charmed, with a device 
which I little foresaw would be useful to 
my friends, the housekeeper and my maid 
Alice, brought by my direction, every ne- 
cessary to the dark room, from whence the 
men fetched them. The time of my lord's 
retuni drew nigh, the place was aired, and 
my books and clothes sdready carried there; 
no sooner had I resigned the care of the 
family into the hands of my amiable sister, 
than I acquainted her with my intended 
retreat. Her surprise was extreme at see- 
ing how commodious we had rendered so 
sequestered a spot ; but being fearful,iNlie 
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opposed my resolution, of seeming to con* 
stedn me, she suffered me to indulge my 
faney. Hither then I retired, attended by 
Alice and James, the latter of whom lived 
in the cave to secure us from discovery, 
and furnish us every little convenience. 
This solitude, so suitable to the sadness of 
my soul, was inexpressibly agreeable to 
me; it bad all the advantages of a nunne- 
ry, without the tie to continue in it — a 
restriction the most Dkely to make retire- 
ment odious. My brother Anthony (with 
whom I constantly corresponded), charmed 
with the 'description of a spot so well cal- 
culated for hearts wounded like his and 
mine, assured me, instead of shutting him- 
self up in a convent, for which he felt he 
had no vocation, as soon as he thought he 
could brihg himself to consider me only as 
a sister, he would fix his residence in the 
cave. 

'* I had remained there two months, 
when a messenger arrived to recall lord 
Scroope to court ; the cause could not re- 
main a secret. Mary of Scotland, that 
beiailiful and unfortunate queen, who had- 
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been JoipriMnqd iby hffe ftolg^cto m an oc^ 
oessary to %he murder of bar hidsbftiid, bad 
found means to escape, ami implore tbe 
]^tection of EUzabitb. Tbe jealousy atid 
hatred that prinoess had long entertained 
for one so superior in those endowments 
most admired by herself, made this step 
excusable in Mary, only from the cruelty 
of her situation. But did not that very si- 
faiation entitle her to royal treatiiskent ? In 
Elizabeth, maoy noble qualities are min- 
gled with impatience, caprice, pride, and 
excessive vanity. Overjoyed ai getting a 
rival into her hands, doubly formidable^in- 
stead of offering Mary a princdy asylum, 
till, on the proof of her innocence, she 
should be restored to her crown» Elieabeth 
instantly made tbe queen of Scots sensible 
of her power, by dropping those ardent 
expressions of friendship and esteem with 
which all her letters had before been fiUed 
(most probably to hide the very reverse), 
and in3is^ting on her consenting to be tried 
by laws with which she was unacquainted^ 
and nevor yet subject to. It was to pco- 
piwe those harsh terms to Mary, the queen 



had s^nt ^r Uwd Scaroope ; ahe d^uti^ 
him, in concert ^itll the.dujc^ of Norfolk, 
.and several other lords commissioners, to 
receive from Mary her justification, and 
examine into the ^authenticity of the proofs. 
. " The deserted, nay, almost betrayed, 
queen of Scotland, too late found how litr 
tie the professionr of the great are to ,be 
relied on. She was now in a worse condi- 
tion than if she had still remained in ha: 
own country, and ^bmitted to laws by 
which she had governed. Compelled, by 
the severity of her fate, to bend to a wo- 
m^n but equal with herself — to become a 
posoner to a government she had never 
offended, and over which she was probably 
destined to reign; as a criminal, to at- 
tempt a justification before judges too 
probably ordered to condemn her, and, 
even if they avoided that, too politic to 
clear her innocence, and restore her free- 
. dom ; f<»* the queen of England had alrea- 
dy placed a number of people around her, 
who watched all her steps so cautiously, 
that they wmnted only the name to l». 
comeagaanL Amid all these fears and 
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4aily measuve. She liad teiUftiW ycR^Bg i» 
«he was, to submit ^it^ digtiity, ittid tte* 
MMid a degree of generosity, by not ^&Stth 
ing to doqbt ot finding it She l^mfiire 
rei^iired the queen's decision with conipo- 
^ure, delivered herself into lord Strodfie's 
iiands, and agreed to defer appearing be- 
^re her sister Elieabe^, till she couUl ap- 
pear with honour. 

<' This great event engrossed the atten- 
tion of all Europe. Various opinions were 
fonnedp and Elizabeth never found Mary 
^ore formidable than when in her power* 
jiU blamed her errors, but they pitied ber 
youth, and imputed many of them to inex- 
perience and £iults in her education. Her 
nncommon beauty, affkbility, el^ance of 
manners, and expression, were strongly 
commended by all who had seen her, and 
thobe who had not, listened to the tale 
with avidity, and reported it with increase. 
eEvery word in her praise was a dagger to 
,the heart of Elizabetli, and the unfortu- 
nate Mary's greatest crimes with her« were 
the grpces she reoeived firom natutu 



^ Lady Scrodpe had spent some of her 
early years in the French oouri Mary 
was too afikble and amiaUe not to engage 
every one for whom she had an inclination, 
and the fdendship she shewed for the lady 
Matilda would have made the separation 
the more afflioting, but that Mary, by the 
death, of Francis the Second, found Iver- 
self no longer attached to France, and was 
oUiged, with infinite regret, to quit the 
kingdom she had been educated in, to go^ 
vem one filled with domestic jars, and al- 
ttiost ignbrant of those softnesses which 
give charms to society ; and which, in a 
peculiar degree, adorned the court she had 
hitherto reigned over. 

'* The troubles in which this charming 
princess had been plunged, from the hour 
she returned to Scotland, had hardly left 
her leisure to distinguish those formeriy 
honoured with her notice: lady Scroope 
had^ however, always preserved an attach- 
ment to her, less the fruit of gratitude than 
sympathy. The queen's present sad situ- 
ation, of which she heard amply from her 
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lord, touched her to the very soiil. She 
accused Elizabeth of meanness and injus- 
tice, and without doubting the innocence 
of Mary, she ardently de$ired to lighten 
her captivity, and convince her that mis- 
fortune had not robbed her of every fiiend. 
These saitiments were too fervently gene- 
rous not to engage me. I insensiUy took 
part in what interested my sister so nearly, 
and learnt to deplore a princess thus treat- 
ed, whom, in a happier situation, I should 
doubtless have censured. 

" Lord . Scroope, to satisfy his wife, who 
entreated him to the step, represented to 
Elizabeth the impropriety of leaving the 
queen of Scots unaccompanied by any lady 
of distinction, and without the- attend- 
ance, nothing could exempt the place she 
had chosen for an asylum, from offering 
her, whether guilty or innocent. To give 
force to this, he hinted the error of harsh 
measures, which interested the common 
people, and by engaging their pity, might 
weaken their fidelity. 

^* The last reason - weighed infinitely 
more with our queen than the first, for Iier 
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heart was more full of policy than feel- 
ing. She however appointed lady Scroope 
to attend upon Mary, and sent orders to 
treat her more suitably to her rank. 

" Overjoyed at carrying her point, with- 
out appearing in it, lady Scroope did not 
delay her journey ; but unwilling to leave 
me, she exerted sll her interest and influ* 
ence to persuade me to accompany hen 
She represented that she did not wish to 
engage me in any gay scenes, the office she 
was allotted to being that most conform- 
able to the melancholy turn of my mind. 
The inclination I had to see Mary joined 
with her, and I consented^ 

*^ Bolton Castle, whither Mary had been 
conducted by the queen's command, was a 
strong fortress on the borders of Yorkshire. 
Without furniture, or accommodations for 
a royal guest, it declared at once to that 
princess, the melancholy captivity to which 
she was destined. The humanity of lord 
Scroope in vain attempted to conceal the 
&te that awaited her; she gave herself up 
toan immoderate grief, which was augment- 
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%A by the neiv^of Bothwdil'a defttl)^ wh# 
bad tftken refuge in Norway. 

" We were met at Derby by the duke 
of Norfolk, "whosrardmt desire to see the 
qiieen of Seoto bad iad^iced bim to Joii^ us. 
Tfads QoblefiaaA wias of an atniable pre* 
senoi, in the pinme of H% fuUiof a gen^ 
rou» afdour^ a cuptiyatii^ vivaeity- With- 
out an e^piia}f in rank in England,, he had 
fyrtiiiedf long shioe> the desigit of e6|K>u$iiig 
Minry, and BotbweU'$ death bad renewed 
hopes her marriage with him had frui^ 
trated. I was amased at the difference 
visible in the mannerls of the dak« ; nor 
did I immediatdy pi^^rceive whenee hi£f ib^ 
patience of any disappointment, and deep 
reveries, coald proceed; but the pleasure 
be took in hearing his sister's comm«>da^ 
tioiis of the queen, the softness that spsiiic- 
led in his eyes;, while he related the events 
Iier letters to Bothweli had laid open, 
shewed me at length that ambition had 
raised a flame in his heart, he mistook for 
fove. 
J « We arrived at Bolton, and Maiy wtfB 
not apprised, till lady Scroope was intro- 



imcei to her presenoe^ that EUwbetfa had 
sent her a firiend. ^ anxioudy desirpus ta 
lighten her captivity* I would describe 
the queen oi Scots to you, my. d^r ebiU 
dren, had not nature drttwp a truer pict ur€[ 
of her than I can give. Look in the glass, 
Matilda^ and you will see her perfect; 
iioage;* 

I could not contain my astonishment-^ 
*• Ob, Heavens T exclaimed I, " is it pos^ 
sible, in lamenth^ the fate of that ing ured 
queen, I have wept for a mother T 

*^ A short time will explain all," said Mrs* 
Marlow. ''The queen "^bb in the bloom 
of youth, and the sorrow whieb hung over 
her features, gave them an irresistible at* 
traction. Her air of resigned dignity and 
fenunioe sweetness^ was mingled with in- 
Qooence and unconscious modesty^ If I 
was indiaed to pity her befbi*er bow great* 
ly was that sentiment enlivened! Her 
faults seemed to vanish, or to be atoned by 
her misfortunes. Nothing oould be more 
interesting tban her first interview witK | 

lady Soroopei whose tears alone could ex- ^ 

press her soirow and affection. ; 
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** How must a scene which distressfed 
toe, touch a heart prepared to love her J 
The duke found that there was a passion 
stronger than atnhition ; her crown no 
longer engrossed his thoughts — ^it was her- 
self ulc^e he desired ; he lamented the evils* 
it had overwhelmed her with, and front 
which even her resignatfon of it would not 
reheve her. ' Love communicated all its 
delicacies at once to his heart ; and the 
Bfian who had dared to aspire to lier, while 
in prosperity and peace, in this sad mo* 
ment of humiliation, had not presumption 
to lift" bis eyes to her, to speak of bis affec- 
tion, or insult her by his compassion. . ' 

" Lady Scroope was too quicfc-sighfed- 
to overlook this change in her brother ; but 
far from drawing any ill presage from it, 
she flattered herself that he was destined to 
restore the queen, and to feid, in her grati- 
tude and affection, a reward proportioned 
to his merit. 

" Willing to relieve the tediousness' oP 
tlie hours, that lady devised amusements 
of which no one partook, though all, fram^ 
a just sense of the intention, appeared 9a». 
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tSsfied with them. The sUenoe and me* 
lancholy of the duke of Norfolk engaged 
the queen : she found it a delicate oompU-^ 
ment to her distress, and regarded him with 
an attention too flattering to be overlook- 
ed. Charmed with an esteem, which be 
had rather wished than hoped, the ardour 
of his soul found words, and Mary disco^ 
vered, that in attempting to attach a friend, 
she had gained a lover. Considering her 
interest only, she must have encouraged 
him *r but remembering, how fatal her parti-- 
ality might one day prove, she conjured 
him to subdue, while yet in its infancy, a 
passion it would be cruelty to encourage; 
to remember her only as an unfortunate 
friend, and in that light confessed herself 
obliged to him. for* his interest and power 
in her fhvour. 

" In the first wildness of love, nothing 
seems impossible ; an answer so mild only 
animated the hope it was meant to extin^ 
guish. The duke formed a thousand pro- 
jects ; he engaged his ^ster in his interest, 
and every hour of his life was filled up by 
plans for the deliverance of the amis^le 
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queen* Bat as it was impoteiUbe hii teA^ 
dtace should be a secret^ and he justly fearr 
ed awakening the attenticHi of filizabefchy 
before his schemes were ripe for exeentioar^ 
he engaged his sister to make a request be 
;^ wanted courage to mention; since sbe 
'^ might, with more propriety, represent to 
the queen the policy cf rendering her fate 
his. 

'^ In this dangerous conjuncture, the un«- 
fortunate Mary listened once more to the 
partial adVitee of her heart, which prompir 
ed her to yield to so noble,^ so deserving a 
lover. She had caught his frenzy^ and rek 
alized the fictions of his brain with the same 
facility . His vast estates, numerous vassals, 
and still more, his extendedand noble con* 
nexions, flattered hdr with the hope of 
freedom through his means, and she thou^t 
it but generous to let tiie recompence ra- 
ther precede the service thaii foiktw it 

*' i'atal delusion of a prfgudiced mind ! 
Oh, Mary, too tender princess ! why were 
not all the past misfortunes of thy life^ 
which had their source in love^ monitors to 
thee ? Why did they not teach .thee to 
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afflietioti^ and gave new piii^ toi^lcmgc 
kmg captivity ? * 

"* 1%^ diike not during to t»(g4ge hi4 
brother^inr^law in an adaon conttary to hi9 
eommisaiaD, entinlrtfd bia intcis^oa ' on\y^ ^ 
to his sister.. Too ardent, and too umiable _ 
an advocate to be denied* the.qve^i^ of Scot^ 
was pmaiaded by that h^y tp unite her* 
sdf witib the duke. They were married m 
the prmwoe of the lady Seroope and my- 
id^ sir Aifthuc Foiresteir, and tibe. duke'9^ 
two secretaries; 

^ Possessed in herseU* of all bis wishes^ 
the prison of the queen beeame a palace to 
the duke; and eveiy boar seeined to add 
to a passion^ which ^]bpeat^ at G^^ incap* 
able of additicm* The autbotity Mary had ^ 

given him 0yer her» the tenderness with 
which she. r^arded him, were powerful ar- 
guments dgaiqst the approaehing separa- 
tion;: birt lady Scroope saw with concern 
' the extnrvagance of a passion she had en^ 
comraged. She knew too well the tempei; 
of J^kabaiiii not to anticipate her resent^* 
ment^iftUs step was discovered^^and knew 
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likewise his owii safety would be a poor 
motive for persuading her brother to leaVe 
Bolton ; she therefore represented to hiQi» 
how ill he rewarded the lovely queen- of 
Scots, by lengthening an imprisonment it 
tiras his duty to curtail ; and asked him 
what expectation Mary might form fh>m 
a husband) who already pref<m:ed his own 
indulgence to her freedom, happiness, and 
glory ? 

*• These reproadbes were too true to of- 
fend the duke. Helamented, but yielded> 
to the cruel necessity. Mury, as if fore* 
warned that these hours were all the easy 
ones remaining of her life, used every means 
to detain him ; but the generosity of her 
s^ection awakening his more strongly, he 
bade adieu to the charming wife he was 
never more to meet, and set out for Loi^^ 
don, to engage all his friends in favour of 
a marriage no one now could prevent. 
He ftattered himself his interest W|is so 
great, that the- queen would be reduced to 
consent, whether consonant to her inclina- 
tion or not. Indeed, this was the only ra- 
iSonal mode of proceeding; for to in^agine 
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Elizabeth weak eno»gh to unite her rival 
aiid heiress, voluntarily, to the first of her 
subjects, would have been unpardonable 
blindness* 

** Fortune, however, had destined other- 
wise, and only smiled awhile, to make her 
frown more teirible. All the great lord» 
of Elizabeth's court, who had seen, with 
regret, the imprisonment of Mary, entered 
with pleasure into Norfolk's schemes. His^ 
ktiifeiiSi were filled with the most flattering: 
' hd^; and^^e queen, who was with diild, 
gave him notice of it. This circumstance 
added to his joy ; he promised, that before 
the time of her delivery, she should have 
her prison gates operied by all the nobility of 
England. The earls of Shrewsbury, Derby, 
Bedford, Northumberland, Westmoreland, 
PenAroke, Southampton, Arundel, and 
SussgXj^ had warmly engaged in his cause ; 
and^#feir names alone would influence 
many. But the friend he most relied upon 
was the eart of Leicester, whose ascendan- 
cy over the queen was well known ; he 
had taken on himself the disclosure of the 
v^hole tO'iBlizabeth^ when that^ measure 
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becimae neoessaiy. In ike tneantrme^NoN 
&Ak used every means to prevent the re^ 
gent of Scotland from aceuaang Mary to t&e 
queen ; nor was his aitifiee unsuccessfuL 
Murray, after having ent»e4 England for 
no other purpose, suddenly returned, witili- 
out taidng any step in the buainoss^-a 
circumstance which defeated uU the itiea*^ 
sures of the EngUsb oourt. But Elizabeth 
more strongly apprehending £rom this 
some plot to release Mary^ rea^ovajMber- 
to Tutbury, and added the e^a^f sR^s- 
bury to lord Scroope,. as her lowers. 

*• My sister still followed her, nor could 
I desert her in such a situation. We had 
hoped,, from the inf^^rtantionof the duke^. 
to find the earl of Shrewsbury inclined to* 
favour her; but whether he foresaw the 
fnd of this unfortunate prefect, or «jbad de* 
ceived Norfolk, he kept a strict wdtdLover 
the queen's actions, whose oonditidjmow 
confined her to her apartment 
. *' The duke,, flattered by Murray's re* 
treat, commissioned some of his friends hi 
Scotland to sound that nobleitifun on the 
aul^ect of his marriage; thigfi^pi^^]^ lud 
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(jfen more than he intended, and Hurr^yit 
enraged at having been his dupe, .sent no- 
tice of the plot to Elizabeth. She was on 
a visit to lord Leicester, who was ill, when 
the letter arrived; and confiding to that 
favourite thecaua^of her agitation,, he sent, 
\?hile the queen was consulting with Cecily 
to warn Norfolk to retreat, as Elizabeth 
seemed bent on committing bam to the 
Tower. Thunderstruck at this unexpect- 
ed discovery, the duke set out, with precis 
pitationi for hiS; seat at Kenning-HaU ; but 
refleedng upon the road, that his flight 
was a stronger proof against him than the 
accusation of his enemies, he returned di* 
rectly ; he was however met by some of- 
ficers sent in pursuit of him, ^nd conduct- 
ed to Bumham. 

" His secretary posted off to Tutbury 
with an account of all these proceedings. 
They sunk the deeper into the heart of the 
queen, as she hc^d, by. this time, to have 
heen at liberty. She was every hour in 
expectation of an event which must pub- 
lish her m^irnage, or load her with in&my. 
In th}s bwd 1iri4 .k4y Scroope suggested 
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to her the only safe way of proceeding! 
which wasy to convey her child, by means 
of the duke's secretary, immediately after 
its birth, out of the castle,^ and, concealing 
the cause of her indisposition, wait a more 
favourable moment for avowing her majv 
riage, Hiis was the only plan to avoid 
injuring the duke's safety, or her own hoi- 
nour, 1|kprepare every thing against the 
time, I took my leave of the queen, as re^ 
hirning to St. Vincent's A'bbey ; and re- 
tiring to a neighbouring hut hired on put 
pose, waited with my maid to receive the 
infant she should bring into the worid,. 
which was to be carried to the Recess, and 
pTaced under ray care, till the fete of itfc 
parents could- be ascertained. 

"This sad moment was haistened by* a 
sadder event i^ — Both well, who? was sup- 
posed to be dead,. found means to coiiveya 
letter to the queen^ assuring her the r^x>ft 
had been spread only to quiet tiie Scots, 
who otherwise never would' have ^llrffered 
him to rest ; and that he waited i^ 1>60- 
mark till the divisions of her kingdom 
should enable him to raise a powerful piff« 
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ty, and attempt ner deliverance. Mary, 
on the first sight of the welMctaown hand, 
feltall the horrors of her fete ; she fell into 
strong convulsions, wlwch weresKbceeded|^ 
the pains of labour, jf^m^y^oif&rwtwo 
girls — for you, my dear children, are the 
fruit of this fatal marriage, who scarce had 
been held to the bosom of a mother, be- 
fore you were divided from it, I fear, for 
ever. 

" The faithful secretary conveyed you 
with the tenderest caution to me. When 
he repeated this sad tale, oh \ how my soul 
wept for the ill-fated queen ! I vowed ye 
should be mine, for ye were the children 
of misfortune, and never, never have I 
broken that vow ; distress endeared me to 
you with a parental kindness, and fortune 
gave you to me to console me for all her 
severity. *Tis you only have kept alive in 
my heart the softest impulses of nature. 
You were cherubs in your infancy, and 
grew up to cheer my days, and embellish 
my solitude. Full of the great charge^ 
verted in my hands, I sou^t the eariiest* 
opportunity of quitting a dangerous placer 
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I farpaght you safe to this sppi^ attmdedi 
by Alice, after having you baptissed Ma«^ 
tilda, the elder (which you was by a few 
Rihiutes), after lady Scroope, aii^ Eltiaov. 
after the duke's mother. 

^* To return to the queen of Scots.— She 
languished a long time between ill health 
and despair ; but th^ duke found meai^ to 
assure her that thit misfortune should not 
long separate them. He applied now to 
the pope to annvd Mary's former marriage 
with Bothwell ; the pope hoping to £ln4 
some gr^t advantage in tlie projected 
union, seemed inclined to grant his request; 
but the conditions he imposed were so ty^ 
rannical, that the duke had no hope. 

'* In the meantime, Elizabeth finding; 
an efiectual bar placed between Mary and^ 
Norfolk by Both well's bemg yet alive, and 
having some hopes, from the ill heal^ of 
the queen of Scots, of seeing an-end of her 
fears, after conveying her to Goventryi re^ 
leased the duke, ai the intercession of hia 
Gonstapt friend lord Leicester. Sensible 
of the rashness of his fbnner conduct, hi^ 
xsesdlved to avoid that fiiult, and mad^ xv> 



attempt to seQ the queen of Scots, employ* 
11^ biKiAelf in hunting and divemons. at 
Kenning-tiaU, till the spies of EU^eabeth^ 
persuaded be bad laid aside his prqects, 
gave up their employment The duke 
passed from the seat of one friend to that of 
aootber, to s^pearancein search of arouse^ 
m^t, but inr reality to assure himself of 
their attachment ; and, as if by accident, 
to visit St. Vinoenf s Abbey, and embracq 
the daughters of his love. You were a 
tvrelvemontfa old when I conducted the 

4 

duke in the night to this Hecess. The 
captivity and sad situation of his wife arose 
a thousand times more strongly to his 
mind, when be beheld her children, ton^ 
from her bosom, as if the product of disho- 
nour, and hid in solitiide from every hu* 
man eye ; to see, and kiK)w that he could 
not prevent this^ pierced him to the very 
fiottl He spent the night in viewing you, 
in recomimending you to Heaven, in form- 
ing a thousand silent complaints against 
bis destiny^ and resolutions^ which, by 
shortening his life, perpetuated on yoa tbi^ 
evils he sought to remedy, Bi4t when the 
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dawn of day compelled him to return to 
his apartment, he again took you both in 
his arms, and whjlfi^ JJie^ teaig^flf p^ 
affection flowed gracefiiUy down his cheeks,!-, 
poured on jou a thousand blessings; he 
\ tlien gave you to me, and while I was stilU 
ing Ellinor, he sat in a deep reverie, when 
suddenly starting from it, he came and 
stood by me, and taking my hand — ^ I 
have yet hopes, my dear Mrs. Marlow,' 
said he, • of bringing these infants iiito 
life, as the daughters of the loveliest, the 
most amiable of sovereigns ; till when, I 

, commit them to you, as the most sacred of 

all deposits. Teach them to enjoy ah hum-^ 

■ ble rank, and they will adorn a high one ; 

keep them in total ignorance of their birth, 
till able to know its inutility. But if Hea« 
ven never allows me to claim them — Sf the 
misfortunes of their parents end but 'with 
their lives, act up to the sacred character 
with which I alike invest you and my sister. 
Never let them know the court of Eliza- 
beth, but innocently and hapj^ly let them 
die in the desert wher6 they bloomed.** 
'* Shades of the honoured Howard and 
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the amiable Mary ! I have fulfilled your 
injunctions/' exclaimed Mr^.Marlow, tump- 
ing with an enthusiastic action to the pic- 
tuxes I have mentioned with so much re- 
spect, " your words have been ever pre- 
sent to my memory, and my cares have not f 
been useless^'* ^ 

** Alas! madam,** said we, dropping with 
an emotion of awe upon our knees, ^^ are 
these lovely figures the portraits of our pa- 
rents? Oh ! my father, my tender unhap- 
py father ! shall we never see you ? Were , 
we never to be held in your arms but 
while insensible of that blessing ? and you, \ 
my dear mother, who brought us forth in ' 
bitterness and pain, shall we not spend our * 
lives in softening yours, and shed our sot- 
rows upon your grave ?** 

" You interrupt and distress me, chil- 
dren,*' said Mrs, Marlow — " let me finish 
my melancholy tale : you will, alas ! have 
hours enough for complaint. 

•* The duke departed the next day, and 
in a short time, Elizabeth having appoint- 
ed the lords Huntingdon and Hereford in 
the room of lord Scroope, the queen of 
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Scots was cteprived of her only comfort, Iff 
tile departure of his fedy, 

*♦ Hie duke, finding gentle attempts in- 
effectual, resolved on a measure he deem- 
ed infallible, and entered into a treaty 
with a trusty Spaniard named Ridolpho, 
to engage the duke of Alva to assist him 
with ten thousand men, to be landed at 
Harwich, from whence they were to march 
to London, to intimidate Elizabeth, The 
duke bf Alva consented, and even the pope, 
at length ashamed of neutrality, took a 
share in Mary*s deliverance. Every thing 
was prepared ; Norfolk's fiiends in Eng- 
land only waited the signal to join him, 
when one of those trifling accidents which 
often disconcert the wisest schemes, ren-' 
dered this in a moment abortive. 

"To foment the divisions in Scotland so 
much as to keep the regent employed, and 
prevent him from interfering in the afiair, 
the duke sent many sums to be scattered 
among the queen's friends in that king- 
dom, at different times ; but now when 
the crisis approached, he had prepared a 
large bag of gold, which with a letter, he 
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1i!^<»iiitiately trasted to a man quite igno- 
iwrt of the plot ; the carrier, in puttmg it 
up, by some aocident eut tiie bag, and the 
tontentB filling him with astonishment, he 
<x>mmunicated fj>is singular disoOTery to a 
servant of lord Burleigh's, who was his 
brother; this man, through a hope of get- 
ting the gold foetweai them, and sup- 
posing some mystery 'was hid in the letter, 
persuaded him to shew it to his master ; 
the carrier consented, and lord Burleigh 
easily perceiving the plot, though not its 
extent, communicated it to the queen ; in 
consequence of which the duke was art^eat- 
ed in bis bed, and all his servants impri** 
soned. 

** This fetal stroke overturned every re- 
maining hope; betrayed by his servants^ 
dl the letters the duke had written and 
received on the subject, most of which he 
had ordered to be burnt, were produced 
against him ; his very benevolence was 
construed into a crime and some money he 
sent to the countess of Northumberland, 
who was in exile and distress with l^ lord, 
became an m'tiole in his impeachment. Be 
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.was oondemued, and heard his sentence 
with a fortitude which melted lord Shrews- 
hury, who pronounced it, into tears. 
'^ Lady Scroope, distracted at her bro- 

.ther'sfate, fell at the feet of the queen^ and 
left nothing unsaid to move her; but all 
she could obtain was the deferring his ex-^ 
ecution, for Burleigh had so strongly pre- 
possessed Elizabeth with the idea that the 
duke sought her life, that although no cir- 
cumstances arose to confirm it on his trial, 
nothing could banish it from her mind. 

•* But what was the situation of tlie 
queen of Scotland at this completion of 
her misfortunes ? An exile from her own 
country, a 'prisoner in another ; a wife 
without a rigjj^t to that n^me, and a mother, 

^ while a stranger to her children ; her fate 
was wound up in the condemnafion of htrr 
husband ; and she had the poignant. afflic- 

:tion of knowing she had raised the axe 
against him, which all her tears could nc^ 
avert. . Pierced with despair, she conjured 
the lady Scroope to assure the queen that 
she woi^ not only voluntarily con^nt to 
repi^in her prisoner for life, but would giv^ 
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up her (doon to tiia eroura of Eiij^d, if 
h&t slift^ (as ahe was eompeUed to style 
hfi) i^ixld ftee the duke of Ncwfolk, aod 
mUm him to his hoiuiurs. This propd. 
aal SSissabeth reeeiTed as a finesse^ which 
m\f eonvinoed her haw deeply Mary's 
h^art was link^ with his. Even the aU- 
prevailing Leicester's eloquenoe failed; 
setf-firesenFation was an imebnquerable 
priii€i{de in the soul of Efiaabeth. 

** The duke was beheaded fourteen yean 
9^ when you, my dear children, wlio were 
bought with his life, were not above two 
ytars and a half old. He died, as he had 
lived, with dignity and hcmour. 

*^ Never was a oobknian more lament^; 
he had endeared Mmadf to the body of 4dbe 
people, by his comra^, genero^tjr, and afl&« 
bility ; ahd to lus equals l^ an unoonsd- 
CAisness of superiority, whieh prevented 
envy, and an uni&nnity ofHxmduct, which 
gskied admiration. He was the first vie- 
tkn tol^ queen's fears, nor could she haiw 
d«e« one w^oee merits wew^ rt«»g«f 
pnx)&o£ the value she set on befself. 
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^^ Lady Sat)ope detesting too late the 
artifices of the court, and sunk in affliction 
for the loss of a brother she adored, retired 
Uther with her lord, who had thrown up 
his employments. Her body partook of 
the debility of her mind, and soon gave 
symptoms of a decay, which reduced her 
to the grave. 

'* Her temper too was quite changed. 
This Recess, which so lately appeared a 
horrible dungeon, now seemed to her, as 
to roe, a calm letirement from the odious 
forms and cares of life. She spent many 
days (and would every one, had it not si** 
flicted her lord) in weeping over you — in 
trs^g in Matilda the mildly *beautiful fea* 
tures of her friend, and in EUinor, the cap* 
tivating graces of her brother. 'Tis to her 
you owe these valuable pictures. 

*' Estranged from all society, the queen 
of Scots gave hersdf up to the blackest de- 
spair; she had, alas ! no hope to soften her 
captivity, no bosom to receive her tears ; 
. with Norfolk died all prospect of release, 
and at the same time all desire of it ; what 
was the universe to her, without he embel- 
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lishedit? Would it not have augmented 
her affliction to have enjoyed a sovereignty 
she durst never hope to share with him ? 

'^ Elizabeth, whose fears were always 
awake from this moment, cut her daily pff 
from some comfort or convenience; fre- 
quently changed her keepers and prison ; 
and by her severity taught the captive 
queen, that hatred may be ^jxmger even 
than love. 

^'Lady Scroope survived her brother but 
a twelvemonth, and left no inheritor of her 
virtues. She recommended you both in 
the most fervent manner to her lord,« who 
solemnly swore to make a provision for you 
suitable to his fortune^hough not your 
birth. 

" Some years passed away, when l<»d 
Scroope, whose grief was at an end, finding 
himself tired of the inactivity of a country 
life, accepted some overtures the qi4bii 
made to recall him. . He left to me the 
charge of St. Vincent's Abbey, which he 
has not inhabited since. 

" Hurried on by other events, I have 

E 2 ' 
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fakherto ne^eeted to mention the retnm of 
iny brother Anthony, in three years after 
I t>rougfat you here. He fixed his red* 
denee in the hermit's cell, devoting his 
time to the study of physic, and the care 
of exhmting the poor, except at those inter- 
vals you have seen him in ; for his life and 
mine have been umform. 

** I have only two drcumstances more to 
mention ; one of which is more affltc^g 
to me than I once believed aught respect- 
ing money eould ever be. Lord Soroope, 
alter having been abroad some years in a 
puUie character, has suddenly become the 
obj^t ef the ofafty Burlei^^s hatred or 
suspicion, and is «k>w confined ; whUe his 
estates and wealth are seized by the queen, 
who jcnbws 30 well the vidue of money, 
tliat it is too probable my lord will never 
be abk to fulfil the promise made to his 
wife in your ftvour. 

*^ The other is, that during sevevai past 
years i have not been able to bold any hfi- 
telligence with the-queen of Heetiand, who 
seat me some letters dunng the fingt y^ars 
pf her imprisonm^t, which^ with those 
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she wrote to the duke^ I baye preeervecl^ 
with vaikwft othor testimomak qi your 
birth. Time may tsnable hex yel te gire 
you thesfdendoiuf ta which you were bom ; 
fer Eliflabelh ia new st^kcB in y ears^ and 
Mafy tnore w^rft by aarrow than age^ 
Wut tbeit j say dear duldren^ with pa- 
ti^iee^ whqn I an in my graven the desd- 
n(4ion erf* Ffovid^ieeiand nevw daun your 
parent till sbe pleasea to aeknewledge you. 
No virtue ia oaoie aeoeptaUe to God than 
patience. To beatow kaf piness ia only 
in his pow»; td desarve it, ever in our 
own. Ob { tf my prayers a^ heard— if my 
wiahea ase^od to the thrcme of the Most 
High, he wUl lead you tiirou^ this world 
in peaee ; be will unite you again to my 
bofiom in a better T^ 

Here our generous pvote^tresa^ our more 
than mother^ ended, clasping us to her 
heart with an fB*dour that evinced the sin- 
caity of hear words. 

But what new ideas*— what amaxing feel* 
iogs did her narratioci give birth to ! The 
impulses of nature taught us to treasure 
every word she uttered ; for what in the 
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history of our parents could be indiflTerent? 
Never did our solitude appear so eligi- 
ble^" The court of Elizabeth r— Oh, my 
lamented father, could the sole inflictor of 
all thy evils, ever, ever attach thy children ! 
Could she who oppressed her equal, and a 
queen, innocent at least in all that respect- 
ed her, only because she was in her power, 
be capable of alluring two hearts, untaint- 
ed by that courtly politeness which sanc- 
tifies the errors of a sovereign, and terms 
her veiy vices noble weaknesses ? 

But then, to learn I had' a mother yet 
alive — ^to believe I might one day be re- 
ceived to her arms, only endeared by mis- 
fortune ; full of this melting, this heart- 
expanding idea, I would have sought her 
prison — I would have been the companion 
of it ; happy, if all my cares could make 
her forget, for one moment, the rigour 
of her fortune; or call to her remem- 
brance, amidst all her complaints against 
the injustice of the world, that it still con- 
tained two beings who were willing to re- 
turn for her the life she gave. 
My duty to Mrs. Marlow alone divided 
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my heart : should I desert her, who had 
ne^ected every thing for us ? What ! are 
the ties of nature to cancel, in one moment, 
those of inclination, gratitude, and esteem? 
Oh, ko ! I owed, it is true, my beiiig to 
another : but she to whom I owed the best 
part of that being, the formation of my 
mind^ the instilling those sentiments whidh 
alc^e make us valuable to ourselves and 
society, had a claim beyond all others, 
which nothing but death could dissolve. 
That awful moment was drawing nigh; 
every one that passed stole something 
from the mortal part of Mrs. Marlow. Oh 
thou amiable saint! thou woman after 
God's own heart ! can I remember the 
time when thou wert called from us, with- 
out floods of unavailing tears ? Never-^ 
never— selfish as they are, they will flow, 
even though so often exhausted. 

She delivered us a casket, which contain- 
ed the papers she mentioned, and divers 
attestations, signed by herself and the late 
lady Scroope, and filled with all the orna- 
ments of her youth. Then, after recom- 
mending us tenderly to father Anthony, 
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bhd johied. in pfesyelrititli laitt aitd aU ker 
liktl^ family ; atid hi the idtiidit (NCptedL 

Ofay rnadam^ hair stixkoge, tow tOAibte 
to JOB "i^as thsfc ]ls(mi0iit I I SAW Di»ail^ 
first seite OB one dearer fhaa myi^f; ^ 
tnatisidti in nrhidbi W« lived w^W bMlHSd a 
aoHtfide indoedM^-^t dlem&^bow iOleDHi! 
fnevoiled. In ib» fiMt flovr <tf d H^Oitfl 
griefs how vast a vMUntn is kft in ik^heiuti 
to hear too longer the voioe wMch |gd m 

iteoogh I^; to tee the cyes^ whonoe €«a 

di^w fortitude, €kme, firrer mdM fn <^pM ; 
the whole fmlae aisimie thafi awftd ppflid^ 
nessr evory motnent iMiesM^ aad urMdl 
fadngs ao melaiieholy a nieitietit)& td 1^ 
breast ! These tonchibf ideai^ eanfidl^ a^ 
wiiys ariae^ for Mme loosett deis^wy tib 
power of r^ection and oompkuntr ^^ 

To attempt interring the dUiat of Mi^. 
Marlow in the d^pel mwit hare ftH^nsikeiied 
the suspiciond of the qtieen*i^ offi6el^« The 
seeret ei our retirement was in the breaft 
(tf cmly three domestics^ and it was highly 
neoesfliary to keep it coneealedw Chi this 
account^ a gra^e was made Ibt her in Ei- 
ther Anthimys cell, whither we conveyed 
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her, wrapt in white, and crowned with the 
.^ding produee of this worlds in imitation 
^ thafe evar49looming wreath promised 
hereafter to all who persevere in virtue. 

Grief makes the most violent impression 
in youth ; but happily it is the most tran«- 
sient : a tittle time abated theacateness of 
ours ; neverthdess, our solitude being de- 
inrived of its ornament, appeared uiuform, 
&ie)aneholy, and disgusting. We gradu- 
ally lost our assiduity in our wcatks, when 
we BO longer promised oursdves the great 
reward of Mrs. Marlow's praise. Father 
Anthony, who was never a favourite with, 
us, became every day more unpleasant. 
His skter had always preserved a sway 
over him, which soft^ied Hie severity of his 
marihers : that being now at an end, and 
his temper still more hurt by his a£Qiietion 
for her loss, he appeared a gloomy tyrant ; 
and the additional carefulness with which 
he observed us, laid an odious restraint on 
all our expressions, and made our meals 
wear an air <^ sull^iness each party was 
unconsdoos of causing. 

' *e3 
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Obliged to hide in our hearts all the lit- 
tle follies and wishes we had been used to 
reveal to Mrs* Marlow without fear, we 
conversed with the father only upon moral 
and indifferent topics ; thus every day was 
the same, and each of course more tedious, 
when Ellinor suggested a scheme Which 
promised some amusement. This was to 
explore the passage leading to the ruins, 
where we might at least breathe the fresh 
air, and, for one hour, have the pleasure of 
a little novelty. I readily came ihto thef 
proposal, having had a curiosity to emerge, 
fix)m the moment I heard that passage first 
mentioned. It was the full height of sum- 
mer, and we pitched upon a long after- 
noon, when we had no fear of being sought 
for. 

The passage was narrower, closer, and 
damper than the others, but very short. 
We took a torch, that we might find the 
way of opening it. When we drew near 
the mouth, I observed some little holes, 
made doubtless to give the concealed per- 
son an advantage. I made Ellinor ke^p. 
back, while I examined the place, but saw 
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nothing, haweTer, to awaken any ap{weh 
hension; a long avenue of broken arches, 
intermingled with brambles and wild wall- 
flowers, in the paths of which the grass 
grew very high, was all I could discern-*- 
nothing could more fully prov6 the unfre^ 
quentedness of the spot. We therefore 
examined the fastening immediately, and 
found it a small square door with two 
hinges on the top, and fastened across the 
bottom by a large bar of iron laid on strong 
hooks. I was unable to open it alone: 
EUinor therefore extinguished the light to 
assist me ; but with all our curiosity and 
courage, the sight of the pile of ruins threw 
us into an universal trepidation. On turn- 
ing round, to observe how the entrance 
was hid, we pa-ceived a high-raised tomb, 
at each comer of which stood a gigantic 
statue of a man in arn^our, as if to guard 
it, two of whom were now headless. Some 
&mous knight, as appeared by his nume- 
rous ensigns, lay on the tomb. The meagre 
skeleton had struck an arrow through his 
shield into his heart ; his eyes were turned 
to the cross which St Winifred held be- 



fimr hiflii Niitinig' tooldf /te better (Mai. 
ifh^ed tbt* ads eittraM^ fiflhho^ett^ tw36 

tiie e;^ fhitfi ihe bodty of th6 tOtolfe TII6 
iittte iteof^ whidh ardft albfer ui, Ws(» me 
iitdflc^ liiied with trcKidv ffid s& iMMfy^ ^te^ 
thM evcfti wken tinfeateUei^ 16 ira» tM6 fc^ 

te diMifii^. Far « }Mg t^j begnMd, 
ihd pfdBjpeds WHs wild dnd flwful to es&(m$#; 
sdidMlaMs 1^81 bii&jpi of stoned had ftUm 

toiidi^ 6ad iS^iMg^ «f{ij and hiO^ in4^«ft¥«A 

8€»i6tlt&w i*6ai6iH#dy whkih S€i($fti^ to 
i^WAy abcmt wkb 6t6fy bki£^ a^d ftom 
wkoM mouKteflHig tdp bi»^ dtfrt^itf dud 
spiral of itjTi in othdiR fMrto^ rUiaed d^s- 
te¥$ yet kfnt tf^fbgd ftiDt^llM^ W4^tli0i*, »id 
stiBenly lAiit dt the; day ; wbSe long 0^1006 
wandef«d thA)agh the wht^ at the totittk 
ctf the Ughti^t fbdt t tile lutriMcks d? the 
wood beyond ad<M t^ the ]Mgnlfi^an«e 
of arb the tariety «f il&ttiK. W^ quittiNi, 
with iie^f, ot«f »ew em^l^ Wiieii fil#afiM 
b^ hifi fei^l^ys oil the f^ Of ttettrMft 
We fesrited to eoficeal our iMtibtei ItfiA 



TSOD BEGSSB. 85 



fiti^r .^iitlnily >hduM finMd im iA lepevt 
it TfaMB^ iiladlati^ who troidd jlitBii^ 
a liitiiig iWMirf oni ytttm^peophi^ tnust, bjr 
^ofttffiil)^ tibui diflttnocf of flg6^ stsal into 
thfir 4i(mMm»m4 Lo^e md tesjpoct «e 
united, but if fear once closes the aveiiUes 
UP the hmtt^ llO'Ol^icr ^entiiimt ever over- 
«ittietf it; otmfienoe is thai ne?*r kd bv 



Jf/ih'; 



•1^ md V^e rycnot to euskp^ tinta 
teoghtifiiMs w Mntsrity^ bAwever venei^ 
Altf l^^lnft th^ assiim^ 

Pwm whAt talflesi spini^ tiie pavest plttb- 
siiem oi^lift? t ^ fitapKt^ a fbiri^, a song, 
4a» iB^i/& thv hiourt^ while tbe paaakitis «re 
3tet y&in it^Hor hAwpoiaoned its shnpli- 
dty, and curtailed its ericjojrments* 

GMO^ifd plaaMMB aitt allowed to be the 
gpNKtMM', iifireMaiiji^t-teiavkbemctfejust; 
to dMeiV6 the watdhfiil, ntfiects a corapli- 
iMiflf «n dot own tagaaifyy wfaieb raidars 
us ^Mewirtble to the enmr. 

AkHMi ev^ dirjr did itrei Tisit this dtnv 
Ittig ^t) lAwai^ Ifte ymmg Urds^ vciu 
SffiiligiMtt MtpAtttlMr; andeo eiteH had 
w» t«iiCliMd titltoiM aedbg a hmnan be^ 
teifi tBM all tast we <naaid tm fysir. On 
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one side the wood shelved doixQi fi>r a ocm- 
siderable way, beyond whidx the road was 
ciit, and mui^bd with hraolets that gave a 
promise of sodety, which the rasticity of 
their inhabitants would not allow them to 
fiilfiL 

But you reproach me with lo^g lime 
in uninteresting descriptions. Ah, ma- 
dam ! this wood was not always a desert. 
Chance^ or, rather I should say. Providence, 
led into its solitary windings, the man, o£ 
all Elizabeth's court, the most distinguish- 
ed and admired ; the man to Whom nature 
had been prodigal of every advantage, 
which art and a|^lication had polished to 
the highest perfedion. 

One day, in calling my sister, I discover- 
ed, in the hollow of the wood and building, 
a very fine echo; ddighted with this, I 
began singing;, thejnotes dying distinctly 
away, formed a melancholy symphony; 
when I was/Hiterrupted by Ellinor, who 
quitting some birds that flew tamely to be 
fed by her hand, ran towards the Recess 
with gieat q>eed, wayii^ to me to fdlow 
her. We had. so often alarmed each other 
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without' any cause^ that I bardlj moved, 
when a noise I' heard among itbe trees 
(which grew extremely thick on that spot) 
alarmed me, A Toice, that smik at onee 
from njy ear to my heart, oonjuradb me in 
die most earnest mam^r torstopu Not- 
withstanding the neces^ty I found for iBy- 
ing, my eyes longed to daim acquaintimce 
with the features to whidi that voice be- 
long^, and my head, by an inroluntary 
motion/ was turned over my -shoulder. 
The gentleman had now made a way 
through the shrubs which impeded his pas- 
sage and Ifinind it impossible to retreat 
but by discovering a seca^et it was highly 
my interest to conceal. Perhaps I was not 
sorry to have an excuse to my oWn heart 
for a rashness it w^s too isensible of The 
irresolution of my attitude^ which was that 
of a pereon ready every moment to run, 
made him apjnroach wilii profound submis* 
sion and respect; but finding me ;attempt 
to fly, though almost without knowing it, 
he instanly stbjA. 

** By whatever chahc^^Vsaid he, *f na- 
ture l^s hid ih' this sequeMrered ^spot her 
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jUmfr pf6diiMibiB^ permit me,. \$di^p to 
dechre in adtBnfea^ from it Believe ibe, 
70a ste ft mab nHio needs toa miiclr y^mr 
flomplusioD and issnteioe to ventciieto m- 
stik ydiiy wen s«di a thougbt capable of 
mtta^&ag kitd a heart never yet fldraiBsii. 
Jaet vie iaomjiate fwj^ tlmi, to judge of my 
inkeiiiliQns by jou crwn, and allow me^ if 
fdia know of ah ifeylom (and are not, like 
ne^ dr&fen heie by Mxm6 present distreift), 
toshditier myself firoia assasKis too well 
prepased to take mf Ufe^ jfor cXMinige to 
pteserte it." 

The person of him wli6 pixNEiouneed these 
wdrdu madetheir effect ]BdeMble« . Heap- 
peaied sometiaoAg ptet the bloom of life, 
fant his beauty was rather fixed than faded; 
^ & noble hog^ and perfeet symsietry, 
-he would badre h^ an air too mnjiSBlUe, but 
that the sweetness of his voice wid eyes 
tempewd the dignity of his mien. His 
txMiiplexion was of a d^e$sr and poMshcfd 
browft; Us eyes large, da<k, and l>|iUiant ; 
his hair gracefully marked the tUrn of all 
his ieattmiBj and his dress was of a dove- 
eefonrad velvet nmgled with White satin 



wti sdlvcr ; a taapw o p i mh k it grww iat whfc 
gold hoBg fiom fats sfaotildef witfai a pic- 
ture ; and thd orddr of the garter^ m Ifotl 
Mtfblreign 6ne4 with winch be was i»- 
Tfestedy sbtwed M» rank not l0» fistin- 
gufished thati his ^esoB. 

A8tonislnli«ntw«nx]ety--'4i thoasand ra- 
pid ideas inciting into each oth«^ and d&- 
ffkkg language^ oon&ised atid silenteed me ; 
Tfbefk E^Uncnr^ aior^ misftresa of ke^ cram 
judgxti^i^ took tipcD kor to ansn^ei^ by di- 
recting him to fathe]^\Astfaon3^1»U^ as- 
tnirnig^lBm at tbv same niioinaity that this 
was B& m^ edaU do to sevVe hhfti.— ^? Ah, 
EUen f orsed I, passionaftciy adzing ker 
fand^ ^ ke tlien most irekilm sod be muc- 
dmfedr Sffcrock ivltk tke vebemence of 
myHiwB wcrirdsr i^X ^ya ^sunk to the 
gioimd). and diangsetiUe falmhes oovered 
my features, Whidb redoubled when tte 
slitngBr todk toy hand^ with a gvaoe idl 
his dwn, and bowiilg on if « 

^* /So your generdus intention^ toadam, 
Ishmat ledst be a debtor«4^tfa» ia not b 
tittle or place for ddiberationM.fly^ i3a6' 
aeeoh ycki^ vfb&e yoti are yet able} thtf-iol- 
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. whb pursue ine» may not reqiect your 
youth, your beauty, or your innocence,, and 
nothing could so greatly add to my mis* 
&r tune as the involving you in it. If Hea- 
ven lengthens my days, I may, perhaps, be 
able to convince you that the man you 
wished to save is not unworthy your con- 
cern; if, on the contrary, this proves my 
last, I have only to request you will deli- 
ver this (untying and giving me the pic 
ture) to the queen, who will not &il to difi^ 
tinguish the bearer." 

Hbw, how did every word penetrate my 
hearts Ah ! how rapid is the progress of 
passioii, iand how, in one mom^it, does it 
quicken, nay, double every sense and sen- 
sibility ! I could, with the same ease, have 
exposed my own bosom to the assassins as 
his. Fear surmounted every prudential 
consid^tion, and I was only goLg to use 
the caution of inquiring who he was, when 
the sound of voices, not far distant, put that 
out of my head. Retaining, in mine, the 
hand which had hitherto held it, I led him 
tlu*ough the most solitary arches to the 
fi3ot of the tomb ; but our astonishment at 
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sight of him hore no oomparison with his, 
when he found this to be our habitation. 
The time not admitting any explanation, 
he assisted us to enter, and followed ' hilri* 
self; when leaving Ellinor to watch the 
approach of those we had heard, I conduct^ 
ed him into the large room of the Recesft 
With an impatient gratitude, he fell at niy 
feet to thank me for my anxiety, but in- 
stantly starting' back, he threw me into 
such a trepidation, that I sunk into a seat 
without poWCT to look behind me, ima- 
gining either that the murderers, or '. at 
least father Anthony, must be at hand ; 
wh!en looking around him and at me 1^ 
turns, he exclaimed — " Merciful Heaven ! 
by what strange ordination of thine do I 
find, in this desert, two dead portraits of 
my unhappy friend, and the queen rf 
Scots, and two breathing ones more lovely 
than even themselves?" 

Imagine my distress at this speech. I 
saw in one moment the whole of a sedret^ 
preserved with such caution for so many 
years, committed to a stranger by an itidis*- 
ci^tibn^ which still I could not condemn in 
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mysd£ fluotiiatuig jmiih all tbe irrtso- 
lution of youths I n^w knew xvpt wlj^ther 
I ought to ieny, the tratibi of what he had 
averredi <»r repose, ia tufq^ a eonfidence in 
h» boBour; b^t the tino^ I had spent in 
^lelibecating o(»afvinced him; for my ccm» 
fusKNi was an ^Q^rmative nothing ecmld 
overoome. 

** You are sU^t». madam^'' ciied he^ *' foot 
your eloquent eyes imply a doubt it is my 
duty to dear* Oh! if I was eapable of 
wronging your cenfideno^ or betraying 
fuiy secret you wisl^ eoneeaiedi Heasvai 
wouM have aband^nied me to the &te 
from which its fseirest daughters saved m€^ 
t^^aiok but at that pioture^ and you will find 
an indubitable evidence of my sinoerity*!' 

It was the picture of Elizabethi gnren 
by herself to Bob^rt Dudley^ as the in- 
scription informed me. 

** Ah! have I then," returned I, " been 
{he ha^y mnos of discharging the debt 
kmg Qwii^ to lord Ltetoester ?" 

^ '' JiQWf how baye I been so fort^nat^" 
ve|ul2l^d ht^ '^ as to distinguish mysdf to 
ypu?-^If I durst believe^ and yiBt it 
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be80~/or faow BlNwdd a less lovely hmv 
tber giire being to sudi children, and how 
otherwise should sueh matchless beairty 
asd d^anee be hid in a desert! Tell me, 
I conjure jou, -madam, wheHier my past 
fiiendsbip with the duke of N<»fc4k does 
not af^titJe me to yours T* 

^< It does, indeed, my lord,'' cried I, 
bursting into tears at the name of my ffa- 
ther, ^Ho my eternal gratitude. Your frank 
avowal sets me above all dissimulation ; I 
diffe own to you, that you have guessed my 
biriii most truly." 

**But why then were you buried in 
this solitude ? why not adcnowledged in 

France?" 

" Ah, my lord ! might I not, with much 
more reason demand, how the fevourite of 
iBlizabeth came unattended and alone to 
seek in these woods an asylum from assas«> 
ans?" 

" I will reply to you with candour, ma*, 
dam,** added he, ** and thus bespeak your 
cdnfldence. The favour of a soverei^ may 
esfflly make us ^reat, but many dhHim^ 
stanoes must comeur to make us kappy ; 
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and when you hear some events ^ my life; 
I dare promise tnys0]f your compassion." 

Ellinor, having executed her comtnission, 
r^oined us at this moment. I will frankly 
confess I wished her abs^ice, and had im- 
posed a task on her I could never have ex- 
ecuted. The presence of lord Leicester had 
awakened in my mind a thousand hopes 
and wishes unknown before. Not recol- 
lecting the improbability of his passing so 
many years without forming tender attach- 
ments, almost unconsciously I aspired to his 
heart ; and my apprehension of EUitior's 
superior charms bad made me meanly 
cheat her of an opportunity of making a first 
impression: by submitting to my injustice 
she rendered me sensible of it in the most 
generous manner, and the care I then took 
to display her merit, induced my lord to 
imagine I regarded him with indifierence« 
Thus I reaped a double advantage from my 
return to rectitude. 

My sister informed us, that she had seen 
four men examining every part of the ru- 
ins; assured lord Leicester must be hid 
among them^ as one had picked up his hat 
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(which he doubtless dropped when he ad- 
dressed me), and swearing never to quit the 
wood till they had found him, they sepa- 
rated to pursue the search. 

I turned pale dt this terrible inteUigence, 
which made his departure impossible ; but 
as we every moment expected father An- 
thony, who might have a share in the 
alarm the assassins would occasion, we 
agreed to hide my lord in Mrs. Mariow's 
chamber, which had hitherto been deserted, 
and a place where none but ourselves would 
seek him. 

It was now evening, and as the age and 
infirmities of our maid rendered her rather 
an incumbrance than relief, we set before 
lord Leicester a repast, perhaps more adapt* 
ed to his health than his appetite, but all 
our retreat at that time afforded ; and, with- 
drawing, left him that we might be ready 
if our guardian should visit us. 

As I would not have you imagine, how- 
ever, we were indebted to nature, that the 
surprise lord Leicester expressed sprung 
only from our beauty, I must observe to 
you, we drest to the taste of Mrs. Maribw, 
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r^er than thai; einny oountiy ; imd those 
habitei 'which covered happy hmits pi^e^fiwnre 
a Ifwig superiority ui the fuAcy. Close^fB^* 
ets and coats, of pale grey, w€^ trimnstod 
round the skirte andsl^eiFes with bh/^ bu- 
^fnnge; the oolkrs were throws :liack 
from the tibroat and chest with point laoe^ 
and tied at the bosom wit^ black taifaela ; 
our hair, which was very thick, covered our 
nedcs and foreheads, falling in ringlets ftt>m 
under cambric edbPs; small beaver bats, 
wkh high crowns, and waving biaek fea* 
thers, completed our appearance, at once 
too rustie and too elegant not to strike 
every parson. Simplicity is the perfection 
of dress, and ElUnor presents herself in that 
I have described, more beautiful than wlien 
adorned with all the gaudy trainings pride 
and luxury have invented. She had an 
areh, a smiling eye, wfaidi, while it indi* 
cated observation, teemed with good aa* 
ti»e ; a complexion perfectly fau% and de- 
fiiiately heightened by a bloom which omote 
from the b^art, as its ohangeaUeneaa im^ 
pUed; a graceful sitatux^ and a mamier 
which won almost e^try (me to kxve her 
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half as well as I did. But I <need not «x* 
patiate on my Ellen's character; though 
dormant at present, it will soon demand 
your compassion in the hardest trials of Hfe. 

Love, madam, is the parentof art. When 
we left lord L^sester, without dedaring 
my own sentiments concerning him, I 
sought to penetrate into my sister's, for 
that constant error of a first passion had 
infected me, and I ^cied that the man 
who had subdued my heart, might those of 
all my sex ; every glance increases^ a fear so 
exquisite ; I thought constantly I read in 
her eyes ideas afflictingly similar to mf 
own : yet the lively sense she expressed at 
our indiscretion, which she easily conceived 
would put us in liie power of Elizabeth's 
favourite, made me very doubtful ; for at 
though the same apprehension occurred to 
ore, the confidence I already had in hi&faok 
nour, and the strong anxiety I fdt for his. 
life, made it a faint and distant alarm. 

This night I first found my rest distttrb*- 
ed by the reflections c^ my mind« I h^ied 
one moment every thing. I flattexed my^ 

VOL. I. V 
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self that the 'Simplicity of my education, 
and the purity of my heart, would, by a 
constrast with those of tl)e court, atone for 
the want of that polish a court alone can 
give; the obscurity of ray birth I found 
too sensibly a misfortune, and withdrawing 
my compassion for the first time from my 
parents, bestowed it on myself Yet again 
would I say, can he despise the daughter 
of his fA^nd ? Will he destine me to suf- 
fer for an in Jiscretion in which I had no 
share ? Oh ! let me judge his heart by my 
own, which already feels that the soverei^- 
ty of the universe would be too little for 
liappiness, if he was not to partake it. 

The calm rest of my sister set my heart 
at ease respecting her ; I told every mo- 
ment as it passed, anxiously expecting that 
in which lord Leicester was to begin his 
narmtion. I had exhausted the few mis- 
fortunes my imagination suggested, with* 
out being able to find any which could, in 
so weil^governed a country, reduce a man 
of his distinction to flight ; but how, un- 
tainted with the vices of the world, could 
I guess at the real on^ ? 
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Without acquainting lord Leicester 
who had the conduct of our education, we I 

made him sensible that we had reasons for 
concealing hira from every person : he had 
too mnch politeness to press for an expla- 
nation, and we were compelled to leave 
him alone till the departure of father An- 
thony should give us an opportunity to | 
listen to his history. i 

The father, always slow and deliberate, 
seemed this day to have gained an addition 
to those qualities ; instead of retiring after ' 

dinner, as usual, he began a long discourse 
(from a momentary impatience I had dis- ^1 

covered through some trifling occasion) on 
the subduing our passions, every word of 
which augmented mine, and the less we 
seemed sensible of his argument, the more 
he became inclined to prolixity, till my im.- 
patience having arisen to the greatest 
height, allayed of itself; and I learnt no- i^ 

thing but acquiescing in all he advanced ' 

could put a period to the tedious conver- 
sation/ This finesse succeeded : he depart- 
ed, and without staying a moment longw 
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than was necessary to ascertain that cir- 
jcumstance, we released the eai^l, and con- 
diicted him to oar great room, as we call- 
ed it. 

Lord Leicester did not delay to gratify 
our curiosity, but began his story thus : 
(for to prevent the coldness a relater al- 
itays gives to events, and as almost the 
very words are familiar to ray memory, 
whenever a narration occurs, T, in justice 
to the person concerned, sliall give him the 
power of speaking for himself.) 

** Sprung from a family too distinguish- 
ed to be unknown to you, ladies, I might 
pass over the early part of my life in si- 
lence, did not one circumfiitance in it ac* 
count for the honours and favours my 
royal mistress has delighted to shower upon 
me. The last of five son^ I was too ybung 
to be sensible of the loss when my unhap« 
py family were sacrificed to their own ani- 
\Mwhf and espiscopal tyranny. Without 
any fortune, and obno^iou^ to those wba 
bad irenbled at the very name of North- 
mnbertand, no happier &te had awaited 
me firom the persecutions of Mary^s reiga 
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la, tithe wfai^fa will fill the latest with hor^ 
for), had not the earl of Arundel generously 
sa*eened me from her rage* He had me 
conducted from a seat of my father^s, be- 
stowed on him by the queen, to Hii^ 
bert Hall, a noble one of his own, where I 
was educated with his children, without 
being known to the world. The kindness 
of this nobleman well deser^res commemo- 
ration, since to the compassion awakened 
by my youth and helpless state," nothing 
was added but a grateful remembrance of 
a small favour the lord GuiWord had shewn 
him^ at a time when his religion was mcHie 
feared, though less punished, than ours theq ' 
was- Sensible of all bis generosity, I ne- 
glected nothing to prove my grstitude ; and 
habit giving me the same advantage in his 
affections with his own children, he seemed 
to take pleasure in numbering me am^Hig 
them, and proposed to unite me to one of 
h&. daughters; who had from to* in&ncy 
entertained a partiality for me.* Fate was 
against him ; for of t§ie four lovdy dhit* 
dren be had when I was added to the nu^m^ 
bet, I saw him without ^nf^beitve I waa> 
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> fifteen. These losses, &r from souring his 
temper, only softened it ; he bent himself 
more mtently on establishing me in all his 
* fortunes, and was not without liopes of ob- 
taining the reversion of his title for me. 
Miss Linerick, the daughter of his sister, 
and the heiress of a large fortune^ besides 
what she might hope from him, was the 
lady he made choice of for my bride, 'and 
the agreement was formed with her father 
and guardians without my knowledge; 
ni»r did I venture to refuse my consent, 
when it was demanded ; although I had 
never seen the lady, and found my heart 
utteily repugnant to a match in which it 
-liad no share. 

" TTie princess Elizabeth (whose noble 
endurance of an unjust imprisonment will 
Teflect eternal honour on her prudence) 
was, during the life of her sister, kept in 
dose captivity; various lords, as various 
fears obliged them to change, had tlie 
charge of her ; the earl of Arundel was for 
3, short time entrusted with the important 
4>ffice, and thus was I early introduced to 
the knowledge of that pious lady. Far 
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frotri extending the prgudtces she might 
justly have imbibed against my family to 
myself, she was pleased to honour me with 
her notice — ^to take amusement in polish* 
ing my manners, and accomplishing my 
mind. Brought up a Catholic, it was to 
faer I owed the enlightening of my under* 
standing, and the discretion to conceal a 
difference of opinion from my benefactor, 
which might have alienated, and perhaps 
broke his heart. 

** My attachment to her was as great as 
her own goodness : I longed, with the ar* 
dour of youth, to signalize myself in her 
service : nor was it long before an occasion 
ofiered. The earl of Devonshire, actuated 
either by love or ambition, flattered hipEiself 
that the princess's captivity would make 
her gladly embrace a proposal of marriage : 
he engaged mahy noblemen who favoured 
the Protestant religion in the seh^m^ ai>d 
he imagined nothing was necessary towaids 
obtaining her consent but her knowledge 
of the design. To effect this, he disguised 
himsdif as a gardener, and worked several 
daysy iu the hope of seeing Elizabeth^ b^t 



104 THE iificmsi* 

in vaiii; for the queen's orders were so 
strict, that she was allowed for exercise only 
k long gallery with latticed windows, which 
joined to her apartment. The awkward^ 
ness of the eaii in his new emplo3rnient, of 
xvhich I was fond, and consequently a oom- 
j>etent judge, caught ray attention; I spake 
to him, afnd the involuntary tremor, caused 
by a fear of detection, strengthened my sus- 
picion ; he eluded my questions with too 
much exactness to be what he affected; 
and this I mentioned casually to the prin- 
cess, while etitertaining her in the gallery : 
she listened to whatl said attentively, and 
then walking to the window, desiised me 
to point out tlie man, who was sitting* to 
rest himself, with his eyes fixed intently on 
the house; Elizabeth remained at the win- 
dow buried in thought; atlast» turninj; to- 
wards me, slie demanded if I esteemed iier 
ehough to run some hazard for her sake ? 
I assured her, with an eagerness propor- 
tioned to the desire I had to serve her, that 
she could command nothing I woukl not 
execute with joy. She replied, * had not 
«he expected such an answer, she had not 
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ventured such a question; wiiat I vmh 
1^1)/ continxied the princess^, 'is that^^ 
when you' can find him aione, you will teU 
fikt man, I have seen, and know him; and 
shice loannot doubt but thatins hrtention vi 
to render me some service, I request be wiU 
signify its nature by you ; however, as He' 
may doubt the sincerity of a gentleman, 
whose interest seems so opposite to hisown,. 
diew him this jewel — ^he will remember it,- 
and say I bid you tell hinfi,.that it was the^ 
gift of his father to me some years agp.! 

^ The princess then took from her arm^ 
a remarkable diamond, and' gave it. to my 
care ; I withdrew from her presence, and 
never did night seem longer than that 
I spent, before it was possible for me to 
execute her command ; but resol\ied not 
to lose a moment, I rose very early, and 
placed myself in a thicket; through which > 
I knew he must pass. His reluctance to^ 
mix with' the daily laboui^rs, whose hap- 
pines reaches not beyond a coarse me^,, 
and a coarse jest^ made him usually come 
alone, and when the rest were past, I saw- 
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him approach. Certain, without knowing 
who he was, that he must be a man of dis- 
tinction^ I drew near him with respect, 
and delivered my embassy ; the confusion 
and doubt my address occasioned, tranisb- 
ed at sight of the diamond ; he fell into 
raptures at the goodness of the princess, 
•and no words seemed sufficient to testify 
his gratitude for my service. 

** Acquainted enough with the world to 
know, that the placing a confidence is the 
surest way of attaching a young mind, he 
made no secret of his rtame, and gave into 
my hands a letter as valuable to him as Iiis 
life. . 

" Elizabeth, disgusted at the free hope he 
expressed, or perhaps unwilling to remo^ 
herself still farther from the throne by of- 
fending her sister, declined the proposal of^ 
the earl, who negleqted no instance to in- 
duce her to change her mind, as he could 
never hope to find a time so favourable for 
her escape; he fancied at last, that I had 
an interest in rejecting him ; and when no- 
thing could prevail with her, lavished all 
his reproaches on me, as the capital obsta- 
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cle. I know not to what exti^mity he 
might have carried his resent m^it, hadiK>t 
lord Arundel, tO' whom the head-gardeptr 
had declared his suspicion of this mas, 
from having found some jewels sewed in 
his garbv caused him to be apprehended; 
but his ill. health and infirmities disabling 
him from an immediate examination^ no- 
tice was sent to the courts and the earl 
confined with caution. The princess^- alaarfii-^ 
ed at this accident, which she foresaw her 
enemies would construe to her disadviuci- 
tage, without giving her chance to juBrtify 
herself, forgot that calmness, which consti* 
tuted in her early years the meritorious ^ 

part of her character^ I too sensibly fdt 1 

her afflictions^ not to participate in this ; 
and to prove my sympathy, formed a de- 
sign,, which the romantic generosity inci- } 
dent to youth alone could justify*. 

^* Entrusted with the charge of the cri- 
minaly it was very easy for me^ in the dead 
of nighty to set him free; but to render 
my generosity complete, and ensure hi* es* 
cape, I ordered a horse to be held in readi- 
ness in the thicket,- as for myself; and fuix 
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nishihg iiim ndth some dothes of my own, 
oonducted him to the garden gate, and re* 
turned mow aatisfied with my own oon- 
4uot than I ever yet had beai. 

^ The consequences of his eso^ sug:- 
gested themadves immediately to lord 
Arundel on his receiving the information ; 
h^ sent for m^ as my connivance was evi- 
dent, and enraged at my refusing event a 
reiacm fix* it, save the promise I had made, 
ht ocdened me to be confined^ and dis- 
|«tdbied a messeng^ to court, with full 
^ penticulars .of the prisoner's jeulfu^gemeirt. 
A sliort time, however, abated his resent- 
ment : he reproacl^ himself for a rash- 
ness as culpable as my own, and sent seve- 
ral of his servants to stay the first ; but not 
finding him return, he was pleased at once 
to forget my obstiimcy, and by coming to 
visit me, shew he pardoned^ my fiiult. 
He tfhen told me he had nothing to pro- 
pose that would ensure my safety but im- 
mediate flight ; and not doubting but that 
he could appease the queen, recommended 
me to set out immediately for Ireland^ to 
tidoe xefttge with his brother-iQ-law^ 9t 
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Patrick Linerick. Overwhelmed with Ills 
goodness, I had ix> way tx>. atone for my 
error but obedience, and prepared for my 
journey without hesitation ; the reluctance 
with wluch the earl parted from me was a 
cutting reproach ; but Heaven did not suf- 
fer me to escape unpunished : I was met 
on the road by a party of guards, conduct- 
ed by tfae first messenges, who, ignorant of 
the diange in lord AnmdePs resolution, 
imagined I was making my escape like- 
wise, and conjured the officer to seize me : 
astonished at a stroke so unforeseen and 
unlucky^ I delivered up my arms withmit 
resistance, and was conducted to the Tower 
of London. 

" Some days elapsed without my seeing 
any but my guard, when I was conducted 
before the privy counoii, and interrogated 
concerning what I knew of the prisoner 
and his designs ; but refusing to answer, I 
WBS remanded back to a closer dungeon 
and harder fare. This was repeated seve- 
ral times, insomuch that I was astonished' 
at not being tried and sentenced by the 
law ; when one day I was agreeably sur- 
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prised at seeing lord Arundel enter my 
prison. Want of air and proper food had 
sd altered roe^ that the good man, n^lect- 
ing his commission, wept like an infant orii 
my neck ; but recovering, and remember- 
ing he was not sent to console me, and had 
witnesses attending to report our discourse, 
he began with conjuring me, l>y erv^ery 
power he had over me, as a father, a guar^ 
dian, and a friend, to provide for my own 
safety by a discovery of all I knew, with- 
out which my life ^ould be dfevoted, rn 
spite of his efforts, and the affliction of 
losing the only prop of his age would in- 
fallibly sliorten his daysw 

« The gentleness of his address, the con- 
cern which wrung; every venerable fea- 
ture, pierced my soul ; and, although- I 
could not betray the princess, I will can- 
didly confess I lamented my rash officious^ 
ness in serving her ; but as repentance was 
fruitless, I had only to summon patience 
to endure an evil I had brought on myself; 
nevertheless, to a^ct the benefactor^, to 
whose goodness I owed all, was a trial in- 
deed. I threw myself at his feet, I coix« 
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jured him only, to remember my ohstinnfiy, 
to cast me from liis heart, but>never to em- 
ploy a power I revered, to make me .odi- 
ous and contemptible^— assuring him, that 
an honourable death was, in my eyii^s,- in- 
finitely more to be de»red than a life pro- 
longed by treachery and ingratitude. He 
regarded me with attention, and after seem- 
ing to deliberate for a moment, he ^n>* 
ceeded to offer me the mo^ splendid re- 
wards. 1 stopt him- — * Oh, my lord !' exi- 
claimed I, ^ can you tlunk so meanly of 
the man before yoii, as to believe, after re- 
sisting your entreaties, he can poorly be 
bribed to do ill ? how truly unworthy then 
were I of the name of your son !' 

' What can 1 say?' said he, turning to 
some men present^ and drawing his bands 
from mine to clasp them together in au 
agony of grief — • how seek to corrupt a 
constancy I admire? Adieu, my dear soul 
I am unequal to the task imposed on m^. 
May the God who taught you principles so 
just, bless and protect you, whatever your 
fate ! my days may still be fewer than 
yours, and this is, perhaps^ an etemed fare- 
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weUi — Adieu again-**-! wili never forget 
you.' Sa3ring these words, be Caugbt hold 
of some persons present^ who rather car- 
ried than led him out 

^' I bad before t^is been* supported. By 
piide^ but the s^fise of dcnng wron^ hadi 
never mingled with my feelings till ncnv.; 
my own life/ had hitherto presented no- 
thing to.make it particularly valuable ; h\ft 
that of* lord Arundel was a blessing to himr 
sdif and his country; and what right had 
I to shorten it — I, wiiose peculiar duty, 
it was to watch over.his decaay, and smooth 
his passage to the grave? This remem- 
brance gfive me inexpressible grief* 

^^ I found likewise that the courts jrom 
my resolution, imagined the plot of miidi 
more consequence than it .really was ; yet 
after so many denials I could not declaim 
the whole, > witliout l»:ing|ng an imputa- 
tion, more terrible than death, on my me- 
mory: I therefore called together every: 
reflection that could £^tify my mind, and . 
waited my fate with composure 

** A veiy few days after this interview 
put Ml end to the life c^ a queen, whose 
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croeky ca^ a blet alike upon her sex and 
religbn, and Elizabetli being placed on the 
throne by the voice of the people, made the 
opening of my prison doors one of her first 
cares; she did me the honour of seeing me 
in the garments I had worn in my confine- 
ment, and gave me her royal word, tlntt 
she conld find no greater pleasure in her 
sovereignty, than that of rewarding my 
fidelity. 

^' An allay was prepared to this satisfac- 
tion; lord Arundd had expired the mght 
before of the gout in his stomach; bat, 
knowing I might claim my safety from the 
new queen, he had left me joint heir, with 
his niece, of his estates, with only one con- 
dition, whidi was, that of mairying her ; 
ordermg the oovenant sliould he fulfilled 
in two years, and if either party refused to 
ooin}>ly, his or her share of the fortune 
should go to the other. AU die advantages 
I could have reaped, 1\^ he left nae sole 
hdr of his wealth, would never have re- 
compensed me for his loss. This blow less^ 
ened the hopes of my life ; I had promised 
myself, in the first moments of my free-^ 
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dora, to convince this nobly-disintwested 
friend, that independence could never lessen 
my gratitude, but would rather increase an 
attachment, to which the malicious could 
then assign no motive but the just one. 

** The queen, in the first years of her 
reign, loaded, me with honours, called me 
her knight, nor entered into any amuse- 
ment in which I was not a party. The 
obsequious behaviour of my equals flatter- 
ed a vanity latent in my heart, and per- 
suaded me that they saw deeper into her 
intentions than myself. I was much 
younger than £Uizabeth, and involved in 
another engagement, yet the world thought 
she loved me : but being little disposed to 
matrimony, and by the queen's bounty en- 
abled to indulge myself» I gave up to Miss 
Linerick the estates of her uncle, without 
even seeing her, because I would not o£fend 
the rriafion of lord Arundel, by giving the 
world reason to believe I did it from dis- 
taste. This circumstance no sooner reach- 
ed the ear of the queen, than it filled her 
with gladness visible . to the whole eouct, 
which confirmed them in the belief that I 
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was destined one day to share her rank. 
I had reason to be convinced, from many 
circumstances of the queen's cond uct, known 
but to myself, that she really had an affec- 
tion for me, and only waited till some of 
tlie elder nobility, who were ray rivals, had 
given up the pursuit, and till my years al- 
lowed her to make me her choice without 
bringing a censure on her prudence. 

*' Attached to Elizabeth rather by grati- 
tude than affection, I had patience enough 
to wait her resolution, and entertained my- 
self rather with the gaieties than the poli- 
tics of the kingdom. It was at this time 
the beautiful Mary of Scotland shone forth 
(fatally for herself) the rival of Elizabeth, 
and destroyed that peace which prosperity 
and admiration had contributed to bestow 
on our queen. In the adversity of her 
youth, she had been flattered with the 
idea of supporting a superiority over her 
oppressor by a discreet submission ; but to 
meet with so powerful a rival in beauty, 
talents, and empire, when at the summit 
of her glory, was a stroke as mortifying as 
unexpected; Elizabeth ever sickened at 
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the name of Mary> and, by extravagant 
praises, pointed the severe remarks slie 
continually made on her conduct She 
inaintained with a rigid exactness the ad- 
vantages she possessed, from the situation 
of her kingdom, over her neighbour, and 
continually affected to dioose her a hus- 
band from the handsome and dissolute no- 
bles of her court* Melvil, the Scotch am- 
bassador, among other presents to Efiza- 
betb, brought with him a pid^ure of bis 
mistress. It was done by a French artist 
exquisitely skilled. This little portrait 
Elizabeth always wore hanging to her 
breast: I never b^eld it witlioiit admiring 
. the finest imitation art could execute of th^e 
most finished production of nature. Ohe 
evening, while the queen was conversing 
\Vith me, rny eyes, by a kind of habit, were 
fixed on this ornament i she suddenly rose, 
and retired in great wrath to her apart- 
ment She shut herself up three days be- 
t(xe the extravagance of her resentment 
permitted her to form any resolution ; at 
last the countess of Somerset oame to me 
^th the piotui^ and an assur^uice from. 
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the queen, that, as slie percetred I oould 
never be happy without the original, she 
should alter her designs, and had sent di« 
rections to the earl of Bedford to propose 
me to Mary. 

"Thunderstruck at so excessive and ri- 
diculous a jealousy, I neglected nothing to 
satisfy the queen ; I made a thousand pro- 
testations of my indifference to the queen 
of Scots, in vain : Elizabeth's pride was 
oiiended, and that was the hardest to ap« 
pease of all her passions — ^she insisted on 
my keeping the picture, and haughtily for- 
bade me ever to remember her but as my 
sovereign. 

•* I retired from her presence piqued 
by her haughtiness, which, though a qua- 
lity adapted to her rank, is disgusting in 
her sex. The picture of Mary was yet in 
my hand— when 1 remember the sweet- 
ness and affability she was fiuned for, the 
infinite superiority of her charms, and the 
softness of her cfaaraet^, I was gratefiil to 
Elizabeth for her anger, since it broke th6 
ties my gratitudie had formed, and left me 
in hopa^of a happiec fi^te I repented fi 
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message I had sent off to the earl of Bedford 
to forbid bis mentioning my name, and only- 
wished it might arrive too late. In my 
union with Elizabeth, I saw I must be a 
cypher, for she was jealous to excess of her 
power : with Mary I might share a king- 
dom, and, by studying her humour, render 
her and myself happy* All our wishes 
are not, however, to be successful. The 
queen of Scots, prepossessed that Eliza- 
beth intended to raise me to the throne of 
England, believed the proposal a jest, and 
treated it as such. The earl of Bedford 
gave into this, from a conviction that he 
sliould oblige me by it; and thus I saw 
myself, after having aspired to two queens, 
without hopes of either, 

** From the moment of my being ne- 
glec:ted by Elizabeth, I had found myself in 
the condition of those favourites who fall 
from the piiuiacleof greatness to obscurity. 
After seeing my presence make a drde^ 
and my apartment a court, 1^ ap|fteared 
alone, or continued in solitude. Vanity, 
and not generosity, had governed me, and 
of iStuxe who followed, no one really loved. 
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and all envied me; tfaey rejoiced in my 
disgrace, and ridiculed my ambitionw 
What shall I say, ladies ? shall I give false 
motives for my actions, or confess faults 
ray youth may excuse ? I must be sin- 
cere, whether that sincerity interests you. 
in my favour or otherwise, 

"Resolved at all events to have the 
jdeasure of mortifying my enemies, I 
wrote to the queen, assuring her, that the 
honoum^ she had loaded me with were in- 
cumbrances, since she had withdrawn her 
favour, and if my offence (unwitting as it 
was) exceeded forgiveness, I requested to 
resign my employments, and retire to Ke^ 
nilworth. This letter I took an opportu* 
nity of presenting to her in the gardens of 
Sheen ; but, far frdvpronouncing a severe 
sentence, she was pleased to shed tears, 
and tenderly reproach me on the lightness 
of my att^hment ; on which I took the 
picture of the queen of Scots, and casting 
it into the Thames, entreated her to bury 
with it the remembrance of my fiiult. She 
gav^ qie her band to kiss, and I bad the 
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pride of leading her to the court, rein* 
stated in her favour. 

^* This disgrace tmight me a useful les- 
son, which was to employ my power but 
to serve the worthy, the only way to se- 
cure friends, and avoid making enemies. 
I learnt how to rate justly all who sur- 
rounded me, to despise flattery, and by ne- 
ver elevating myself, put it out of the 
power of malice or envy in future to hu- 
miliate me. The queen was preated by 
the parliament to marry ; she had promis- 
ed to deliberate on the proposal, and my 
interest in her heart made me hope a ia- 
veurable conclusion to my suit, when an 
unfortunate chance overturned aU my 
schemes and hopes, ax»i made me tremble 
whenever Uie queen opKed her lips to me» 
lest I should hear a resolution which was 
so lately my utmost wish. 

" Sir Walter, the head of the Devereux 
family, was lately created earl of Essex ; 
he had been sent to Ireland to subdue the 
rebels, whei-e he married. He returned to 
court to present his bride, whom I bad 
scarce regarded a moment^ when my heart 
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became fl»i8ible[ of a sentim^it unknovn to 
it before. I was ambitious of her notice, 
and envied the courtiers who surrounded 
her ; I yet Is'^mbled to approach her, and 
Uie compliment of introducticm was deli- 
voed by me with a low voice and timid 
air; the cold dignity of her mfanner, and 
her instantly turning from me to converse 
with lord Sands, affronted me highly. I 
examined all I had said or done, but not 
finding any thing exceptionable on my 
part, I condemned her as a flattered girl, 
vun of acddental advantages even to follyv 
and retired without taking any further lA^ 
tioe of lady Essex. The queen gave a baU 
that evening : I dressed sevi^ral hours^ too 
soon, and continually fsuacied the dock 
stood; Not doub^^ but that I had th« 
power of mortifying lady Essex> I deters 
mined to use it; even her Jord seeiQ^d 
united in her offence, though I had no 
complaint to make against him but thiA| 
he had married her. In short, pleased or 
angry, I could think of nothing but this 
lovely woman ; and though I st^d at home 

TOL* i. G 
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till quite tired* I found myself the first in 
the drawing-room. 

** The queen learning I was there, and 
pleased with my attention, which she placed 
to her own account, sent for me to her clo- 
set : among other questions, she asked hovr 
I liked lady Essex ? and the asperity with 
which I censured her was far from dfe- 
pleasing to Elizabeth, who had a talent £x 
satire, and was fond of all who excelled 
in it 

" We entered the room at the same mo- 
ment with the lovely bride, more obvi- 
. oa.sly so, as more adorned. The queen 
turned to me, who was leaning on the back 
of her chair — * I think,' said she, * my 
lord, I must take the liberty of appointing 
^ou to dance with hi^ Essex, that the 
court may have an opportunity of admir- 
^P ing how well I have matched you.' — * I 
thought,' returned I, * your majesty had 
promised me the pleasure of entertaining 
you ; and surely lady Essex has matched 
herself much more happily.' — * Lord Lei- 
cester, madsun,' said that lady, in an iro- 
nical tone, ' is uniform in his opinion re- 
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specting me, and for once I agree with 
him.' Saying this, she gave her hand to 
her lord, who honoured the younger Cecil 
with it. Amazed at a pique I could no 
way explain, I remained in a sullen reve- 
rie till the queen interrupted it, by asking 
if I did not think lady Essex's wit inclined 
to the severe ? I replied — * When I knew 
whether she had any sense, I should judge 
of her wit ; but that at present she was per- 
fectly unintelligible to me.' — * Why sure- 
ly, my lord,' cried the queen, leaning on 
the arm of her chair, and raising her eyes 
to mine, * you know she was Miss Line- 
rick?' ^What a fund of intelligence was 
conveyed in these few words, and what a 
revolution did they make in my mind! 
To find I had refused, and, in refusing, in- 
sulted the woman on whom my happiness 
must depend, or, rather, from whose re- 
sentment my misery was begun ! Pride, 
auger, and ambition, vanished ; my heart, 
overflowing with chagrin and love, ap- 
plauded her just disdain, and owned that 
she could never despise me for my stupi-. 

g2 
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dity half so much as I did myself. Insen- 
sible to all the discourse of the queen^ my 
eyes pursued with a vain and late regret 
the beauteous bride, till the meanders of 
the dance eluding my sight, I struck my 
head, in a transport, against the quest's 
chair, and being obliged to excuse myself, 
complained of a vertigo, and retired. * 

" I was interrupted in the midst of the 
disagreeable reflections arising from the 
past scene by Elizabeth's physician, whom 
she had graciously ordered to attend me. 
He easily invented a reason for a malady 
his art could neither cause or cure, and 
having directed me to be bled, left me to 
repose. The queen sent several messen- 
gers to inquire after me, and when I paid 
my duty next to her, almost gave me a re- 
lapse by dismissing her attendants. Per- 
plexed and uneasy, I hardly dared to raise 
my eyes, or anticipate her deterrqination. 
I met hers, which seemed equally irrejio- 
lute, and a pause of a few moments was at 
last interrupted by Elizabetlt 

•^ She informed me, that aftfer the most 
mature deliberation, she found that al- 
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thou^.she preferred me to all men exist- 
ing, she tXHild not by marrying make me 
^fW* ^^ ^ ^ h»setf ; that in yielding to 
this weakness of her heart, she should fen: 
ever sully her reputatioin for wisdom, 
which would always, while single, teach her 
how to manage pther potentates, either by 
hope or fear ; and that such a degradation 
in general opiliion would too sensibly af- 
fect l^r* — * Leicester,' said she, * thou seest 
my ^igenuqu$ m<^veis--rl know thou 
lovest. me» and to make thee some am^ids 
fcKT the grief this must give thee, be 
a^red by our royal wor4 that we will 
never marry another man, however glori- 
ous hi& rank. Ccmsider» therefore, whatever 
matrimopial treaties are on foot, as tubs 
thrown Jout to the whale, arid reihetnber 
EHmbetii's friendship shall distinguish 
thee almost as much as her choice could.' 

'' I kissed the hand she held out to 
me with apparent chagrin, but in reality 
she had retiev^d my hea«t from a lieavy 
load. I vteritured to admire a fortitude 
which reduced me to despair, and thus 9m- 
piy gratified that vanity, which in her takes 
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the lead of every softer passion. Never- 
theless, I was struck with her demand of 
a solemn promise on my part never to mar- 
ry without her consent, and considered it 
as a selfish and arbitrary exaction unknown 
to a tender heart. 

" The whole court learnt that I had lost 
my hopes without losing my influenoe. 
The queen, just to her promise, gave me 
a palpable superiority on every occasion, 
and I only desired it to make my homage 
more gratifying to the fair lady £ssex, who 
shewed too much anger to rob me of hope. 
Had she appeared equally indififerent and 
polite, she would totally have discouraged 
me ; but a man may reasonably flatter him- 
self with the prospect of a pardon, as long 
as a lady deigns to appear offended. I 
made every possible concession to her pride, 
and the pleasure she found in humbling 
me, interwove me insensiUy with her hap* 
piness. 

** I should spare to your virgin delicacy, 

7 ladies, the acknowledgment of a disgrace-^ 

ful and guilty love, were it not absolutely 

essential to mark the remainder of my 
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sltory. There was a levity and inconsist- 
ency in the manners of lady Essex which 
soon awakened her lord's jealousy ; and as 
she had always been indulged to folly, she 
could so ill brook any restraint, that it 
threw her the more readily into my power. 
The belief that I was loved alone by hcK, 
and had myself reduced her to make an- 
other choice, enabled her to preserve a me- 
rit with me even in her fall. The few 
hours we could steal were lavished in the 
most ardent affection. I grew almost as 
jealous of her as her lord, and blest the 
caution with which he shut her up more 
and more, even from me, since it totally 
excluded all other lovers. The oftener I 
saw her, however, the more ardently I de- 
sired it ; and when at last her lord was ap- 
pointed to the conimand of the forces in 
Ireland, whither he despotically resolved 
to carry her, my passion • and grief kept 
pace with hers ; the court presented no- 
thing to me worthy to supply the loss of 
one so amiable, and had not the queen 
given me a command in the LiOwG>untnes, 
I know not how I should long have con- 
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cealed tiie emptinesg of my bosom, now 
tenant was flown. 

** Several years passed away in a variety of 
scenes without my seeing lady Essex, wbeii 
the early death of her lord Idl her at Mber* 
ty to fix her residoice in England. I te- 
turned home on the first intdHgfenoe. The 
sober widowhood in which die lived fnade 
it difficult for me to ^in admission to bar 
presence, which I at h&t effected by a dis- 
guise. Her beauty shone througlx her sa- 
bles with new and m<Mfe touching graces, 
while my heart betrayed me ioto inyahui- 
tary exdamations and caresses. IShe: W^^, 
and retreating frcHn my arms, assured aae, 
the only action of her life she repe6t6d 
that attachment which had sullied hef 
noeaiee, and which she was resolved to 
pLate by eternal sedusion and repeutante* 
All my entreaties wa:e fruitless. Shebiknt 
fixHU me into an apartment 'where she told 
me her brother, Mr. linerick, wAs^ who 
Ibstantly rushed into the room^ and-d^ 
v^Miided by what right I had presumed to 
detrai kdy Essex ? I adiswered tndy » Jby 
tha^ ^« lovw Ame, BAd flattered mysfelf 
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wltb goininig the interest of this young 
Iiishnlw in.fdvQur of my pretensions^ by 
obtaining a considerable post for him the 
Mxt day. I ea$ft]y discerned his sister's 
aim was a marriage with me» which, from 
evay reason, and more especially the pro* 
mise I hud made to the queen, I wished to 
avoid. Endllsss negocia,tions were carried 
on, and these fermented the weakness of 
my heart to such a degree, that I forgot 
her error. Vanity but too easily persuades 
a geiierous man to pardon a frailty of which 
he is the cause and the object. Lady Es- 
sex listened very readily to an honourable 
pn>po6al, and gave me at Greenwich an 
exclusive claim to that hand so long, so 
passionately beloved. 

'' Anxious to conceal this event from the 
queen, who rigidly maintained over me 
the rights of a jealous lover, while she dis* 
daimed the title, I visited my bride very 
rKr^y, and my affection rather increased 
than diminished ; in fact, I was the more 
opmjdelety happy when with, because I 
hourly experienced, in ev«y absence,, the 
impossibility of being happy without her/' 

g8 
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To return one moment to the poor Ma- 
tilda. — From the moment lord Leicester 
named this lady, my heart presaged her 
his wife ; the closing evening had luckily 
prevented the vsuious changes of my coun- 
tenance from being visible, but the sup- 
pressed swellings of my heart at last con- 
quered my spirits, and I sunk back at this 
part of his recital, if not fainting, at least 
senseless. 

Lord Leicester, alarmed, united with 

• • • . 

the terrified EUinor to recover me ; when 
fearing my full eyes would betray my 
hearty I urged indisposition, and besought 
his excuse for retiring to my chamber. He 
made many apologies for Iiavirtg &tigued 
me, to which Ellinor alon^ could answer. 
As soon as he left us, giving way to an ir- 
resistible impulse of sadness, I threw my 
arms round Ellinor, and wept bitterly; 
her generous tears streamed with mine, 
and we seemed fully to mingle ?ouIs with- 
out exchanging one word. 

** I understand you, my beloved sister," 
said she, ** and will spare your delicacy, 
but you wanted courage to hear the whole. 
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and this laidy is not immortaL Think bet* 
ter of yourself and your hopes, my dear 
Matilda, for EUinor becomes a prophet in 
your cause, and says that lord Leicestw 
and you were bom for each other.'* 

This little sally could not call the smile 
she wished for into my cheek. I was the 
more hurt at thi&i event, because I had 
(though I know not for what reason, except 
that we all too readily believe what we 
wish) overlooked it in my arrangement of 
suppositions. I passed the whole night in 
walking about my room, and lamenting-** 
*• He is married !" I would exclaim ; ** that 
invaluable heart and hand are then an* 
otheifs ! Oh, just Heaven ! have I then 
inherited my mother^s fate with her fea- 
tures ? Is a guilty passion ordained to be 
the crime and scourge of all my race ? let 
m^ at least bury it in my bosom. Yes,'' 
cried I, with conscious dignity, ** I may be 
unfortunate, but not censurable: the daugh- 
ter of Mary shall be worthy the Stuart lina 
When this admired Leicester returns into 
the world, he shall rehiember with reve- 
rence this dnnocent asylum, and the family 
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oCHmrard sUrii be rtaidear toMm. Oh» 
nagr lie retam mmSet^ to iSiat fuest hiq^ 
py of whresy while I waste my yoadi itt 
8olitode» only pleaising by its having imoe 
been his shelter P' Sdf would then pc^o» 
nkinate^ and floodi of impassiotied tcsan 
wash ffinray every just resolution. Alas ! I. 
fiiEget to whom I atn writing ; the lafigiiage 
iHMb tiioughts of lovers must be ikniformly 
the same, and I can only excuse tiiese rhap- 
sodies by observing that a tender faleart 
tiiaote its &im, eniotions under the Aame of 
another vntii a melancholy pleasure. 

Lord Leicesteiv at ihe usual hour the 
next day, resumed his narrative. 

^ The wars in the Low Countries carried 
me abroad half the year, and the rfantiinder 
I divided between the court and my lady. 
Security perhaps produced carelesmess, and 
the French ambassador, whose court ^ras 
interested in de{niving me of the queen's 
fitvouir, as the chkf obstacle to her appoint- 
ed marriage yifith the duke of Anjou, by 
some unexpected vigilance traced out the 
secret of my marriage, of which he imme- 
^£ately api»ised Elixdietfa. I had ^e 
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imation ohe momfng to reoeasw the nnost 
muisA fdkeiia of h» displeastire, finr she 
tt but tcx> .well known to gi ve an n Abound^ 
ed Boence to her tpngue, whenever her 
pamons are 9w:ftkened. She eh4^ her 
virulent repi^die^ with ordering me im- 
ibadfiarfely tojpin the artny in the Nether- 
lanieb».and foiiMide me ev^ to return with- 
out her p^rmis$k>n. Thunderstruck both 
wttfa the discovery and her ocmduct, I 
totted abd retired, without attempting to 
ofer a single >tofd in my own defence. 
I'he qneeh made me howeyer some atone^ 
ment for her violence, by refusing the 
diike, when jevery preliminary was settlecl, 
wbaob cruelly disappointed the French 
ambassador. 

'' No longer condemned to silence, my 
retinue escorted lady Leicester to Kenil- 
worth Castle, as the safest residence while 
the queen's anger continued, and I obeyed 
her in departing for Holland. I soon learnt 
thht Elizabeth's .chid* reason for not recall- 
ing mt, was the being obliged to pardon 
xby wife, to whom^ by a most unacoount- 
idble whim, she had transferred all her re- 



184 THE RECESS. 

senttnent, and whom she hoped to punish 
by continuing to separate us. The times, 
and a variety of reasons, made our oorres- 
pondence uncertain; months sometimes 
elapsed, and without I sent an express, I 
obtained no news of one so dear to me. I 
was unjust enough to impute the difficul- 
ties by turns to the queen and my enemies ; 
and piqued at Elizabeth's ungenerous mo- 
tive for exiling me, resolved to pass over 
incognito into England, and conduct lady 
Lfcicester into the Netherlands, or, if she 
was averse to that measure, endeavour to 
appease the queen. 

^* I executed my design so happily, that 
"my arrival at my own castle was the first 
news of my intention to lady Leioester, 
whom I found confined to the house by 
indisposition. It struck me that her joy 
was nearly allied to sorrow; but the 
thought was momentary, and I imputed 
it to her malady. Her beauty appeared 
much impaired, but placing the alteration 
merely to grief for my absence, it became 
~a new calL upon my tenderness. - She told 
me tfaie terror she wils 'under of Bltzabeth 
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had made her almost a prisoner in her own 
house, where she had passed fifteen months 
without any company except her brother, 
who had kindly followed her into this so- 
litude, to fix her influence over an ungo- 
vernable train of servants, to whom she 
was a stranger. I returned Linerick every 
adsnowledgment, and complimented him 
with a fine diamond, given me by the 
States on a former occasion. 

^* A long absence fix>m this mansion, 
where art and nature united to produce 
almost the effect of novelty, made it appear 
a most heavenly retreat fix>m the noise ftnd 
bustle of a camp. I passed the afternoon 
in surveying the garden, and directing 
many necessary alterations. 

'' Insensibly fatigued beyond bearing, I 
consented, at the persuasion of my lady, 
to retire, and endeavour to rest an hour 
' early in the evening ; I had slept several, 
when my valet, Le Val, threw open the 
curtains, and, with a countenance full of 
horror and intelligence, deprecated the 
wrath such a rude salutation must neces- 
sarily occasion. 



1S6 THE BBCEfU^ 

'VAmiMEe4 ^y^4 expresdcHi* I bade 
IMm xeodlect t^imsdf, sinoe, while thus 
qonfused^ I could not i?ely on his aocountSy 
however kind bis intention. 

' Paf*4on me^ my lord,' said he, ^ the 
liberty your ^etiy reduces me to take, of 
sounding the truth c^ the grievous intelli- 
gmt^ I am obliged in duty to reveal, by 
fii^t questioning your lordship— have you 
remarked that almost all your domestics 
are changed ?' 

'* J was struck with conviction by the 
question, though I had not made the ob- 
servation. 

* No, no,' said he warmly, ^ there was 
a devilish reason for that.' 

* Beware, Le Val,' returned I, * of 
what you would intsinuate ; fw if, without 
proof, you dare asperse ' 

* I have but top sufficient reasons, my 
lord/ added he, shaking his head, ' but 
they shall never pass this bosom, if you give 
an affirmative to my next deniand. — ^Are 
you C(H)vinced, my lord, that man is really 
brother to my lady who is called so ?' 

'* I hesitated. 
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' Let .u« h<^ xK>t,! «dd he, with vdbe- 
mence/* l6st we shock humanity; for, as 
sbbd as t)ne .Gt)d made them both, they are 
httt t«5 weH 'agreed/ 

'* Horrorstruck with the idea, my heart 
sickened, aiid inyoluntarily admitted a 
doijtht h&t too many circumstances comK 
bdi^ted. Hel: love of retirement might 
piixieed more frc^ such an attachment 
than r^ard for me;, nay, even her mar- 
lisge be but an honourable veil to the 
It)oiest dcMmesdon. I had neither power 
nor/wQl .to .silence the, poor fellow, who 
went 0SI, with «il honest eagerness-— 

^Of dll the servants long il-etwnfed by 
your lordship, two only remain, and the 
li^t are a set of urigoverned Irish, attached 
b^ cdtmtry to both brother and sistjer. 
The seteer . tmns he kept his place by silence 
and subcnisbion, and daitae Mai^ry, the 
hoosekdep^r^ tndst probably by managing 
all mf ladfs secrets. Biit the sew^r will 
make oath of my lady's intercourse with 
Liitasidi, and that, ftr fiom wishing fer 
yoor rtilriim, they are alarmed at it beyond 
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measure, as my lady expects eveiy hour 
to be delivered. Nor is this all.' 

*. Give me time to breathe, Le ValP 
cried I, ^ for this horrible intelligence un- 
mans me.' 

^ I could not be silent and know you 
wronged, my lord, though your sword 
were to rip out my heart But I fear the 
worst — I fear lest something is now hatch- 
ing against your life, for my lady is in Mar- 
gery's room, directing some carp in the 
manner you used to like so well ; and I 
saw Linerick's servant set out for Coven- 
try, from whence he is this moment re- 
turned with a horse his speed has half 
killed.' 

* Well, well,' said I, * be assured I shall 
consider over all you have said, and will 
avoid 'tasting the dish you mention.' 
• i* Ah, my lord ! that will: only convince 
tbdqi you suspedt'their diabolical intenti<Ni, 
ahd^ the domestics of their own placing 
Ibrtn a little avmy in the house. If my 
lord 'VfiU hear ike advice o£ his seiviEmt, I 
have/ a way to propose, which will have 
no ill consequence, if no ill is meant ; if 



otherwise, it will fall only on the contri- 
vers. Another dish, composed of the same 
ingredients, the sewer can place at the bot- 
tom of the table ; when the supper is served, 
I will pretend to be drunk, and making a 
scuffle in the adjoining hall, my lady and 
her brother will naturally take the alarm, 
and interfere ; the sewer can in the interim 
change the two dishes, by which means 
my lady will taste that of her own pre- 
paring, and must abide the event.' 

" This plan was of itself so innocent and 
well contrived, that I resolved to autho- 
rize it, and Le Val, satisfied with his dii^ 
covery, retired. He had indeed relieved 
his mind, but what a weight had he left 
on mine ! The bare idea* had filled me 
with a thousand horrors. Every thing 
confirms us in either love or hatred. The 
silence of my friends when my marriage 
was discovered — the tears of my wife, her 
altered person, that remissness in writing, 
for which I had in my own heart censured 
the queen — all, in short, I so lately thought 
inestimable proofs of her love^ now rose 
as terrible presumptions of her guilt ; and 
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yei^ when I mw her enter mydiamber 
presaitly after, and tenderiy accuae roe for 
so.ioiTg an absence, I could have received 
a mortal draught from her hands with less 
pam th'asi it cost me to suspect her. 
. ** The day. was closing, and the tftble 
covered when I entered the hall, occasioned 
by my. long dteep. Le Val began the pre- 
meditated uproar, aiid lady LfCicester, with 
her brother, flew towards the docx*, whence 
the attendants bad before departed, eager 
to increase the bustle. The faithful sewer, 
on whom I kept an eye, exchanged the 
dkhes in the manner agreed, and we re- 
tiimed to the table. I observed to my 
lady that she trembled violently, which 
she riatiirally enoiigh attributed to the 
alarm. Assuring me that she had herself 
prepared the barp, she insisted oh my do- 
ing honour to it, and urging her to bear 
me Goihpany, I accepted her invitation. 
An itivoluntary emotion made me eveiy 
ibomeat rtedy to prevent her tasting the 
exi^mnged d^h; btit. the pleasure with 
which die in&mous Linerick seemed to 
see me swallow the supposed death, sealed 
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my lips. Scarce was the table cleared, 
when lady Leicester sunk back in strong 
eonvulsions. Conscience made Lineiick 
exclaim, •* Poison ! poison !" Every com- 
mon antidote was administered in vain ; 
she was borne to her chamber in an hope- 
less state, and I retired to mine to meditate 
alone. This terrible conviction of the un- 
happy fate prepared for me, on ray return 
from an exile she alone had occasioned, con- 
verted my love into horror and aversion. 
She raved dreadfully at intervals, arid per- 
sisting to the last that I had poisoned her, 
expired early in the morning. The black- 
ness (rf the soul diffused itself over the body, 
and the proof of her infidelity became too 
obvious in her person. 

** Whether Linerick's constitution was 
less liable to infection, or he had tasted the 
carp more sparingly, it was not tiU she Ex- 
pired that he found himself affected \ but 
the dose was too deadly for him to escape. 
Convihced by his sister's example that tb^ 
was no effectual antidote, he summoned all 
his Irish domestics into his chamber. Tkp 
fwithful Lie Val chose ths^ momeiit to/ej^- 
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ter mine, and inform me of the consulta- 
tion, which he insisted would produce some 
fatal event, if I did not (!onsent that mo- 
ment to mount horses which were ready 
and, attended by him and Williams, set 
out for London ; this^ step would give me 
the advantage of first representing the fact, 
while it secured my. person from any sa- 
vage revenge ; the sewer in the interim, by 
the intervention of the tenants, might seize 
on the castle the moment the ruffians aban- 
doned it in pursuit of me, 

'* This advice had its due weight, and 
quitting the castle by stealth, I rode off 
with Le Val and Williams from my own 
servants, as the worst of assassins, and from 
my home, as my grave. It was now day* 
break, and we had not proceeded many 
miles, when from the top of a hill we per- 
ceived a party apparently pursuing ; hav- 
ing the fleeter horses, we kept the advan- 
ta^ for near twenty miles, when, by taking 
some shorter road unknown to us, we saw 
them very near. St, Vincent^s Abbey iqp- 
peared at the same moment in sight, whidi 
X^e Val conjured me to seek, giving him 
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my doalrto mislead the assassins. We had 
no time for deliberation ; I struck into the 
wood, where, finding my horse an incum- 
brance, I left him to his fate, and was en- 
deavouring to make my way through the 
bushes, without any certainty of being 
right, when I had the happiness to meet so 
fair a deliverer." 

Lord Leicester thus concluded his story; 
but, oh, how much of my life had evapo- 
rated during the relation ! The uncon- 
querable anxiety with which I followed 
him, interwove my heart for ever with his, 
and convinced me, that no disparity of ei- 
ther situation or years can restrain the eager 
sentiments of youth seeking for merit. As 
the only acknowledgment for his noble 
frankness, I in turn related the little tale 
already repeated, of our melancholy birth 
and undecided fate. Tears, composed of 
every melting sensation, seemed to faU 
fit>m my eyes on his heart. Those fine 
eyes were teeming with some generous. c6n«- 
solation, when a sudden noise obliged as 
to separate. Hardly could we regain .the 
4:hamber, hallowed as Mrs. Marl0w% ere 
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fidiher Anthony joined us : the natiinl aus- 
terity of hi& air heightened- by some piraent 
chi^pin, he thnew himself into a chaii^ and 
pcesenred a long »lence^ which fear of iiis 
having penetrated into our mystiery^ pre- 
vented my breaking. Confused beyond 
description, a thousand colours chased each 
other from my cheek ; nor had I power to 
raise my ^es to my sister, who, accustom- 
ed equally to love and honour me, seemed, 
in holding my h^id, to have gained a suf- 
ficient protection. 

^* Unfortunate children I** cried he, witii 
a deep ngh, ** Heaven has at last com- 
pleted the calamitous circumstances under 
which you were bom : destined to an impri- 
sonment as lasting as your royal mother^s, 
you have but the melancholy ad vanti^ of 
choosing it. • Lord Scroope is dead, in the 
confinement and disgrace with which Eli* 
zabeth rewarded him; his lands, his 1k>- 
nours, the very spot on which you stand, 
aU are the property of a distant rektioii^ 
and you now see before you your only ficiend 
--« feeble, helpless friend, bending da3y 
towards that grave you alone render«di&- 
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I pleasing to him. The mMaent may yet 
come, whcan the rights of your mother will 
ascertain yours; and all I can do for you in 
the interim is to convey you secretly into 
Prance, and place you undei< the protection 
of the family of Guise ; their prudence or 
their pride may equally induce them to 
secure you an asylum in a tnpnasrtery." 

The tCTrible alternative implied in these 
words froze up my blood, and the beatings 
of my heart died away : — to become an ex- 
ile from England — to forget lord Leicester 
— or to be forgotten by him — ^to- be deli- 
vered up a martyr to the family of Gui$e ; 
perhaps by them tyrannically buried in a 
cloister, a peijured self-condemned wretch, 
whose soul was full of an earthly image, 
while devoting itself to its Maker ! All 
the arguments and entreaties father An- 
thony made use of in a long harangue, were 
lost upon me; I knew him to be speaking 
but by the motion of his lips, and offered 
up to God, in my tears, a confutation of all 
he could advance. He left us not till: too 
late for another interview with lord liei- 

YOL. I. H 
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oeeXxxi and I pMsed the night |n an anguish 
time can never erase from my memory. 
Pale, unrefi'ediied, either by deep^or dress» 
I met my lord next morning, more like a 
spectre than myself He took my hand, 
mid expressing his surprise but by a glanoe, 
kissed it in ta^der silence. I did not dare 
raise my eyes to his, and tears stealing 
from under their lids, fell on the united 
hands. Ob, how much was expressed in 
the «ilenoe of that momeiTt ! I seemed to 
understand all I wished, and at length 
respired.' ireely. £llinor, unrestrained by 
the tender delicacy which actuated me, 
declared ix> lord Leicester at once the fate 
tdlotted us, and her utter detestation of it. 
The eagerness with which he entered into 
our interests bespoke somediing stronger 
than iriendship. A thousand times he as- 
sured ElUnor of his esteem and aflfection : 
to me he said nothing, but pressing the 
hand he still hdd, its trembling confessed 
it knew all the distinction. A ray of plea- 
sure once more enlightened my soul : me- 
diought at that moment I could baye 
borne every evil fortune can inflict-^'* No, 
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• ' .« 

he will ney^for^t me,** sighed I to myself 
** in whatever remote solitude I am again 
lost to hjim ; this dreary* llecess, the daugh- 
ters of Mary, in their rustic garbrand lowly 
manner, will eclipse all the glories of a 
court, all the gifts of Elizabeth." — For the 
remainder of his stay, a serene delight, 
which neither arose from, nor can be con- 
veyed by language, animated us alike : the 
intercourse of the eyes and heart took 
place of that of the tongue, and perhaps 
nothing was more remote from ourthoughts 
than what we conversed about, till my 
lord fixed my attention, by declaring that 
he would no longer intrude on our goodness 
than till the next morning. A sigh ac- 
companied these words, and a sigh was my 
only reply. EUinor, who ever treated him 
with a freedoni inseparable from a disinte- 
rested regardi insisted he ought not to quit 
so safe an asylum rashly. He replied, that 
he. should bury himself with us, did he not 
hope to revisit it in a more acceptable man- 
ner. Breaking off at these words with an 
irresolution and timidity which shewed he 

H a 
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had not said ^11 he intended/aft^r pausing 
a few moments Hie resumed^ — ^ Can" you 
pardoD» ladies, 2t friendship perhaps too of- 
ficious? hut since your natural support 
and just hopes have failed^ niay I flatter 
myself you will have the goodness t0 sus- 
pend your resolutions respecting the fu- 
ture, till I can appear with honoiu" /again 
before you ? , A short time is due to' clear^ 
ing my own fame, for ill would it become 
me to claim the guardianship of the royal 
Mary's beauteous children, while loaded 
with opprobrium.** He was proceeding 
when the cough of father Anthony startled 
us. Hardly had Ellinor time to lead nay 
lord out at one door, ere he entered at an- 
other to visit Alice, who had sunk under 
the fatigue and grief attending the loss of 
her niistress. With an art I had "ji'ewly 
learnt, I snatched up a book, iii which I 
affected to be so buried as not tp hear him 
till at my shoulder. With real pertur^- 
tion I arose on his speaking, and, ad usual, 
was preceding hinoi to Alice's .ch^i)er, 
when he called me back in haste, and^pbiiit- 
ing to the ground, bade me give him what 
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by tber^. J^^% lyh^t word^ can . expresfj 
the various eiqotiQns which ran through 
my^me, when I p^rceivedit was the pio^ 
ture of EHizabetii, which the earl had^ in 
retiring, somehow or other dropt ! Instead 
of che^mgr I snatched it up, and attempted 
to hjijLe, it in my bosom^ when, with a 
strong, arm, the &ther wrested it from me, 
mA f^ad in. qiy features half the mystery : 
the name engraved on it, the date, all put 
him out of doubt as. to the owner, and nor 
thing ifcmained but to learn how I had 
OQQ^e l^y it, . WHljijiut the finesse, of my 
sex. €01. the q^q^iffp, as soon as my terror^ 
and t^fu:^ permit|;^d, I related the whole ad- 
venture incoherently. With his custom- 
aiy s^ernn^ss, Ijp overwhelmed me with 
reproaches^ — ** Rash girl,'! cried he, *^coi]ld 
no. Ifuo^ pr^daice save tl^ ? Did not 
the. Jiqst saj^it, \yl3\0D!]; I must;. e^vec lament, 
entoiob herself merely to preserve a. secret, 
the folly of' a baby's cjyirip$]tyi)[)6trayed ere 
her ashes were cold ? What confidence 
can be plaf^ jkn thefayonrit^ of ^za]i)eth, 
whose interest it un4<^btedly: must bei:tp 
flatter those in whose hands his life, now is. 
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and th^n ^Ai4^t tliem up tb ^xalt inms^ 
by the tdtal silent rdin of tBe Stoarli* ? 
Prtidenctf directs uis raJth^ to secure ow- 
selves by retaining bim far ever here:** 

** First may I perish on the bibdt Where 
my father cfrided his days!* cri^ I, ill a 
transport of love and ^6f ; " let m*; oh 
God, rather be a niartyr to tite' sins of tiiim- 
kind, than submit to pdtake them ! WhM\ 
he more cruel than the ass^sinA &diA 
whoni we sailed hitfa ? i^krdon nie; «- 
thel-," cried I, lecbveWng mytelf, **but:^bU 
know not th^ '^rf or th6 h^lrt bf hM 
Leicester ^ho, far from betHaj^iirg %' ii 
anxious to become our guardian aiMd'pMM 
tector." 

*' Such a guardiah as tVe wolf is i6 tfi^ 
lamb,** retorted he atrimoniously— ^ nHS^, 
oh, who would wiUingfy have .the nttiliage^ 
ment of youth ? Unhappy child V* aflded 
he, " wilt thou inlierit the faults witH the 
features of thy mother? an idle weakne^ 
like thitte undermined aH her morals, ffedd 
left a stain oh her life, time never can ente ; 
but if iiidt more virtbous, be at lenst tihttnhe 
prudent/' 
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'* Hoki^ &ther Anthony,** cried I, with 
a dignity whoeh awed even him into si- 
Imce, ^* nor caneel all the merit of your 
cares by a surmise my soul disdains. Far 
beitffom me to ceneiire a parent; but still 
farther be it to deserve the eensune of an 
incKfiferent person. I may have erred, but 
only in imioe^ioe^ and the life that beats 
within tUb bosom can never issue to a no* 
Uer purpose than to save that cf lord Lei- 
cester.** 

Nothing is moie daiigievous thaa to judge 
a generous and youthful mind hardly : it 
then is too easily aequatted to itself,and rises 
against suqttdons it is. uneoi^cioua of dp- 
serving. The shodc the &ther-a doubts 
had ^ven me l»rought to li^^ without 
one idea of shame, that partiaUty 1 4urBt 
hardly before acknowledge to myself, 

Ckmvifieed by niy maimer that h;^ had 
lost bis^ influence over me, father An tbQfiy 
(xmimanded Elfiiaar.to oonduqluiy lor^ 
into faia pfeseaoe, a^d re(|ue8ted tp be l^j% 
alone with hinL I deputed most retuQ- 
tantly, but would not eotiiely exo^Wilile 
him. The injustiee of nlafeikind gitvei iQe 






ii 



too imich . heason fto drted lest bf{ i^uld 
affront lord Leicester, who migbt unite the 
innocent with the guilty, and alpandon us 
esitirely: av^^ons -extend but too fre- 
quently tfarough families; nay, even de- 
scend fix>ni generatioii to genaration. 

Their isooifei^ence continued two whole 
hours^while Icount^the niom^its Ui pain- 
ful expectation ; at last father Anthony en- 
tered onr room, and bidding EUinor enter- 
tain lord Leicester, desired me to collect 
my i^rits, and listen tO'^him^ 

" However my suspicions may. offend 
you, young lady/' said he, ^ I will suppose 
it possible I may know as muQh of the 
world, who have parsed my yoiith. in it, as 
you, who have yet been cdn&iied almost to 
these walk. Well had it been if you had 
never gone beyond them. When I tell 
you this lord you liave saved demands your 
hand, you will indulge a thousand romantic 
Bailies, and see in his request' a love as blind 
as your bwri. Peiiiaps there may be some- 
thing in that: perhaps tod he* recollects 
that yotit triother is the next in succession 
to the crown of Bngbnd— ^that she may die 



ever entertain to ar foireign 4^ay^ n^y: pre- 
vail over the prior claim of jpuf {brother 
Aunes, a94 ln& atplsition may ,be gratifi^ 
1^ a preference giv^n tq you« The criiel 
neeemtsyi imposjed by your unlimited copr 
fidfitnee^ of attaching lord Leicester to your 
interest, makes it needless to enumerate the 
objections I could reasonably urge against 
your union : the recent loss of 14^ wife, I 
£nd/ puts it in his power to marry y^u — 
you have left yourS€^ iK> . c^i^oe but to 
maiiy him ; aod never mil I popsent to his 
d^partingfrom thia Recess, till tbeQon|:racts 
I sfaalldiotate are solemnly signed^ and the 
mfflidage completed ^n all ite focijus/' 

Imagine^ ma^am^ my situation during 
this speech.*^ Oh,. Anthony, ;tby dictato- 
rial manner then was ha^pihessj! in one 
jofdment to emerge from the abyss of de- 
spair, and soar into the: region? of bliss-r-to 
find that tbeigenevottsIieioestRr was wilL 
ing once more to sacrifice ^ safety for 
love t^ once; nioceoto tisk ^a displeasure 
fit>m: wlueh he waa-Aot-ye^/reUeved^-rtp 



to )dihs^^-a height; in id^ mmMm b^ 
Vbria tHt tfirohe of toy iMlce6i6blfS!--'tt« 
K)nd tto^^g^fea%*ltlf& MH^^ 
of one diy i«WSfdm^'myloi«^tfetta«rlie«^ 
VffUtf ifll'I'i^iiieiilb^fied'oPit; Cr^y^im^tA 
^ibep^re^, iho^ playthlHgd ih ttlie^ hMlis^of 
Ibve, siirhAittdefd tA^ in iiii«g^Mten,f dMi 
ifnpassioHea t^s rbll)^ down my gltiwMg 
fche^s, white <I daid tb inys^lf, in the tov- 
gud^(§ df M&dHdai--'^ ;I am a Ibol to Weep 
at V«rhiitT'atigl4dofr* 

RbA^dibli and ctitDAftMinGes a iit^ 
stiftetibd tSiihlet Atitii^My, Who ww fakontf 
on the pc^t of b^hfg reVxfmd^cdai a befervy 
charge, t6 Wh1&b''hi6 imfib^riBfaed ftirtnne 
and d^ckyiftg yeai^ t'emiebed him xmequal. 
The amiilble Ij^icester joined ub, and every 
heart bei^^iightened of ita IcmA^ an eVen- 
!ng of such refined pleasure succeeded^ that 
could I wish to live cnrer one of tny wfade 
life, I should select that)8S the 1ia)[^dL 

The interest, the honour of my iood de^ 
mandedhis veturn tdooort^andfkther An- 
thony liaving prepared due ctmtracts, iri* 
sisted on my compliance. His commands, 
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and die wishes of lorA Leicester^ added to 
time wdighty rpasonSji overruJled iny sense 
of dewniniy and our hands weie united. 
. The pecoliirity of the situation can alcHie 
exeiise sueh a nuarrii^; but I was bom 
kae obedienee. Scarce had the transports 
of finding .myself happy given place to red- 
son, when my mother recurred to my 
mind. Unblest by her matron presence, 
my nuptials were but half hallowed ; nay« 
unblest with her consent. I compared 
with ^ef her &te and mine: a long cap* 
tirity had impiured her health, and no hope 
of a rdease to her spirits. I, althoi^h pent 
in a sti^ Mirrower prison, beheld it enclose 
almost eveiy human gooc^, and could have 
consented to mA my days in it. 

But the honour, the wel&re of my lord 
ordained otherwise; every passing hour 
gave his enemies an advantage. Our ser- 
vant. James had been sent, immecUately on 
ourmami^,to Kml worth Castle, which 
he informed us on his return was in the 
possesfflim of the faUhfiil tenants, who had 
been able, of all the servants, to secure only 
dame Maigary^ This detestable instru- 
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ment of a sriperibr's barbarity, more terri- 
fied at the idea of an infamous death than 
any due sehs^ of her crime^ attempted to 
end her d*y^ witha remnant of thp poison 
prepared hr her lord ; but being detected, 
it only supplieci a new proof of her guilt. 
Tormented by fear and despair, she at last 
found means to strangle herself in • the 
night.' ilh'her my lord lost c«ie evidence 
of Ills innocence, whidi made his p[re(^nce 
at court dc^bly necessary. ' The family of 
Linerick having received information of 
the melancholy catastrophe of both brother 
and sister from the Irish servants, who had 
been their abettot^, -had earned away the 
bodies, as if to inter them, but kept them 
in the hands 6f surgeons, still undetermin- 
ed how' to proceed. 

Involved in one fate with my love, I 
. knew no peace even in his arms, but with 
incessarit admonitions drove him from me, 
refusing resolutely to accompany him ; and 
although his fondness induced him to urge 
my departure, his reason must suggest tt) 
him all its danger. Would Elisabeth, who 
had thus jresented his marrying an ^ual^ 
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ever pardon his aafkiring to h^ blopd ? and 
how oould we suffidently guard from 
others a secret my very features betrayed 
to him ? Actuated but by the single wish 
of passing my life near lord Leicester, I 
neither asked to be known or honoured 
by any one but himself, nor to be greeted 
by a title, only endeared to me because he 
bore it; 

The strong aversion with which I had 
been taught to regard the reigning queen, 
might perhaps influence me in. this case. 
Before I gave my hand to lord Leicest^, 
I had made him promise never to carry me 
to court — ^a promise readily given, since it 
perfectly accorded with his wishes. Nay, 
in this happy union, every wish I could 
form seemed to be completed ; I gained to 
that dear mother (who never left my 
thoughts, although I could neither ask her 
advice, or consent in deciding my fate) a 
powerful friend in the favourite of her un- 
just rival. I hoped he might yet be pre- 
vailed on to attempt her . freedom, at|d I 
already placed myself at her feet, overcome 
with the idea of having beehthi^.inatm- 
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ment of' her deliTenmee* Aks, madrai ! 
were it not for s«ich vague, imaginary j<^, 
how eoold we exist? AU oar real plea- 
sures fidl infinitely short. of these; for the 
preceding and follisfwing afflictions oblige 
our reason too often to correct them. But 
fimcy, powerftil fanc^^ gains vigour from 
disappointment ; and an infant hope ever 
arises, like the phoenix, from the adies of 
the dying one. 

A week after my marriage, lord Leices- 
ter departed for court, promising soon to 
return, and conduct me to Kenilworth, 
where he had previously resolved I should 
resvde with EHikwir. He depended less on 
£tizabeth-s paitkiMty than the justice of 
his cause, and was faor firom declining a 
trial, in which he was satisfied hia inno- 
cence would beoome oonspicuoas. 'He 
was sorry neverldiueless to convmce' the 
queen that he had wronged her confidence, 
only to obtain the most unworthy of her 
sex* 

From bis departure I date my entrance 
into the world. I had rather^ t91 this pe* 
riod, looked on iSian Uved in it Now I 



b«g«ri ttyfed tts ah!sriet^^tfae|Mittftil colli 
s^ii^^<dfit§tfendet^tfie8. SMHIttll 
you all, madam, that passed in li^y heart? 
)K)if#ithstanditig the |ifeOdf I had reoeired 
of ft ih^ftehleis af^dikxh, I could not p^% 
stiade myself tttet lord h^foeHttit would 
ev^ upturn. If the <}ueefi, iitidihg hfaxt 
onc& mbte friee, and taught his value by 
Ms \bm, should at last retolve to espouse 
6Mf!y Itow could a poor gurl, already pos^ 
sussed, and lieft^ti a sdlitude^ Where even 
tb^ n^ws <^ hii infidelity could not readi 
)^ "Ifli tb^ late<->4iow could die weigh 
agi^t^st ii^OWH ? Where could she hope 
f«r juiftSee/Wilbti the sovereign, who swears 
fo pitotetfti lAust find it her interest to coi^ 
dfemn her? Owkame with this formid^ 
aUe pAiantom, I gave tJoyself up for some 
daysto a despair !»>' violent as my love. 
This imagination' y^ kmly interrupted by 
another not' le^'afftictilig. How, if his in- 
terest in tlie qu^n^ h«wt had ^iipired in 
his ab(ience>— if equafly dflbnded at his dis^ 
obedience and its tnotive, she should join 
with his enemies? Hia prooft appearing 
iMs Mti^filctory Mb tne th«ii himveif, I fear^ 
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tp ^he^fsnt 9Sfthe qti^^ to my dear lord ; 
taid&ttiec 4»^thony.difp9Ued theqi £|U by 
8pme letters he fn^Qi^ht me. I liad ^tlf e hap- 
pineas to ^ad lor4; L^eester was received 
by: the qii€^^<wi^h kindneBS, and that the 
&mily oCtLini^cki^gl^ppa^^ of his muo- 
oeooe,' . wcmld i;y>t: provoke : Ijiim to make 
^ublie thef iqfupioifis. de$igD of his;, l^te.. wife 
ky e^lWog Hfik't^ a tdaL; h^;had;tl|j^i(efore 
bution0 cluMipn itOfOhservew which: WBS, to 
eonoeaUbis new^^^fuoD wHh inore Q^^^than 
tfaelaat; aDd:ti>:QflrQ$t'thls^ he ii)U3t.49]ay 
i»actqEieeting^^9ov^>U(Uk.tim€^.lest hU 
immediately rel^iripg . fiK>in . court. ;shoald 
lead the curiaiftf^itO^seon^'into the.cau^e. 

My d(«ibta;viit)iahad/witii these prdcvfe 
^ bi$ attention. lihi^iooly now .tp con- 
t^iid Miitb 4b^ iWYi^lttQtiwy hatred I had 
GOnceiK^ed ' for - lAie , SUpess^ . I wandered 
.thmugh e^ety a]wrtment ^itlK>i;it finding 
rast in^y r my; iiOpftssipo^d f^npy: follow- 
ed myJm»int6:%\tefiwii^m^.^ 



and conAianent I lived ii), bcjoame more 
and niore odioi^. I beheld with astonish* 
ment the Qonaposure of my sister^ aqd eiv- 
vied h^ a tranquillity I would not Jiav^ 
regain^ by being unmarried if I ooul4« 

At last the h^ppy hour arrived wben. I 
was to iquit my retirement. Lord I^icesr 
ter had prelected the mode of my dqpw^ 
ture ere he left me; Le Val and hi^ valet 
were. the only persons in the secret :To 
afl otfa^s we paasedfor young womw ^dMt 
cated in a omvent, who^ not finding. 4! <»11 
to amonastie'lile, came, with th^cQnsent of 
onr frieiids,. to embellish thie retlcetoAienii^ of 
lord Leioesterby our musical tal0bts> . Thi? 
tale lire were well able to suppcnrt, fo|? my 
voice wa^' a very fine one, bvA the .^ill 
and taste of Mrs. Mariow, added to the 
tiiitioD rof ' a master, had taught iqiQ to 
meoiage/ it properly* SllinoH had' npt the 
same advantage, but touched the lute with 
a delicacy so exquisite, that we' beCfme 
necessary to each other; and as I never 
sung so well without her aecompanimeDjt^ 
she had beeh so accustomed to adapt it t^ 
fioy voice, that soooiething seemed waHtiUig 
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to dtherwtenAe Other ivw8lim<L Tfae 
passioii lord Ijeieester had ibr mufflc, in 
wUeh he was a proficient, gaffe the stKH^jR- 
est prolmbility to the whole. He had paid 
a faamfeoine s«in to accomplish the two 
daugdliers^ of hi^ ate ward in that science^ 
and Iftie yotmg women were taught to ex- 
pect an addition to their mimber. Tfae 
time Le Val remahied in the Recess, pie- 
flaring' every tMng for onr departure, was 
long enough for him to seem emplo^^d in 
feting m ftom abroad. Jjotd Xdceiter 
came several times to dbect all, and to aup* 
port and cheer ue with aeoonnts of the care 
he had taken to render the apartments des* 
tined to ua commodious and agreeable; 

The Recess, till now, so calm, so tire* 
somely tranquil, became at once fall of 
oonftraion and hurry ; the family-pietuies 
were taken ftom the fiame^ and conveyed 
tiirough father Anthony's cell gsadually 
to Kenilwortb. 

By what strange caj^ice is it, every 
thing seoss dear to us the moment we 
know we must loee it ! Invcduniary tean 
ttled my eyes when tfae hour of my ^ 



jjteviuie {anivtdQ Am tawA a ntmngstib 
^HnxAi M if jiKt born ihtoit, hoWctibiA 
I j>rakiiie teiinpelf ywBT ss peaeeful abil 
Had mpMamiied'^in tlie iB»oe»?^ ddtomj 
hasllie dtt of gvvitag dinao^ to plaeeii; 6iV( 
ntimv^it J9 thevpeople wbo inhaKt iSiBmy 
It lieentod to nie^ iid if m qoiitiiig the 1^^ 
#hep6)tiie dtniof>MnL Mariow mtm inta^^ 
rei,^ i ^ittM titttwise hei- idea : eyetjr fl|iot 
I IwkeS. on waa mariced by Boide mUe 
smiiitsMM;, or tender enodtkm of that doar^ 
&%( biii irwas mrfust'to inysd^ for I 
have carriedriiit liiy liearC^ tbrough erery 
adeoeiof^Ufe^iheh'ilesfedteUe image^ .and 
mohing: but deathi caa efl&oe.it 

T6:piirt mith those we lov^ is the moat 
pkdnffa] itnitiyo^ faUnttanify ; but what ouk 
make it painful to part Willi those wb do 
not hnre ? SepaiM;ioii» like death, sectns 
to;etaiseill thb ihdiTidnal evi^ did to dif» 
pleaisfr us, and leaves no 'remefobralioe Itnt 
of Uls obl^^ihg AotioBis,! We lost but Kttle 
iik'&tfaer Antfamty; but could he ftqgot 
what he must lose in us ? His itetiMning 
yeskrs, and ill health, required the tMideiw 
«rt attention-,, and surdy the care he. had 



right>to i^^eefrdt :iTOiti>m'.i My feding^ 
in thisiirfire(. superior td'iBjt.sister'i^rfbr h6 
liad'faeeh the oifians.ctf my happitt^ 
joined>]si3r; exttvesiaeit^ titme of the ^ne- 
ions 3b«dfliieicestier, to;pi^ail. oh ^ ^hioi to 
resicl^ in a Tethfcqaedt at JBimiibrdrth ; but 
akiloriigfa: he >isaaihedldesplyi afi^ted at 
parttii^jwithiusj fafiiwas/iniliixiMjr'beAt km 
eUingtmyAafb whireiithow cf; Uis 'sister 
endied James stiU i^emtined-ito^iittend en 
him, and Alice JW'ds' fioflme^veiy iU to the 
oarriage. lyhidi^ qimiecl^^ ;us; away . 

We todk ii6tkiii^ Jbut the . diHaments 
from the Bieoe^, leaviilg^' the^fiinutofe 
ready toiaecomnlodate^y fiittire'.iiQfi>Bu- 
jnates, whomTatber -idkniftdnyidlionld.fhih^ 
worthy such a' teUeC'! '^ 

It^'Mras the duJblcfofrtiietpV^nibg'ierfe we 
arrived kt iK^liiroftihrilOastle: 'the^ stew- 
afd^$ wife received us with h^: danghteris. 
•^ITnOodscidiTS /of o«ttr : Huperiprlty ^ they 
treated m lais yxyxtng pcHvplie, who sought, 
£(oin ifae gei^ostty of t hehr: master, ^ com* 
fortabte aubsisieiieei. .i'ildthough I bad 
igtd0i to'confit*nx^is'slxM7, I felt txqrsdf 



shocked at the fre^^dbtn th^y'used Worn it. 
I could have fallen it) them, bui ^as e^ 
fronted at their rising to tne: a little 'time 
however recondled me. I* is lord • Li^ees- 
ter*s int^^st, and shall be my j^leaisure, was 
always my argument with myself, ^ ' Mrs. 
Hart, for that "was the nameot this 'domes- 
tic, expatiated on het lord's person, chai^ac- 
ter,'and magnificence ; ishe officiously po)ft<:- 
ed out the rich ornamenta of the gallery 
apartments, arid look^ round to us^-etery 
moment with the impertinent '^ic^eclaltioh 
of seeing us filted with tfie low awe and 
surprise of people uriac6ti9t6med to grtfn- 
deur. . Thci indifference with wbidi we 
regarded ev^ry tiring, \va^ not a less dffVont 
to h&t' consequence } she shrunk before it, 
and passed the remainder of tlie evening 
in a cold and haughty ^lence. Her daugh- 
ters, not more amiable than herself, gloom- 
ily regarded our dresses, and^ by wbisper- 
iri^i exdttded us from joining in tHe bott- 
versiation. • ' • 

Sucih was my introdriction intcl the' ft- 
milj^ it was my right id gbveltt.^ 'iify 
heittt itink witliii) me : . I ^bieliiv^^ lf^$^f 



• 

already iUlai to^ a u^vKmU and negleetisd 
by loid Lei c^ten Unused to the drqum* 
$p0Qtkm neoewary wfe^ere secrtcy is 4e- 
Avei^ I demanded to be welppined ui his 
anns. I surveyed the eyes of my EUinor, 
fearfiil they might reproach me for having 
innooently degnwied the dfiugh^er of the 
queen crf*S^ts; but that dear ^rl, too de- 
licate to add to my uneasiness, pi^senfed 
apparently her gwety, d^d sweet)(y acoomi- 
modftted.herself totbe people w^th whwi 
.fortune had mingled her. 

The alledging fatigue and indisposi^qi), 
ciWged them to conduct ns to the WfWft- 
ment allotted us. I should perhaps haye 
wondered at its richness^ but^t^ I sa,w 
scaice any inferior. I w{^ i^Q.^sppner left 
in it with EUinor, ithan I gaye fi^ scope 
to the tears I had spiiree been ab)e befme 
to suppress. My fiice was hid in her )^ 
jom, when the voice of lord Leicester re- 
called me to .myself % dried my ^y^ ^o- 
willing even tacitly to reproach hipi : he 
eirtered tfaroiAgh a^private door, to change 
.Hue cause of n^y grief to joy;. foe i^'.his 
pMienee J rb^r^ly ever knew mji9lim 



emotion ; and the generous anxiety with 
which he entreated our pardon for the re- 
ception discretion had obliged him to or- 
der us, had something in it so graceful, so 
ardent and tender, that all the pride of my 
heart subsided at oiice, and left it full of 
gratitude and affection. 

We wished my sister a good-night, and 
then passing through a dark passage, the 
whole length of the grand gallery, came 
into lord Leicester's apartments,,to which 
every place I ever saw was mean. He had 
a noble spirit, a splendid fortune, and an 
exquisite taste. He had greatly improved 
this ancient seat, d^e gift of Elizabeth : its 
finely-Kshosen situation, elegant architec- 
ture, and superb ornaments, made it the 
model of a thousand others. The beauties 
divided through the rest of the house in 
this apartment were united;, and he gave 
a proof of the attention inseparable from 
r&l love, by omittii^g nothing to embellish 
it he had ever heard me commend. Ah, 
auidam, these are the mighty trifles that so 
exquisitely flatter a tender hearty andfoi^ 
its most per&ct eajoyments ! 



168 ^H£ R!ElC£Sfi. 



PART II, 



The communication between lord Leices- 
ter's apartment and ours, was a profound 
secret to all the servant* but Le Val and 
Williams, my lord's valet, in whose fide- 
lity, after the late trial, he had the most 
perfect confidence. We were, to keep up 
the farce, presented to lord Leicester the 
next day, who soon, by his growing dis- 
tinction, taught Mrs. Hart and her daugh- 
ters to observe a kind of deference in their 
behaviour to us. He orfered them to atr 
tend us round the gardens and park, and 
not to fail pointing out whatever was worth 
observation ; and through what a beauti- 
ful variety did they lead us! a world in 
miniature ! A magnificent lake presented 
itself, in whose clear bosom the trees were 
reflected, and %x>und which the sheep and 
deer grazed on rich pasture: swans »id 
water-fowls iittiumerable played on its ftur- 



THE BTOKSft- 1^' 

iace, and an aight in the centre was made' 
highly picturesque by several hal£seen cot- 
tages, and emblems of agriculture. The 
ktelady Leicester needed not to have made 
a merit of remaining within these walls, 
since nature and art could furnish nothing 
lovely that was not enclosed here. Several 
gilded boatSy and little vessels, danced on 
the bosom of the lake, and added, by the 
various streamers which played upon the 
surface, to the gaiety and richness of the 
prospect. When we turned the other way, 
the Grothic towers, swelling bastions, gi- 
gantic statues, and majestic sweep of the. 
building, made that an object scarce less 
worthy of admiratioi>. 

All our allotted employment was to 
sing to lord Leicester while at dinrier ; but 
as he frequently entertained the neighbour* 
ing nobles and gentlemen, a curtain of mus- 
lin was drawn over the balcony to screen 
us from observation. In the evening we 
sometimes fished on the lake : or lord Lei • 
cester, to indulge in our company, joined 
in the concert we formed: every day 

vou I* I 
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brought with it some amusement; and the 
restraint we lived under, kept up» even in 
matrimonyi all that delicacy, and spirit of 
aflection, which is, hy ease of mind, too 
apt to decay. At last, painful necessity 
obliged lord Leicester to return to court : 
he, however, would not leave me virith morel 
than one equal in the family, therefore di^ 
rected that I should preside one month, 
and tny sister the next ; by this method 
rendering it hard for them to fix 6a bis &- 
v'6urite. We likewise, with the steward's 
daughters, wore one kind of habit, and bu« 
sied ourselves in the working rich tapestry. 
My own happiness could never erase 
from my mind tiie opposite fate of the un- 
happy queen who gave us birth. She was 
then confined at a place not far distant from 
Kenilworth. I had already tried aU my 
iiiterest with lord Leicester in her favour, 
Without success; and so just was his noble 
iliflexibiKty, that at the moment my heart 
was pierced by it, my reason admired it* 
** Another. man," would he say, " in at- 
e^mptilng the release of the ill-fkted Mary^ 
would only forfeit his obedience^ and en* 
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danger hk life ; and were tfaQ(3e;atI» perhaps 
I should not he able to refuse ray Matilda. 
But remember, my love, to these I must 
add the blackest treachery ah^ ingratitudes 
it would he, yiper-like, stinging to death 
the generous heart that warmed me. Ne^ 
ver employ the voice of virtue to charm me 
to vice; for what seems a duty in you, 
would be the worst of crimes in me; and 
what confidence could my wife have in my 
honour, if I was capable of betraying a par-i 
tial sovereign ?'* ^ 

I then would urge, my only wish was 
to restore my mother's liberty, which no^ 
thing but an unparalleled breach of confi-i 
denoe could have taken from her for eigfa^ 
teen years; observing, he^crown had been 
lined with thorns ^oo keen for her to desire 
to wear it again. 

" Ah, my dear Matilda," he would cry, 
*• how ignorant are you of these terrible 
emotions, jealousy and revenge I permit 
me to know your mother*? character better 
than you can. She had too much pride aiid 
pleasure in reigning, to submit tamely to 
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this imprisonment ; or even supposing thai 
tired of the evils always inseparable from a 
crown, she should master her just resent- 
ment, and seeking an asylum for her chil< 
dren, ask only to die in peace, her relations 
would not suffer^it: Tlie ambition of the 
iiouse of Guise is become a proverb ; they 
ivoi^ld make Use of her name and wrongs 
to shake the throne of Elizabeth : and in- 
stead of guarding the queen, to whom I 
owed a perfect duty, I should have the mi- 
sery of seeing a ferribl* war devour my 
country, of which I was the cause. Who 
knows, my dear Matilda, if amidst these 
calamities my temper might preserve its 
equality ? I might remember, with regret, 
the fatal advice -which had misled me, and 
you might lament, too lute, the sacrificing 
your own happiness to a fallacious hope of 
restoring your mother s. Remember Eli- 
zabeth is now declining ; the chances of life 
may bring about all you wish. The com- 
passion of the people has been kept alive 
for Mary these seventeen years ; should we 
lose Elizabeth, her very imprisonment 
would turn to her advantage, by fixing her 
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m the midst of a kingdom to which she is 
lawful heir : my supposition is not vague, 
for the example of Elizabeth herself proves 
it very possible." 

What could I oppose to reasoning so 
just? I could only recommend the cause 
of my dear parent to him who can pull 
down the mighty and exalt the weak. 

Every letter from my lord was filled with 
complaints of the tediousness of the court, 
and breathed the very soul of love. He 
often entreated me to tell him I was happy, 
and yet when I complied, reproached me,: 
through a tender caprice, for being so- with-- 
out him. He required me to enumerate' 
my hourly employments, and although 
half my time was spent in writing packets 
to him,, always complained of the shortness 
of my letters* He, indeed, gave me no 
cause to retort ; for it appeared as if he 
withdrew J|pp the court half of his hours 
to amusdNiii'with all the little humourous 
incidents it continually furnished. But 
even these had not always the power .to 
effect what he wished — my fate neyer al- 
lowed me perfect happiness, and an evil 
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^rose in bis absence whidi filled me with 
the iiYOst terrible apprehensions. 

My lovely sister, who was ever my pride 
and delight, possessed in a peculiar degree 
that amiaUe gaiety wbicli lessens the dis- 
tance gf rank. From her first introduction 
at Kemlworth she had given way to an in- 
crease of spirits, natural from siich a change 
in oar prospects, littie foreseeing how great 
a danger might arise from it. ^ Williams 
had been raised by lord Leicester to the 
superintendency of the family on the re- 
turning to court. He preferred this man, 
believmg that he would, from knowing me 
his lady, take care I was treated with due 
respect Williams had been a soldiet, and 
had contracted the authoritative air an* 
nexed to petty officers^ which made him 
in appearance peculiarly adapted to the 
post assigned him. I must confess he was 
never a favourite with me^j^ture bad 
been unkind to him, an J he£mi||ei) more 
imkind to himself in not soAiettli^ ber 
severity. He was beyond the meridian of 
hfe, bis person coarsely made, hi$ oomplesc-* 
ion swarthy, andhis face mu^jparred ; he 



THE EECBStl. 17 f^ 

Bad be»des a fierceness o^ mien which 
liaidly bent even to lord Leiceater, whp^ 
cf all men, most enun^[itly possessed the 
9Tt of inspiring as mjptk res|>ect as affecv 
tion. /^^f C^y'tytt^^Jy "— «-^ "• 
This man then, madam, marked out thus^ 
by nature, ventured to raise his eyqg to the 
royals the beautiful £llinor-r*the sprightli^ 
nessof her manner abated his respect; and 
he bad the insolence tp declare his passion^ 
call it honourable, and solicit her return. 
My sister had too much understanding not 
td feel her ovrn fault, and too much pride 
to support his insolent freedom. She left 
him with ineffable disdain, as not worthy 
of a reply ; and came directly to me — a pre^ 
sentiment of some evil consequence arose 
in my mind at the moment she related the 
iiEisult.. I resolved to give lord Leicester 
immediate notice of it, that he might take 
his measures accordingly, and in the mean- 
while appeared constantly with my sister. 
But we had to manage a man equally art- 
£al and fearless. He had the consummate 
impudence to open my letter, and (finding 
its subject) detain it. \xk the meantime, no 
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advice arriving from lord lieicester in air- 
swer to mine, we remained on the rack of 
tmcertaiiity,, tormented by the confidence 
of a wretch from whoitt there was no pos- 
sible escape, and uncertain even of the na- 
ture or extent of our danger. At last, un- 
able, a^the wife of Jord Leicester, to endure 
his insults, and tired of watting my l^rd'fe 
resolution, I took an opportunity of pepre- 
4senting to hhn the daring boldness of his 
conduct, in speaking c^ love ta the sister of 
his lord. " 

Without any emotion or confusion he 
pleaded guilty to the charge, but artfmUj 
endeavoured taexculpate himself from pre- 
sumption, by alliedging the rank in which 
we appeared,^ and Uie supposition that we 
wer^ raised from obscurity by bis lord,, who 
of course could only ennoble me^ At ihis 
insinuation all the pride of Norfolk and 
Mary animated my features; yet f&rtxu- 
nately recollecting myself, I replied with 
moderation ; for the viHaia doubtless aimed 
at discovering from whom we really sprung, 
since our habitation had tooprobaUy stcufik 
him as containing a consequential seocetl '. 
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I forbade him mildly ever to address my 
sister in that light again, without the ap- 
probation of my lord, and attempted to re- 
tire ; when stopping me, he bade me recol- 
lieet that I talked to one possessed of more 
authority in the house than myself; that I 
likewise knew a secret of the utmost im- 
portance was in his power, and he was de- 
termined to make every use of it, in case 
I did not persuade my sister to accept him; 
that 1 must imagine him a fool by refers 
ring him to lord Leicester ; in- short, in- 
stead of informing him, he was resolved to 
plrevent his arriving at the knowledge of 
the a£bir, f(n* which reason he had kept 
back all my last letters. 

How cruel, madam^ was^ my situation !' 
alone, without any means of gaining pro-- 
tection fix)m the remainder of my servants, 
except by declaring a secret he knew too 
Well I would never reveal,, to be thus 
braved as well as insulted was dreadful ! 
I had yet no way of eluding him, since the 
whole family were under his governance, 
and had I offered to write to lord Leicester. 
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tiirough any other channel, I had the great-r 
est reason to fear my letters would fitll into 
his hands. 

By this terrible dilemma were the days 
of the wife of lord Leicester embittered in 
the midst of affluence, in a ^pot whieh 
might be called the palace of pleasure. Thus 
situated, 1 could only counteract treacheigr 
and art by the same, I appeared, after 
some reflection, alarmed at his threats, and 
more willing to forward his views : I ex- 
acted from him an oath not to betray My 
secret, and on my side solemnly vowed n*. 
ver to mention his, but to employ my in*- 
terest with ray sister in his favour. We 
parted with mutual distrust, and an appa- 
rent reliance on each other's sincerity. I 
pertbitned one part of my promise by con- 
juring EUinor to deceive him with false 
hopes, till lord Leicester's return should 
give me an opportunity of consulting hiu' i 
on the safest way of disposing of the traitof. 
It was with much reluctance she consent- 
ed, but it would ha\'e been a cruelty un- 
like her character, to refuse tO lighten an 
evil she was the innocent cause of. I had 
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)3)eii only to find som# meao^ of. letting 
my IcMrd know it witliout breaking my 
wotd : for once in my life I ;w^a8 guilty of 
duplicity, a^d, like Philoetetes^ found my^ 
equivocation furnished a terrible puniislL- 
inenL I prepared a letter* declaring the 
whol^ tolord Leicesterj^ which J, kept in my 
bqdoin to give him when he should return ; 
in the m^ntime I wrote as usual, and deli- 
v^fed my packj^ts to Williams. The pro- 
found sUenee I observed on this subject 
probably inspired him with confidenoe; and 
although Ellinor refused to marry hiin di- 
rectly, the point he aimed at, the complai- 
sance with which we both treated him 
lulled hipfi at last into a perfect s^urity. ^ 
Woth oijt with hourly complaints of 
^s wretch's impertinence to my sister, and 
my fears of the event, I counted, with more 
than a lover's impatience, the days which 
must elapse before I could see lord Leices-^ 
ten At. length the happy one arrived 
which brought him, and gave me at once 
joy and sorrow, for who could tell me all 
its conseqyences ? Fostered iii a court,, 
where he knew but one superior, lord Lei- 
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cester had added a personal pride to that 
ivhich natucally sprung from the nobility 
of his birth. The partiality of his sovereign, 
who dispensed, through love, vdth his-obe-^ 
dience» had prevented his learning to dis^ 
guise hb foibles; it was the business of 
every one to seem blind to them^ by which 
means he had always been a favourite with- 
out being a hypocrite. Those who loved 
him well, enough to allow for this error, 
and a vanity I can scarce term so, when I 
remember the various and numerous ad* 
vantages he possessed^ might do any thing 
With him. Imp'assicNQed, generous, good- 
natured, and noUe, where once he was at- 
tached, his fortune, honour, nay life, would 
be risked for his friend ; but the few, who 
are worthy that name, too often confined 
his affections. Lord Leicest^ was too ex- 
alted pecbaps to be loved. But I digress. 
Pardom me, madam, when you consider 
the caufte. This openness of heart gave 
me just reason to apprehend a guilty mind 
would read the indignant eye of my love, 
and'kidiiced me to suppress, for some'days, 
-the ^tended disclosure. My precautton 
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succeeded ; Williams knew the chaFacter 
of hislordy. and finding by the freedom and 
confidence he still testified, that I was true, 
began to rely on my word. A journey on 
which he was accidentally sent, assisted me 
highly in leaving time for my lord to cook 
I laid the letter on his table one evening 
before I went to bed : lord Leicester, who 
was in another room, ca me in af ter me, but 
had not half read it when he frightened me 
by his rage and indignation.. Had the man 
been in the house, I know not how the 
matter would have ended, but at length 
my tears -and distress softened' him ; he 
passed two days after in a thoughtful man- 
ner; I knew noti nor ventured to ask him^ 
his resolutions : at the end of that time 
he regained his temper and composure ; lie 
saw the apprehensions^ lurking still in my 
heart, and bade me take courage, for he had 
found a way to quiet, them for even I con- 
jured him at least to conceal with oautioh 
his consciousness of the bSbAt, whidi he 
promised, and in a great degree perform- 
ed; but whether it was that knowiiig he 
was apprised of- it made me. fancy his man- 
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net would iieveal it» I cannot say ; " eertam 
it is^ I never ;Baw him look at or speak tq 
this man afterwards^ without feeling my 
heart sink within me. 

Sir Francis Drake at this time formed 
all the eonversatipn of England : be had 
fitted out a large fleet against theSpaniards^ 
with which he was ready to sail from 
Flymbutk Many noblemen, and others^, 
engaged as volunteers, and an infinite num^ 
ber of people assembled from all parts to< 
view the fleet. Lord Leicester, who had 
always been a strong friend to sir Francis,, 
set out to take leave of him, and enlarged 
the train of domestics he usually travelled: 
with,, for the sake of appearing honourably 
among numbers who did not know him. 
So ardent was the desire of all ranks of 
people to partake the sight, that not a sinv 
gle male servant wiUingly staid behind^. 
Williams had so great a relish for these ex« 
peditions, that he asked my lord to take 
him; Le Val'a sickness keeping him at 
Kenil worth, lord Leicester complied. A 
fortnight elapsed before they returned, 
during which poor old Alice expired ; witli. 
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her died one of the witnesses of thy riiar* 
riage; father Anthony was still in good 
health, as Jatnes, who regularly came once 
a^month, brought word. 

Liord Leicester returned, and returned 
without Wilha^is. Struck to the heart, I 
had scarce strength to inquire what was be- 
come of him. My lord asked n^ if I sus- 
pected him of having murdered the rogue? 
•* I have only sent him,** added he, with a 
gay air, " a long voyage, to teach him to 
keep a secret. I knew no other way of 
getting rid of the rascal Sir Francis has 
undertaken to provide for him too effectu- 
ally for my dear Matilda to know any fur* 
ther anxiety on his account: in short, he is 
shut up in a distant part of the vessel, the 
sailors are taught to consider him as a mad- 
man, and have neither time to Ibten to his 
tales, nor sense to understand them. Thus, 
my dear love, our fears are entirely over." 

** Kather begun," I might have replied, 
for no rhetoric ever after charmed mine to 
rest. A thousand accidents ruin our tran- 
quillity, but it is better to endure their 
worst consequences, than return evil {w 



evil. However necessary the step, the 
assuming a right to sentence this man, was 
too -culpable in my eyes not to make me 
itneasy ; yet, since it certainly was to re^ 
lieve me that lord Leicester executed the- 
scheme, and because nothing could now 
recall it, I seemed satisfied: Ellinor too 
persuaded me to be so, from thinking the 
traitor justly punished. 

Before loi*d Leicester returned to court,. 
I gained his consent to a project I bad long 
revolved — thi* was, to visit my mother, 
to have the joy of being held in her arms, 
and to be acknowledged by her blessing. 
He was too anxious to indulge all my wish- 
es, to refuse me in this instance ; but not 
heing able to furthei* it openly, he only 
gave me a sufficient sum of money to bribe 
her keepers, and directed Le Yal to attend 
us* 

This man proved as faithful as Williams 
was the reverse ; if at first he respected me 
but as the wife of his master; I afterwards 
gained an ascendant with him from my 
own conduct, which attached him to me 
as much as to his lord, and made the most 
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essential services seem trifles in bis eyes. 
Eager to oblige and obey, he seemed aU 
ways ready to fly before he knew whither^ 
and a word of commendation was a suffi- 
cient recompence. He was now in the 
post of Williams, who was supposed to 
liave voluntarily embarked with sir Fran- 
cis, and the secret of his fate remained with 
lord Leicester, my sister, and myself. 

Attended by Le Val, we set out for 
Coventry with beating hearts. We were 
to visit, not merely a mother, but an only 
parent, the sole person in whose arms we 
could claim a refuge ; though now, alas ! 
far more able vainly to offer her one. We 
ivere to see that queen, whose inatch- 
less beauty was her least advantage—. 
to behold her graces withered by eighteen 
years confinement — to share in her afflic- 
tions, and prove how dearly the children, 
who had never known her, oould love their 
mother. 

But, alas! madam, we were not permit- 
ted to realize these visions. Le Val found 
her keepers too honest, or too fearful, to 
suffer any stranger to converse with hep,^ 
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and fhe only privilege iixmey eoald par- 
cliase,iiras that of seeing the queen, through 
a grated window, take her morning walk 
in a small garden. Overwhelmed, with 
despair at this news^ we yet embraced the 
only indulgence we could purchase ; but 
what did we not think that ^ithles^ wo- 
man deserved, who thus treated her equals 
her relation, her friend ! . We were con- 
ducted to the window, where we were 
permitted to remain without attendants; we 
aaw her come down the walk, but oh, bow 
changed^ and yett . how lo Vely \ Damp 
rooms had weakened her limbs— -her 
charming arms were thrown round the 
necks of two maids, without whose assist- 
ance she could not n^ove — a pale resigna- 
tion sat on her still-beautiful features : her 
regal mien could not be eclipsed by a habit 
of plain purple, nor her fine hair by the 
veil which . touched her forehead. Her 
beads and cross were her only ornammts; 
but her nnafiected piety, and patient sufier-> 
ance, mingled the saint with the queen^ 
land gave her charms beyoiKl humanity. 
Our emotions were too rapid and strong 
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fer description ; we wept — ^we incpherently 
exclaimed^ and striking ourselves eagerly 
against the bars, seemed to hope some su- 
pernatural strength would break thenu 
More afflicted at seeuig her thus, than not 
seeing her at all, I could neither behold her 
for my tears, or resolve to lose a look by 
indulging in them. She drew near the 
spot where we stood^ when our hands, 
which we had thrust in supplicaticxi through 
the bars, caught her attention. She raised 
her fine eyes, with thek nsual divine com^ 
posure, to the window— I would have 
spoken, but my lips denied all utterance* 
Alas ! that blessed, that benignant glance, 
was the first, the last, the only one wa 
ever received fi-om a mother. When she 
withdrew her eyes, she carried my veiy 
soul with her; all strength failed at once, 
and I sunk in a swoon in my sister's arms. 

^P ^F ^F ^F '^ ^^ 

Suspicions of this nature made it dan« 
gerous for my lord, were we fi-equently to 
appear there; yet this momentary view 
had awakened sensations which, though 
less strcMig tiian love, were equally lasting. 
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and which empoisoned ray hours in the 
bosom of happiness. Bitter tears upon the 
cheeks of my Leicester, when with fond 
endearment he would strain me to his 
heart, alone spoke my thoughts, and I sa- 
crificed the less to the greater duty. Elli- 
nor, my dear Ellinor, was on this theme 
my only counsellor, and we spent days in- 
forming a thousand projects, weeping every 
evening at discovermg their impracticabi- 
lity. The frequent absences of my lord 
left me too much leisure for this melan*-^ 
choly employment ; yet the ardour of his 
passion made hiin choose every opportu- 
nity, however short,, to. be with me,^, and I 
trembled Test these^ incessant journeys 
should attract the notice of Elizabeth, who 
had been for some- time indisposed,. and,. of 
course, more alive to any inattention of hep 
favourite. But lord Leicester had not been 
used to control,, and sometimes imputed, 
hints to indifference^, which arose from the* 
most generous motives, for my life was 
without any enjoyment in his absence, but 
the hope of seeing him again. When he 
was away, 1 wandered wearily through 
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every room, and saw only a magnificent 
solitude ; but whenever he appeared, joy 
and music animated the whole &mily; 
every apartment seemed to have found its 
guest, and .e^ery servant the happy sub- 
ject of his duty. 

To excuse his frequent absences to the 
queen, my lord avowed a passion for hunt-* 
ing, with which his conduct so little 
agreed, that he shut himself up in KeniU 
worth Castle, and seldom passed beyond 
his own walls. Conscious that this must 
in time be observed, we learnt to ride ex- 
pertly, and often obliged him to accom- 
pany us in mere prudence. To prevent 
our being too much fatigued, my lord ge- 
nerally ordered a tent to be pitched, with 
refreshments, in the forest ; and one morn- 
ing, finding myself ill, I quitted the chace 
almost directly, and went in search erf our 
resting-place, guided by a huntsman, as 
ignorant of it as myself Among the 
closest and most intricate paths, we en- 
countered a gentleman on horseback, at- 
tended by many servants ; to make way 
fi>r us, he ordered bis servants to return,, 
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and dismounting, bowed, and remained 
uncovered while we passed. Addressing 
the man who attended us, he eagerly in« 
quired for ray lord : the questicMi, I knew 
not why, alarmed me ; I turned instantly 
to examine his features, and my horse con- 
tinning his pace, struck my head against 
an arm of a tree with so much violence, 
that the reins dropped from my hand, and 
the stranger was j ust quick enough to catch 
me.^ I fainted : one of his train opened a 
vein in my arm, which instantly revived 
me, and I found myself in the stranger^s 
arms, who pressed, with more than com- 
mon concern, the hand he held. Confused 
and perplexed with this accident* I endea- 
voured in vain to withdraw it, and seeing 
my hair had fallen in its usual curls over 
my neck, looked about for my hat, which 
yet hung on the bough that struck me. 
Regardless of every entreaty, I persisted 
in mounting my horse and returning in- 
stantly, after I had rendered him every 
acknowledgment his active politeness me- ' 
rited. He replied with such peculiar grace 
und gallantry, as gave me a great desire to 
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know his name ; but his profound atten- 
tion rendered it impossible for some time : 
after which the huntsman informed me he 
was the nephew of lord Leicester, sir Phi- 
lip Sydney. His appearance confirmed • 
the agreeable impression made by bis cha- 
racter, and I only regretted being intro- 
duced to him by a vexatious accident, 
which seemed too much to possess hi^ 
mind. Engrossed by these reflections, al- 
though I lay down, itf was impossible to 
close my eyes, when the abrupt entrance 
of my lord roused me completely. Ex- 
treme vexation and disorder marked his 
air, and without the least inquiry into my 
hurts^ he threw himself into a chair by me, 
lamenting the malice of his fortune. Alarm- 
ed beyond measure, I started from the bed, 
and kneeling at his feet, conjured him to 
tell me in what new instance he had rea- 
son to complain. — ** Matilda,** said he, fix- 
ing his eyes on me with a sad intentness, 
** the queen approaches." My heart died 
within me at the words ; his supporting 
arms alone saved me from falling to the 
ground, and his caresses from fainting. 
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" I know her well," continued he, " and 
have every reason to fear we are betrayed. 
The subtilty of approachir\g without an ex- 
press, convinces me that she suspects at least 
some charm in Kenil worth I dare not avow. 
I had always purposed, in compliance alike 
with my promise and ray safety, to convey 
you to the Recess, in case this event hap- 
pened : but now I fear the appearance it 
will have, alike to my own servants and 
Sydne3r's companions, who are all of the 
queen's train, and but too much Struck 
with your beauty. One expedient alone re» 
mains — tell me, my love, may your Leices- 
ter hope to triumph over your becoming 
pride, your just resentment ? Will you 
condescend to appear before Elizabeth in 
the same humble light in which you have 
hitherto appeared ; and, forgetting awhile 
she has been the persecutor of your family, 
will you consider her only as the patroness 
9f your husband ?" 

'"^ I will forget every thing," cried I, in 
a transport of tenderness, " which inter- 
fy:es with your safety and satisfaction : too 
liappy in having something to sacrifice in 



THE RECESS. 198 

{mx>f of ray lore, I will be whatever you 
wisfa-'^-^u the daughter of Mary, my soul 
rises against Elizabeth, but as the wife of 
Leicester, I ought to know no pleasure ex- 
cept his ; nor have I had« till this alarming 
moment, a merit in submission/' 

** What are the ties of marriage,** said my 
lord, the tears minting on our cheeks, '' to 
these invisiUe ligaments of the soul ! I can 
so little bear to be surpassed in generosity, 
that I can hardly refrain from leading you 
to the queen as her hostess, and charming 
the court with the sight of a wife, who is 
my Mie pride and everlasting pleasure." 

Precious, inestimaUe moment of my 
life, when the warmth of my heart was 
so fully displayed, so gloriously answered ! 
Ah, madam, lord Leicester had the rare 
secret of governing a generous mind ! 

The same considerations prevailed on 
£iy»or to give the same consent, and the 
short hour previous to the queen's arrival 
WI3 i^pent by us in schodiing our eyes and 
hearts, lest the i^irit of the injured and 
pride of the noble should betray all Ap- 
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194 * THE RECESS. 

prehensive too, lest the similitude my fea- 
tures ix)re to those of my unf(Htunate mo- 
ther, might strike some idle observer, I 
departed from her mode of dress, and let- 
ting my hair curl more over my face and 
neck, en wreathed it fancifully with flowers ; 
then mixing with the villagers in habits 
resembling theirs, we waited to usher the 
queen into the great hall, by strewing that 
and the inner court with aromatic herbs. 

The amazing hurry produced by this 
unexpected visit had not subsided, when 
the cannon proclaimed the approach of Eli- 
zabeth. A faint sickness came over me ; 
my limbs were scarce able tb support my 
weight, and my eyes hardly served to guide 
my steps. My nature shuddered at her, 
and the spirit of Norfolk trembled proudly 
within me. Most fortunately confounded 
with the gay cavalcade, I soon had per- 
formed my task, and retired without once 
filling my eyes on her face. I struggled 
much with myself, and regained a tolerable 
share of composure ere her dinner was s^v- 
ed, at which we were, as usual, to sing. 
Concealed from the public gaze, I had now 
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an opportunity of examining the queen. 
She was talking to my lord, who waited 
behind her chair. Though the features of 
Elizabeth retained nothing of her mother's 
sweetness, they were regular; her eyes were 
remarkably small, but so dear and quick, 
that they seemed to comprehend every 
thing with a single glance; the defect in 
her shape taking off all real majesty, she 
supplied that deficiency by an extreme 
haughtiness; a severe, satirical smile mark- 
ed her countenance, and an absurd gsdety 
her dress. I could not but suppose fo- 
reigners would imagine that queen owed 
much of her reputation to her counsellors, 
who could disgrace her venerable years by 
a bare neck and a false head of hair made 
in the most youthful fashion. Yet, under 
other circumstances, the scene would have 
been charming. The hall, enriched and 
adorned with fine statues, tapestry, and 
purple firinged with gold, the high arched 
Gothic windows, which being throMoi open, 
gave a beautiful view of the lake, covered 
with newly-ornamented boats, struck the 
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queen with admiration; while the immense 
eirowd of royal attendants, and above aU^ 
the profound respect of many of the uo* 
UeSft were sights no less new to me. I 
turned my eyes round to discover if among; 
them I could find any to compare with 
lord Leicester. Where — ah ! where could 
they select his equal ? Stifled anxiety gave 
a redoubled glow to his cheek, and his ex- 
pressive eyes pierced through the veil 
which hid us from all others. Dinner re* 
moved, the music began. The usual pieces 
played, a silence ensued,, only interrupted 
by my voice and the lute of my sisten 
Amassement seemed io transfix every be- 
holder, and all eyes pursued the bent of 
lord Leicester's. The qiieen drogpped a 
peach she was paring, and speaking with 
warmth to Sydney, he replied with an air 
so enUvemed 'as shewed his heart was in 
the subject. Searcy had I reached iixe ooe- 
dusion of the air, when the curtain was 
drawn aside by tlie offidous Sydney, and 
we stood exposed to the view of the whole 
court. Overwhdmed with a thousand 
sensations, I dropped the book I sung fix>ni« 
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and Ellinor bent over her lute with a beau- 
tiftil modesty. The various exclamations 
of the noblemen might have flattered our 
vanity, had we not been continually told 
any thing can make, to courtiers, the won- 
der of an hour. That fetal moment was 
sure the critical one of my life ; it awaken- 
ed dangerous suspicions in the soul of Eli- 
zabeth, endless anxiety in the man in whom 
my life was bound up, and a passion in 
the heart of another, the cold hand of death 
alone could extinguish — I mean the ami- 
able Sydney : charmed at finding in the 
person who charmed the whole court, those 
features indelibly impressed on his memo- 
ry, he delivered himself entirely up to his 
predfilection with a generous warmth. 

The moment I could recollect myself, I 
considered ^e queen attentively ; she sat 
in the pensive position into which our ap- 
pearance had thrown her ; sometimes sur- 
veying us with deep observation, then, with 
a keener glance, lord Leicester. I labour- 
ed to support the painful examination with 
composure, but the care defeated itself, and 
involuntary blushes covered my face when- 
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ever I became the object of ber attention. 
The indifference the queen expressed to- 
wards the mudc obliged every one eke 
to be silent on the subject, and we soon 
obtained permission to retire. Sydney, 
who was the messenger, overwhelmed us 
with apologies for the share he had in our 
confusion, although by the command of 
his sovereign. I had perpetual reason for 
resenting his offidousness, but Sydney was 
not bom to be h^ted. To exalted geneto- 
sity and the most manly courage, he joined 
elegance, refinement, and a temper supe- 
rior to events. Yes, gallant Sydney, this 
noble justice Matilda owes thy virtues— of 
all her misfortunes, that of becoming thine 
touched her most deeply.— -Our apparent 
state of dependence never once induced sir 
Philip to forfeit that respect a man of me- 
rit owes to himself; it only united to the 
politeness universally due to the sex, an 
affecting deference which dignified its ob- 
ject. A husband less adored than lord Lei- 
cester might with reason have dreaded such 
a rival. Midnight alone gave us the firee- 
dom of comparing opinions, and I saw with 
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unspeakable regret the peace of my lord 
destroyed during this visit. A depression 
he could hardly account for filled up the 
intervals we passed together ; and instead of 
employing them in forming any reasonable 
plan, nothing remained of all our mutual 
tenderness, but silence, sighs, and tears. 

!E3izabeth, in defiance of time and under- 
standing, indulged a rmnantic taste incon-' 
sistent with either ; and, not satisfied with 
real pre-eminence, affected to be deified by 
the flattery of verse. The Lady of the Lake 
was the title she chose to be known by 
here, and nothing art could invent, or wealtii 
procure, was wanting to render the various 
pageants complete. A boat, scooped like 
a shell, and enclosing a throne, coaveyei 
her to the aight, where I and many more, 
habited like Nereids, waited to receive her, 
and ushering her to a grotto inkid with 
shells and looking-glass, we presented her, 
in baskets made of sea-weed, pearl, coral, 
amber, and every jewel of the water ; while 
the place resounded with panegyrics so la- 
boured and misapplied, that it was with 
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difficulty we forbore smiling at tfae gravity 
witli which she listened to tfa^n. 

I found, with surprise, that lord Ijeices- 
ter feared the eyes of every indifferent spec- 
tatcH* would penetrate dirough a mystery 
Elizabeth only had an interest in develop- 
ing. It is the common weakness of hu- 
manity to bend the attention solely to mi- 
nute objects, while the leading ones come 
upon us totally unawares. I, on the con- 
trary, fancied myself every moment sur- 
veyed with a harsh air, by an inflexible im- 
perial rival. Every lady of the court» un- 
der the pretext of seeking our intimaQr, 
continually sounded EUinorandmyself on 
our real condition ; and the timid incohe- 
rent manner in which we answered gave 
me the most mortal fears of their employer. 
Abject slaves to the queen's amusement^ she 
kept us continually in her sight, and with- 
out d^gning to open her own lips, seemed 
to tempt us to complain by eternal whims- 
In those moments, love, shame, and apjure- 
hension, spoke a language intelligible in all 
countries in the features of lord Leicester ; 
and Elizabeth, having doubtless assured 
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herself by these ftrtifioes that there mui^ be 
something to rereal, left her ttain at one 
end of the gallery, and retiring to the other 
with my lord^ interrogated him, as I in« 
stantly eoi^eotured.-^The fate of my mo« 
ther now aiwe more strongly to my mind. 
~" Ah ! why," thought I, ** did I leave 
the happy scditude in whioh she placed me, 
only to rain tiie object of my affectkms, 
and deliver myself up to an inexorable ty- 
nnit» who can wreak her malice without 
even being suspeeted !" While thus lost 
to the surrounding crowd, I observed my 
lord reply to her dager questions with he- 
sitation and anxiety ; as he talked, he fixed 
hb eyes on me with the uneasy air of a 
person who wishes to convey through them 
what heishbpekss of making you compre- ' 
bend any other way. I resolved to ]^e- 
vent an enror on my part by a timely re^ 
treat, when suddenly speaking aloiid, lord 
Leicester advanced towards us-*^*^ Mark 
wdl all I say," said he in a whisper, leading 
me and my sister to the seat of the queen— 
** I shall more surprise these children,- * said 
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he, ''with theknowledgeof tlieirorigin than 
your majesty. It is needless to give them 
the reason I have laid before you for this 
secrecy ; it must be a sufficient honour and 
pleasure for them to find themselves daugh- 
ters of the house of Dudley* and objects of 
their sovereign's gracious patronage." See^ 
ing him bend his knee, ours, stubborn and 
reluctant as they were, gave way, and we 
kissed the fatal hand she majestically ten- 
dered. Informing us that she added us ta 
her train of maids of honour, she bade ut 
be ready to set out with her on the m<Nrrow 
towards London. Lord Leicester, charmed 
with havingeludedallhersuspidons^ dreamt 
not of the snare he had wound round bis 
own heart in yielding us up to Elisabeth, 
whose consummate art had indueed her to 
give apparent credit to a most improbaUe 
fiction, merely to place us beyond his reach, 
which she could no other way have effected. 
The hour of rest enabled him to op^i all 
his heart I understood that Elisabeth 
had addressed him, in so decisive a manner 
on the conviction of our being bom above 
our present rank, that he could not hope 
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to save us from the most menial degrador 
tions but hy a false confidence; Heaven 
had suddenly inspired him with the idea of 
a possibility that his brother, the lord 
Guildford, might have married lady J^e 
Grey a twelvemonth ere the two politic 
dukes of Suffolk and Northumberland 
thought it prudent to appear leagu^; 
during which time he declared the unfor- 
nate lady Jane gave birth to us both : the 
same policy had induced them to conceal 
this event till the Suffolk family should be 
established on the throne, and that hope 
bdng for ever defeated, prudence srt:ill bu- 
ried ujs in oblivion ; finally, that the secret 
rested now only in his own bosom, fi*om 
whence his attachment to Elizabeth would 
never suffer it to transpire; and that if the 
queen still wished to patronize us, he 
thought it would be prudent to let us ima* 
gine ourselves his own illegitimate daugh- 
ters. To all this Elizabeth replied little, 
but suffering him to settle it his awn way, 
persisted only in taking us fi'om him. 

Her mode of conduct convinced me at 
once that she utterly discredited the whole 
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ofthw fiction, which placed us^ by another 
branch, almost as near to the throne as we 
really stood . \Vould not a jealous, selfi^ 
soul, like hers, liave demanded dates, fiicts, 
tdstimonials, and witnesses ? Would she 
not have made us undergo the fate of lady 
Catherine, the legal heir of the house of 
Suffolk, whom, by a barbarous, unfeminine 
use of power, she had torn from the moat 
near and sacred of human ties, suid con* 
demned, even in the bloom of youth, tx> a 
solitary life of imprisonment, only for hav- 
ing dared to become a wife and mother ? 
Would not, in a word, all the ftiry of her 
temper have blazed forth; but that she me^ 
ditated a more safe and silent ruin ? 

Unwilling to add to the anguish of this 
moment by one surmise, I threw myself 
into his arms, and silent, speechless, strain- 
ed him to my hearts — supplicating, men- 
tally, that God who alone could protect ua. 
No language could have a£Pected lord L^^ 
cester like this conduct He accused hitii- 
self of having meanly considered his own 
safety ; and we were obliged repeatedly te 
assure him that we thought he hail acted 
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with the most consummate judgment, ere 
we oould reconcile him to himself.**-^ Sura^ 
ly Matilda thinks me a sufficient sufferer,** 
cried he, ** in losing the charm of her so- 
ciety ? Can I have forgotten that I dare 
no longer indulge even my eyes with her 
beauty ? Can I have fbrgotten that all 
other met! may freely adore her, and that 
her happiness is not more in the power of 
£{ii:lifaeth than mine is in hers ? Did I 
not know that the queen would willingly 
punish her whole race with the celibacy 
she imposes on herself, I should doubt her 
protecting the pretensions of Sydney; but 
she dreads • too much multiplying daims 
to the crowti^ and I alone shall be perse* 
outed with his passion.-*-Fity my situa^ 
tms'' added he, ^and by an uniform cold* 
ness dash his presumptuous hopes. How 
do I lament the fate Which involves the 
fair EUinor in calamities the same motives 
cannot reconcile her to! but since her 
choice andafFections led her Into the world, 
I rely upon her generous soul to supf|ort 
its evils with pradenee and patience. This 
wfll- be our last con versatioti for some time 
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— Honly one cautkm let me recommend to 
you both-^makie no confidants, iniltivate 
the fiiendship of lady Pembroke^ and never 
forget that yoii constantly act undarthe 
eye of a haughty, jealous, and revengeful 
sovereign.'' 

Needless admonition ! Could a daugh- 
ter of the Stuart line cease to dread and 
hate Elizabeth ? Could a wife too^ who 
saw the life of a man she loved depended 
on her prudence, for one moment dare to 
shew she did so? 

Condemned to mingle with the worid^ I 
entered it with presages so mdancholy as 
shewed my future fortune. Without dar* 
ing to testify my grief even by a look, I 
departed from Uiat hospitable mansioil in 
which I had vainly promised mysdf long 
years of unspeakable happiness. I deport* 
ed without my lord, end in so doi^g expe- 
rienced evay misery of love and depoid- 
ence.--^'' Ah ! how weak are those wratdiea 
who look up to us with wonder,"* cried I, 
mentally, as we passed throu|^ every town, 
<<did ye know the breaking heart thassplen* 
did garb covers !-*-did ye feel the gdtting 
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chain which writhes round it, and deepiens 
my cbeek with destructive beauty, how 
would you bless the gracious God who 
gives you peace and ignorance !" 

Received, acknowledged, and admired, 
we soon became familiar appendages to 
Elizabeth, nor had any hopes of seeing our 
bondage end but with her life. It waiSi not 
the least of my evils that I involved my 
EUinpr in this calamity, which love of me 
could alone render supportable. By a ca- 
price for which there is no accounting, Eli- 
zabeth, whose eyes were ever watchful and 
heart: suspicious, bent both for ever on £U 
linor, who enured from her, with silent 
indignation, a thousand passionate extra^ 
vi^ndies. Contrary to lord Leicester's 
idea, I plainly perceived that she encou- 
raged every pretender to either, obviously 
to develop the mystery crhe easily discern- 
ed through his false confidence. Tortured 
with the jiassion of sir Philip, I found all 
my rigour could not extinguish hopes the 
queen patronized, while lordLeicester'scon- 
fidence seaxied to contract, h\ proportion 
as it became difficult for me to partake of it 
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The {sir Pembroke attached heraelf par- 
ticularly to ElHnor^ and Rose Cedl, lord 
Burleigh's second daughter, professed an 
unbounded friendship for me. I bad so 
great a deference to the command of my 
lord^ as to withhold mine till time convinced 
me too feelingly that she was incapable of 
abusing it. She was almost a stranger at 
court as well as ourselves, and brought up 
under a mother who abhorred it ; the death 
of that mother leaving her to the care of 
an ambitious fkther, he flatt^^ himself 
thi^ her beauty would win her a husband 
of merit, ere she had gained courage to as- 
sert her own choice. He was not mistahen 
in die first ofnnion : the tender bloom both 
of her mind and person attached to her a 
thousand hearts ; but though in all other 
instances compliance itself, in the arti-* 
cle of mairiage ibe refilled to Obey even 
the queen, who consequently hated her. 
This sad conformity of situation both were 
at liberty alike to lament, And with the 
candour incident to youth, I found it dif-^ 
ficult to limit my lamentations. Our si- 
tuations and tempers made us alike eulti* 
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vate an attechmait with lady Arundel, 
sir Philip's ddest $t$ter, who had long since 
retired to a seat of his cm the hanks of the 
Thames, upcm the imprisonment of her 
lord. With less shining qualifications than 
her more fair and fortunate sister, lady 
Arundel possessed a Roman strength of 
soul. Beloved from childhbod by Eliza- 
be^ she might have remained a &vourite;, 
even while her husband was a victim ; but 
she inexorably insisted on sharing his pri- 
son, and when it soon afW became his 
grai^ retired in an honouraUe poverty, 
and owed her little income to her brothers 
faottDty . Thus, in innocence and hallowed 
widowhood, passed the days of this amia^ 
Ue woman, who now enjoyed that first 
and last of human pleasures, the seeing her- 
sdf aurrounded with friends, although she 
Wl only merit to attach them. 

The resentment of Philip the Second of 
S^in broke forth at this period, and em- 
jj^oyed every one's thoughts, more eqwd* 
atly the queen's, with whom love was ever 
so subordinate a consideration, that I flat- 
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tered myself lord Leicester would choose 
this opportunity to plan our fiiture meet- 
ings, and a little relieve me from the in- 
supportable tortures of perpetual h}rpocrisy. 
When now, to oomplete'my evils, he for 
whom I renounced every distinction due 
to my sex and birth — ^he in whom my soul 
was treasured, regarded me with coldness 
and disdain, I examined my own heart 
It did not make me a single reproach ; but 
the knowing I was wronged could not re- 
store my peace. I began to dread that sa- 
tisfied love had given place to ambition; 
tiiat considering me as the only bar be- 
tween himself and Elizabeth (who became 
more and more gracious to him), he vainly 
regretted he had made me so. My hatred 
to the queen redoubled, althodgh she treat- 
ed me much better than my sister, as she 
always conceived Ellinor his ^vourite, be^ 
cause the vehicle of his sentiments to me ; 
yet, though his displeasure was strong^ 
marked, it did not spring from indifference; 
for at the same time he carefully avoided 
my conversi^on, he incessantly watdied 
my actions, and was always in my view, 
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without ever being in my reach. It was 
Impossible not to discern that he miist be 
jealous; but, alas! suspicion soon makes 
the causes it seeks. My blushes, and the 
disorder of my air, when any supposed 
lover addressed me, confirmed his fatal pre- 
judice ; and the impossibility of finding an 
opportunity to acquit myself almost dis- 
tracted me. Fortune, shortly after, added 
the only aggravation my &te admitted. 

The fair Rose Cecil, whose attachment 
I have mentioned, had insensibly engaged 
my affections by the warmth of her own. 
The pleasure I took in discoursing about 
my lord, made me overlook for a time 
th&t she was equidly unwearied of the. 
topic ; but the eager manner in which she 
revived it, while increasing sorrow buried 
his name in my heart, at last opened my 
eyes. I observed her more closely— I saw 
the strong affection which impelled her to 
be near to him, while her heightened co- 
lour, and universal agitation, whenever he 
addressed her, made the secret inclination 
of her heart but too obvious. There are 
wives who would have seized this occasion 
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to retort, but she was so innocent, that I 
could not distrust her, and was above ap- 
pearing to do sa Some imaginary slight 
overcame a mind so delicate, and one even- 
ing ahe indulged in her tears, and unbo- 
somed her whdie heart — '* In vain," she 
said, ^ did years and circumstances divide 
her fiom lord Leicester, since she took 
more pleasure in silently admiring him, 
than in bdng admired by the whole worid. 
Ah, madam," cried she^ ** how barbarous 
itre hereditary hatreds! Exert yourself 
for me, dearest Matilda ! divest my lord^ 
mind of so narrow a prejudice, assured that 
this obligation will double an attachment 
equally produced by your own merit, and 
the family you sprung from.'' 

What a proposal was this to a wife ! to 
a wife did I say? alas! to a lover — a wild 
and extravagant lover ! She embraced me^ 
and hid her tears and agitations on my 
bosom — a bosom which struggled with 
agonies yet more trying. Affected alike 
with her innocence and her fate, I return- 
ed her caresses, and wept like a mother 
over her child. She left me sufficient 
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leisure to consider my answer. I told her, 
that in pitying I shewed her all the kindU 
ness in my power, since the little infiuence 
I had with my lord was obvious enough. 
I hinted that hers must ever be a hopeless 
attachment, as the visiUe distinction of the 
queen niade it very improbable lord Lei- 
cester should marry any other woman, not 
to mention the vast disparity between her 
years and his. 

She replied, that she had considered this 
over so often, that she had reconciled her- 
self to every article. The queai thought 
more of war than marriage, and sardy, if 
lord Leicester could be brought to do jus- 
tice to her heart, her youth would never 
be considered as a fault. 
. In sbort, I ea^y understood that what 
she wished, she was reserved to hope. I 
dropped the subject ; but it was with i«^- 
finite chagrin I beheld this lovely giri en- 
courage a passion, so many causes concur- 
red to render hopeless. In £eicI; it did not 
long esci^ the queen's notice^ and the un- 
fwtunate Rose saw ev^y body appear to^ 
be Boq/moieA wiUi her weaknesd, tiut lis 
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object, who shewed a cddness towards her, 
almost amounting to dislike : to me she 
always flew for consolation, and I frequent- 
ly administered that I could not find. 

On so important an event as the expect- 
ed invasion, the English were all prepared 
to take arms: lord Leicester, as their 
leader, was already encamped ; and I part- 
ed with him in common with the other 
courtiers, without the liberty of uttering 
a syllable, that might give peace to his 
heart or my own. The misery of 'my si- 
tuation became intolerable, when fear of 
my lord's safety was added to every other 
fear, and I resolved on an explanation, 
whatever the consequence. The natural 
ascendancy love and superior years gave 
him over toe when present, vanished with 
him. I wrote, entreating him to suf- 
fer me, by knowing, to repair an involun- 
tary fault, and, before it was too late, reco- 
ver an affection I could not long survive. 
I conjured him to remember that he was 
my all in this life, and that if he continued 
to withhold his confidence^ I could dffly 
eondude he repented the having eyer be* 
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stowed it ; and should finally give up all 
care of a being, which was no longer dear 
to me than while it was so to him. 

The equivocal turn of these expressions, 
I thought, would secure this letter, even if 
intercepted, from producing any evil con- 
sequence ; and while dubious how to con- ^ 
vey it, sir Philip Sydney demanded per- 
mission to take leave of me ; not even the 
pangs I suffered through his love, could 
rob him of my regard — ^the disguising it 
was all in my power. To his care I com- 
mitted this letter, assured he might be 
trusted even with the truth; and trans- 
ported with the least mark of my confi- 
dence, he promised all that lovers usually 
promise. 

No sooner was he gone, than I remem- 
bered that the ill-chosen messenger might 
render lord Leicester insensible to the con- 
tents of a letter blistered with my tears. 
Alas ! when once we enter the labyrinth 
of possibilities, to which jealousy is the 
fatal centinel, hardly ever can we extricate 
ourselves. The geQtle consolations of M- 
linor were all my fate had left me ; with- 
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sequence of sorrow ; fmt durin g the boors 
of retirement (for one apartment held us), 
she omitted nothing to sooth or strength- 
en my mind. Incomparable sister^ what 
a soul was thine ! Oh ! why were tears 
my only tribute to thy boundless genero- 
sity? 

At length lord Brook arrived express 
from the camp, and txiok the first opportu- 
nity to delnrer me a letter from my lord. 
He said I had found means to convert the 
aocusa: into the mminal, and conjured me 
to pardon a meftn jealousyi which puhish- 
ed itself. My too-ready obedience to the 
queen's command, he added, and the ob- 
vious pleasure I appeared to find in bis 
nephew's conversation, had poisoned erery 
ncKnnent of his life since I came to court. 
Sydney's talents, bis equal years, his gene- 
rous disposition, all oonspired to make him 
a formidable rivil^^'^ I am not meanly 
jealous of yoisr person," continued he— *^np, 
Matilda^ it is your heart of which I am a 
miser; nor do I wish you mine, whatwer 
your loss may cost me, longer than you 
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wlsli yourself so. Under the cruel circum- 
stances imposed on us, less might excusably 
alarm a heart which has so severely suffer- 
ed for its candour ; yet, too just in my na- 
ture to consider that as your fault, which 
mutjt have proved our mutual misfortune, 
I resolved to bury in my bosom its killing 
suggestions, and cease to persecute you 
with a passion which you dared not repel, 
however reluctant your heart ^, but that 
which would have made a common mind 
jealous, has eradicated the weakness from 
mine ; for nothing but spotless innocence 
could have made you choose out my ima- 
ginary rival as the vehicle of your senti- 
ments. Truth and conviction flash upon 
my bewildered senses, and love breathes 
through every invahiable line of your dear 
letter. How — how shall I ever recom- 
pense you for my injustice? I can nq. 
longer live without humbling myself at 
your feet, and receiving a pardon I fear I 
shall never deserve. I have at length re- 
solved to confide our secret to lady Arun- 
dell — sorrov^ and experience have surely 
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taught ber discretion. Her house is th$^ 
only retired one to which you can come 
with safety. Appear indisposed, and the 
queen will easily allow your plea, if you, 
urge that you fihd yourself unable to sup- 
port the hurry and fatigue of the times. 
I will prepare lady Arundell for your re- 
ception, arid snatch the first moment, con- 
sisfpnt with my duty, to f)y and enliven 
your solitude. The embrace that confirm- 
edjou mine, was less dear to me tjian. 
that which will seal your forgivene^ Oh ! 
my love,** ended he, " who could endure 
the tortures of doubts, were not the mo* 
ment of reconciliation so exquisit? a trans- 
portr 

Ah, true indeed ! for all the pleasures of 
my liife faded before that moment! I 
seemed fo tread in air, and had hardly comr 
mand enouffh of myself to affect languor 
and sickness, Elizabeth, who always found 
"Iferself fatigued with indisposition, because 
not subject to it, readily consented to my 
spendirig a month with lady Arundell, who . 
received ine with infinite pleasure. I found 
that she had been apprii^ of my marrliuji^^ 
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otAy^ ftad fibat mjr lord sfjil withheld the 
se€Mt of* mj birth. She allotted me a 
magnifiMiyt apartment,' which concluded 
with a^-^ 'isidoon, opening to the Thames. 
This 4)ob)6' room was emtiellished with va- 
luable paititings^ some of which were not 
y^finishedv and a painterof eminence fre- 
qUentiy^' attended to complete them. This 
mHH ^Iva^ eir^loyed by her to take a pic- 
tuieasl^rae, which might fill up the inter- 
\Ac€^my, Ibrd^s absence, as well as agree- 
ably* surprise-him; While one day dress- 
ed- g^y f^r^ this purpose, and waiting in 
th0«^ooiH {'perceived the man enter; but 
ho«ir-waS' I surprised to see him a moment ^ 
after' -at^ my feet! I turned indignantly 
totr»ds l^m : ah, heavens! it was my 
loid^ my Leicester' Imnself ! wi)o, safe in 
that' disguise "which he and lady Arundi^ll 
had agreed • on, was to forbid the painter 
wbenelretf he ' could visit us with safety. 
W^learnt firora^ him news* of the utmost*** 
impwtance; that Heaven itsdf had fought 
ibr' Elizabeth^ and defeated an armada 
hev «pa«reP€oald ill have coped with. Iliis 
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intelligence, by securing lord Leiioester, 
joyed even my heart ; and the pri(de of for- 
giving being added to the pleasure of lov- 
ing, life could bestow no more* on me. 

I had now learnt to be before^hand. with 
rsuspicion ; and as sir Philip, charnied with 
the opportunity of seeing me out (rf the 
<?hilling circle of a Court, was almost a daijiy 
visitor, I resolved to end his hopes, even at 
the risk of an implied confidence. I could 
hardly sometimes forbear weeping, to s^ 
him thus pursuing a shadow, and wasting 
a glorious youth. Oh, Sydney, you '^ere 
w'orthy of a better fate, and could I ac6us^ 
myself of embittering yours, I should, be a 
wretch indeed ! but no, I honoured, rjevcr- 
ed^ admired you ; nay, had I not ^Ir^ady 
excihanged my heart, it must have been 
yoMr&--ryou whom so many women have 
loved, and no one was ever known to hate. 

Having formed my resolution, I permit* 
ted him one day to lead me to the terrace. 
Ovegoyed with the distinction, he enter- 
tained me with a thousand pleasant sallies. 
AfiTis tiiere a more pungent sensation in 
natiire, than the nece^ity fortune some^ 
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times imposes on generous minds to afRict 
each other ? I opened my lips — the tnith 
hoviered on them ; but it was not till he 
himself tenderly conjured me to add lan- 
guage to my expressive looks, and confide 
to him the sentiments I had endeavoured 
to conceal, that I could speak. — ** Alas ! 
sir Philip,'* cried I, " why am I reduced 
to tell you, that your merit and your at- 
tachment are, by a combination of events,^ 
my only misfortunes ?'' 

** What do you utter, madam ?** cried 
be^^->* is this possible ?' 

* A painful truth,'* returned I, '* which 
the highest esteem for you could alone 
extort— I am sensible of the influence of 
Elizabeth ; but^ believe me, I am among 
those who cannot obey her.**^ 

** Obey her T returned he ; " does the 
fair Matilda know so little of me, as to ima-^ 
gine I would owe her hand to regal author 
rity ? No, madam, Sydney would not on 
such terms, he may proudly say, deign to 
accept even yourself. While my passion 
was only my own misfortune, I thought 
myself at liberty to indulge it ; but tlie 
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jiKHnent it becomes joui^s^ j^ida, ii^noor, 
sensibility^ all x>rdain eternal (silemo^:.^ 
surely," added b^ in an a£fectifig ton^ '^ & 
heart like mine might hope to know the 
fatality which thus wounds it** . 

" By the love jrou . have prdfessed fer 
me/' cried I, seizing his hand in turn w(Ui 
energy, ^^ by the honour which iiEctoates 
you towards every buiipsMibeingit goi^juk 
you press iio farther into a ^ecpet I have 
no right to reveal; if I had— -*--^'* . .^ 

" If ypu had i-^b) lovely ,^g^ne^t)>i^, oan- ♦ 
did Matilda— no, 1; wiU mt 'inv^9de.JUE^ 
mystery you think it n^ss^ry tO/Conoeal. 
Since my hard fate deprives my youth fj(£ 
its sole charm and hope^ yet surely. tUne-r 
may I hope nothing from time ?. age waiitd 
steal upon me unobserved, were you bat 
to allow me expectation." : - : \ . , -* 

" Why, why," cried I, wefping^ ** am | 
compelled to a half-confideneeia^ heart 
so noble? but be assured, sir Pbitip, 'time 
can never unite us by any other bonds thaa 
those of esteeni \ and surely , every day 
must strengthen those." \ ^ ;. j 

'' I think I understand yx>u>" replied hei 






• THE itEb^s; 223 

fh&hg his eyes on mine with a melarieholy 
firmness; ** and shall I expose you to the 
urtgoverned passions of the queen? — no, 
silica I am never — since esteem is to be the 
only bond between us——" He paused, 
and kneeling, kissed both hxmds, as if 
taking an everlasting leave-— "When next 
you see me, though I wring every fibre of 
this heart, when nej^t you see me, I will 
feel entitled to all your esteem." ^ 

Risings he quitted me, and \^alked to- 
wards his barge, with sad and irresolute 
steps, frequently looking back, as if be was 
ready to return, and recant his declaration ; 
but the barge swiftly conveying him to- 
ward London, I gave free vent to the 
te^s I had with infinite difteculty sup- 
pressed. 

The following evening, lord Leicester 
had promised to pass with us : he arrived 
with an. air of satisfaction it was impossible 
I could avoid sharing, even while ignorant 
of its cause. — " Who would . rely on the 
constancy of a lover," said he, with a hap- 
py smile, ** since even my Matilda's charms 
could not retain my nephew's attachment ? 
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He has suddenly solicited the queen's eon^ 
sent to marry Misft Walsingham; you 
know her love for him, but his amazes all 
acquainted with both. Elizabeth calls him 
a whimsical fool, but does not care to of- 
fend sir Francis, by refusing her consent, 
however displeased at his thu& matching 
himself; the marriage will be celebrated 
in a few days, and my Matilda is invited 
to her rival's triumpW*** 

•* Ah, na!" I should have returned,, had 
his Jealousy not taught me cauti<Hi ;. *' thy 
Matilda has a triumph of her own to en- 
joy.'* Alas! I now understood Sydney's 
parting words, and my heart floated in 
tears,, tinctured so strongly with every sen- 
timent but love, that I could hardly dis* 
tinguish whether that had not a share in 
the siiblimity of the moment. 

My lord pressed me to return to court 
previous to the ceremony ; he even gave 
out that I meant to. do so,, and this I only 
understood by a line, which accpmpaniefl 
the formal invitations sent to me and lady 
AnmdelL — " Ah,, madam,,'* added sijc Phi-^ 



Mp, in the posbcript, •* is it true tliat you: 
return ere my sacrifice is completed ?** 

^ No, I will not return,** sighed I ; ** a 
husband's claims extend no farther,^ and 
humanity resumes its rights." 

^^f ^^^ ^^ "^ ^^ ^r 

Thedread that malicious observers mig^t 
^ice more pry into lord Leicester's mo* 
mentis of retirement, at last conquered the 
reluctance I Mt af^returning to court. I 
saW, in defiance of dianger, self-indulgence 
eontinudily increased upon him. At first a 
few hoars in the evening were all he de- 
voted to me and lady Arundell ; sho>rtly 
after he camelater^ and passed the night : 
he then pleaded fear of disgracing one or 
theothjer,^and lost whole days. — ^*Couldst 
thou wonder thy fonder miuriage was dis-^ 
eovered ?'' said I often to myself^ after ex-- 
hausting afl my rhetoric in vain to drive 
him from me.. "Oh, Leicester ! what ^as^ 
the wrath of Elizabeth then to that she 
would feei,« could she explore the whde 
of this secret?^ 1 entreated Ellinor fo 
wxite me woid my absence was much re^*^ 
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A sad dnd sUent: ^ ^dmiitftiott wMf "the 
Only expression of my feature sittli^^i^it 
of sir Philip ;: be signed at the eomptiment 
indispensably due, which his bride receiv- 
ed wHb croMi o0ntem|»t: Tq fc Cowl^^ce 
naturfiily har^ KfidJnq^s^tireii ht^w^^y^ 
beautiful^ Misi^ Walsingham fa^d ^w»y9 
united, a temper,... pi9ud> ^Sssfoimte; jind 
pei^yi^:; JEfer ^^o^/^ti$biAeAtf to-m 
Pli^tp liadj'ift sJJ jnslawew^whcafe.b^ 
amo^Wd^ subdued: f^ a Hm&,\:W-vfeitefl 
tboae failings.; He ,e$H|ld iWt fee ignf^nol 
of a paii^ilhe kid ^ ,i^^ been^ ^idKed 
upm, and the Qiomeiiit. h!& foutid^H'M^ 
nKk possibly foir bkitt. to tpbki&.hitf owit 
dh6ifse^ he ^i>?70|i%^ ^solved to iwki^ 
heisi m> mQtiyas «p<^ ni>t be' do^btad^ 
asr f^l the (DOiirli Jkn^w Bb& bad .Ao f<ittii»»; 
md ey^iy; body',: saxv it was .b».her.]^M 
to' becdme the/h^|)p](«9t of Woq1(»; bub 

uiimi it ^*«* Wft i«i her .ilfvlur^:. Ar; few» 
seeing t<$ vrin »pp|i: bis faeorfe by |t:i#eM 
iildul^nce of all his^li^tleibiUe^ she w«|tri< 
ed him with importunate fondness, and 



wh&feret businei& or wearifres^ dta^^VntA 
fiom hotne, employed the interval in fa- 
ibehting violent pas^iohs^ with which shS 
seldofal failed fo overwhelm Iwih on his re ^^ 
tufh. Incapable of bendiflg so noble A 
fnind fii his own. to the little triumph of 
conqh^riii^ a Ibw one^ and as incapable of 
i^nilatin^r his life by tftfe narrow nile^ ^\t 
would have laid down for him, he saw h6 
alternative but the pursiift of glbr^, and 
solicited to be sent to his government of 
Flushing. 

• Oh, pardon me, beloved Leicester, the 
iHtter tears I have so often ^hed for the 
gaHant Sydney. Why— why had he not 
chosen my sister ? She WaiS fi-ee, shfe had 
a hand, a heart, a person worthy his; she 
would have crowned his days with happi* 
ness, and his grave with honour. • Alas ! 
in the weak pride of Kudiamty, we seek 
to new-model the distincfiohs of lirftiire, 
ftnd insolently oppose our limited facultiei^ 
taOmniscience. '''"**• / 

New disturbances in the Neth^rl^d^ 
now obliged lord Leicester, as cottiniatideF 
in.chief, to accompany hi^ nephew.^ I isan* 
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th;em>bptfa depart,, whft a reTuctanoe so ex^ 
treme as foreboded some calamity. The 
generouf Sydney understood* my silence, 
my conflicts, my wishe&-^*^ Rely on my 
cares, sely on my bcniour,'* said he^ at part* 
ing, ^ and be assured my breast must, be 
as cold as the earth, which then will cover 
it, ere that feelsone wound which lodges in 
the fair Matilda's h^art. Ob, let me wor^ 
ship the wise ordinatioa of Providence 1. 
If, amidst aU the €^ili$ fate and imprudence 
have overwhelmed me with, I stiU we^ly 
&el ^ a r^p^t at pronouncwg a last adieu, 
what mast I have endured had I been the 
chosen ? But why, by snch a remembrance,, 
disturb her I love ? Yet dear i& the sensl* 
bility^ adpred Matilda! Oh, let the tears 
which now enrich, your cheeks be wholly 
Sydney^ ?' 

And they were wholfy Sydney's ^ A 
sad presentiment heightened the anguish 
of this piling, by telling me we never 
milfr&^buld meet. It remains not for my 
Weak p6|i to paint the heroic death of sir 
Philip 3ydney ; it has employed the no- 
blest. Even envy and malice dropt invo^ 
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luntary tear8» white friendship waae±haQs1> 
ed in vain lamentations. As to me^ I set 
no bounds to my sorrow, and every reason 
which once confined my esteem for him to 
my own bosom dying with him, I mouni'^ 
ed a$ for a dapling brother,, and tiius per> 
petuated the secret hatred of his widow^ 
wboi weak woman !. envied me even the 
melancholy privilege of bewailing him. 

Anxiety for the fate of lord Leicester^ 
which this event must necessarily excite^ 
too soon gave way to. a still nearer care* 
In vain I imputed my continual indispo- 
$ition& to grief; tkne confkmed an appre^ 
bension,. which had frequently sdarmed me 
immediately a^r jny lord's departure, i 
Ibund but too plainly, that imprudent love 
had produced a new misfortune^ and that 
I bore about a living testimony of my im^^ 
liage,. from whicb the. worst consequences 
asijght arise. 

Ah, unhappy babe, thy mother*s an^ 
guish foreran thy bothi! Deprived by a 
sad combination of circumstances of a weU 
come, thcobs of terroc were thy first i^^mp^ 
toms of existence^ This aceumulatio];) of 
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ilHsfiiitune seeindd to bdntimb tn^* reasdti 
I knew not what to resolve on. I saw 
myself almost in my royal mother's m^ 
lancholy predidament when I was born. 
** Alas! perbafis I may to-morrow be entire^ 
ly so,'* I would cry to myself; ** let me 
fly then while my pfison'^gates are open." 
The eye of Elizabeth' became yet mor6 
dreadful to me ; I fanpied every moment 
it dived into my heart, aiid death fof* ever 
seemed to surround me, in forms yet dearef. 
to me than my own. ' 

My sister*^ better, sense easily discemed^ 
how dangerous and how vain a project 
flight must prove. — "You," she would say, 
"whose timid heart shrinks even from those 
it loves — who have hitherto trod the most 
safe and confined circle — ^who hardly know 
what loneliness m^ahs^ how, in this situa- 
tion, can you encininter the perils of the 
road, the insolence of strangers, the dangers 
of the sea, and the terrors of a camp ? Even 
admitting all these happily; past, in fol4 
lowing lord Leicester you only change fto 
object lif'I^izabeth^s resentment, from 
which, distance may not shield either yovi 



(ti^yii^lotd^.^Oh^hythawltnBXfy'i^ may 
Bh^ revenge heiiself ! Lekerter^ ft isr i rufej 
lores yda;..hut in you; at present, are 'Cei» 
teir^ future distiactibit, ptiinp^ ah& a Vari^ 
ety af pl^siiifes rievfen yet indiffOTe»t to 
bi^m : these wiU be tbs }ea£tL@E has:, looses* 
Bftd, IjeKeve ]tiey-.if the seeref transpiresj; 
thiat it id his bvm: ^ay . still ohe-day prhre 
your dearei^ consolatlon: and isunely my 
dear Matilda will not entirely: forget si sis^^ 
ter, whose only joy or sorrow she yet faai 
oeen* [ , . " 

Th^ lait tender . eonsideration etiftirely 
subdued a^ spark of di&pfeasnre excited hf 
the forrrier. I sllbtnitted my watering re-. 
$olutions to her directibn, and wrote aii 
akMmymous letter, descriptive of my.situa-* 
tioni which, with innumeraUe dhargesi 
lady ArCindell delivered to lotdBrook, the 
di3tiiAguii^hed friefad of 3ir Philip Sydney^ 
tQ ec^v^y into lord JLeioester^s owii hands; 
Xhat amiabie woii&ah became the conifidant 
df my present, fbar^ and with, unwearied 
kiodfiei^ conjtnred liie.ta rely upon he^^^ 
conduct — in her house she assured me of 
an asylum, and in heiiself of another mb^ 



ther fyr the unfortunate infant t felt all 
the indulgenee of Heaven in providing me 
•uch an unexpected resource, and almost 
wished I had not madis my lord a partakeir 
in cares he was sa little able to reliev6^ 
By her advice I summoned courage to ap^ 
pear again in the count — *' We seldom,^- 
said the prudent lady Arundell, '^critidse 
those we see every day ; novelty alone at* 
tracts curiosity ; and if you are absent any 
tiine^ some eye of the many your return 
will attract may pierce through every veil 
into the cause; I will carefully watch,, 
and when< necessary, warn you to retreat"* 
I found on my return that the fair Rose 
Cecil had quitted London by the command 
of her father, who was. highly incensed, 
alike at her refusal of a very advantageous 
match, and the passion that caused it The 
loss of her society, which at another time 1 
diiould have lamented became an advan^ 
tace in the present delicate conjuncture. 
I lib louger durst wish for companions ( 
#oiild not keep at a distance ; and I hoped, 
eve we met again, that I should- be more at 
liberty to cultivate the attachment she pio- 
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fessed to iti^,« while time would have eon* 
quered that unfortunate one which sdode 
could interfere :with it > 

I counted the moments ere a letter could 
arrive from my lord — in vain EUinor as- 
sured me the time was insufficient, had locd 
Brook's journey met with no delay. We 
wefe talking this over one moniing,^ when 
a load knocking at the door, much earlier 
than usual, startled us hoth ; how was I 
amazed, a moment afler, to see inylord rush 
in, booted, and with that disordered dress 
and air which shewed him just arrived f 
Pale and speechlesis» I threw myself into 
his arms, and made no other return to. his 
embraces than by sighs and tears, while 
EUinor, struck with the ^iii^ularity of his 
conduct, repeatedly demanded how l^e 
came there?-— i**^^ To see^ ta save uiy love,*' 
cried he^ fixing his eyes on mine with un- 
utterable fondness ;. *^ will not my Matilda 
bless me with another self? and gooMvI 
be such a savage to leave her to face the 
pain, the grief, the danger alone? Dry 
your tears, my most beloved» am not I 
with you — I whom you have, made the 
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the hap^ieiA of-tmnkitid-^I, Wha ivag hmi 
hA io >i^oiship youT— " Id^nidcWir 
cried I, striking my owh AnkfCrit^** iAts, 
Any lovfe, liow ig it I s^ fdn here ?* - It 
now seethed «$ if ireakonl like ltgiit» ^kli^i^ 
at bbce tbrodgh tl^<5h£iC)8 df his Mind v ^So- 
'sorbed in tte single cdfistd^jratidn ^ «iy 
8tate^ be hstd pof^ted t^ fiHgbticI, VirifbdAt 
resting a motnent« cb the I'eeefpt ^ iitfy 
letter, yk)^ tiSxM ittla^tie aby cc/insie isu^- 
cient to Sirtisff e^^ indiffin'ent observers* 
much more tiie j^ldbui ^uldf Eti^abeth^^ 
^* Ah> H^vei^ ! we tfre iibw inrfefed ¥iiinect^" 
cried I, tvl^inging my hatfds; *^ thbimpl^k^lble 
eheitiy of my peirfce tvill Ibiecome so of youife, 
and every malicious eye will now be 6xS3^ 
Oik her who sinks uhder tlie mbst dasuid 
observation. Oil that the silent mansiitti 
in which I so long vegetated had been my 
gmve, since I qnittad it but to become a 
mudbrtime to the man I love T— ^'^ ^}^ 
will my Matilda," returned lord Leicester^ 
with a noble ihildness, ** mono^lize love 
arid generosity ? I^erhaps I have yet saf- 
fidfent influence ovisr Elizabeth to pte- 
luade her, fears f0r her welfare alone 



I refuse to bear a single mortiii|iK3ori 'fBr 
hel-^kie WJio imikfim^ Sdtnafej^ fer mine? 
f9i« '^^fii ihe cbA ^ib^rli buir thWrk- 
*!&•, '5«)tt^ Inrth fe B#j^t«- -thh i>bS^^ <Jf 
ttiirliice.* Sutnttidn ybiit 'fttftilftiae.'fcy Wft, 
^awd 1« tfscoiicrti; eV^ ifeteasti^feWeogsSary 
i6 o^r tTkituM^fetyyf<!ArI W^ iklik'i^ ifte 
<»e '«tf liiysilf -ybu WoiuM ^i*li'tfl6. ^ev^ 
more, I ' s6teihrily ^*^eari Will ybvlr hmbkiA 
1eav0 you.* RreiaAis cif Ibrtiine yid fev6tAr 
1fi^6 away befeffe tti'e rralrties oFlife X \elv\ 
Wilh our flartiftg^^ differ/ ^d^H kMl^ In 
Fifttiic'*; t •Nvant ii6t tfte Jrnfeiiis aflfrfBirf. 
i^ce^ JhrfeJ)^ndeiA of IHe ij[\ife^. Lef t^ 
then avow oiir tinibn, and thtfii cortVefft inir 
dear Mattlda'is tenderness, aTw&)^s l^ fil:^ 
iMitm, alike iht& h^r virtUe Und hk ha^ 
^inees; Therb, saf^ ii^ni ilie ^n'^iH<fe 
<>f tHi tabeth, ive Hiayl without ffeir ordiS- 
Itohour^ quietly await her dissolatiori. I^a^ 
gln6, my loVe, the e^jufsitfe lr«fis)^rt bf 
encireliil^ tiife thVone of your hiothi^r wl'tR 
lovfely pledges of our union t so, while ^m»- 
pife fflk every power of her imagiridtWrti. 



iubtuv9. may throb through erepy pul$e ttr 
herhef^rt 

The.ibijd^ f^Bcl viMour^ 6oated alike 
through n^y Innunt Lord Leiefister, ht- 
difierent to the opinion of thequjeen, re- 
solved to wfi,it qiifber without entering intp- 
the reasons of hii^ return j, which was alrea- 
dy known through the court Elizabeth 
had for some time kept her chamber, nia- 
vertheless she permitted him an a^idience 
ere she left her bed* I knew her caprkl- 
ous temper, and while meditating what 
line she meant to pumue, several of her la- 
dies then in waiting eame out of her cham- 
ber ; the last^f whom told me it was her 
pleasure, that J, alone should witness her 
conversation with lord Leicester. Consdr 
ence ahivered my whole frame, and I enterr 
ed the .apartment as a condemned wretch 
would that wh«« the rack was preparing 
Lord Leicester, equally surprised, pointe4 
out by an /expressive glance a place where 
the closed curtain would prevent her re«- 
marking the changes of my countenance 
and thither^ more dead than alive, I took 
jpy station.— >" Leicester,.^ aaid ' she,, in a 
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languishing voice, **thjr unexpected re- 
turn upon the news of my indisposition' iir 
a fresh mark of thy watchful duty and un- 
wearied affection. I have long re^ist^ 
tliat tender inclination which distinguished 
thee in earliest youth; but now, when t 
have no potent enemy to^ar, I may crown 
thy passion, and indulge my own, without 
endangering myself or the state. A new 
plot I have discovered to release Maiy, ren- ' 
dors it absolutely necessary that I should, 
by marrying, cut off her hopes and thdse 
of her party ; I shall now, in turn, surprise 
them. Long have I weighed the businesi^ 
in. my mind, and frequently det^minedto 
recall thee ; but thy unexpected return, by 
evincing the. strength of thy tendemeiss^ 
demands an immediate recompence. Take 
then at last the so long-withheld hffiid of 
EUzabeth, who thus resigns all authority ' 
over thecy except that thy heart gives her;** 
She paused, extending a withered hand, 
Lotd Leicester, confused beyond all ex- 
pression, and expecting me to drop senses 
less every moment, hesitated a few. broken 
sentJSDces of &int gratitude^ and k|s8cdtfa^ 



fat^ Ifmd slie no IdDger with^^eirj fh^ 

and^ cSh hpiY: compmben^ive^waii the lick ! 
--•♦ I {ifQtc^Keiby tb§r fren^ft^a^ tnyilord,^" 
ccfiitiniifd shft^ '< hbWi.mudli^L-haipe:tuiu 
pilsfid.tbe^. Rrcdv^rj tby^sdfi Myielee- 

shfyUi fcie ioEunedtate^ toitna-tify Matyu I 
find uiy&elf wi^l eoough to quit my cbaio* 
ber ( it i9 my intention tfaou shouldst Ifesld. 
m^ .hfiMe thi« jeyening, and» by. talulij^a^. 
reg9l.$eatiund^ the^sBine oanopj^, poepare. 
the ki^dom for the dedar^ioq I pufpose * 
m«king'.to-au>m>w. Tlie ceremony. o£' 
es|it>imd:wlU demand. time and splendour^ 
bu^<)\mer more sifsiii thou quit her wha 
fipdf^' afttti trying every. effiirt, that it is/ 
imifite^bl^ to lijvec without * thee." 

'Xfafsm.^ce» iuatano^dfi nature oi timid t 
beings^ wboni . darl^iiess merely < would ^de- 
priv^:o£.tb^r j»mesi^ who yet^ on d^qpei^te* 
eniergehdes, Jsnoounter tine jarring: ele- 
ments withjout/sUrinking. I, who had till 
thatdttomfotbeeiir. composed of tears and 
treinblifig,\.nowrfiBiuid I must no longesr 
haj^ ini.he]iJeggt w^agfat on j(he ihl&avbvof Joy* 



husband ; and 1)l$89ing tteorap^vshick 
made h^r select m^ a$ tb^ qnly mtMSSiof 
her dptagci, 1 leant against the tap^tiy^ and 
endeavour^ l}y. a s^lf-cqll^tingiiir, to torn, 
hipa for, t)ie QCdisu:)!!. I had the misery to 
see lus fortitude, diminish in proportion as 
mine increased, atad that after struggling 
with his feelings till almost <^nviulsed» he 
was, obliged to quit the presence of the 
quc^^n preeipitdtely, and scarcely could his. 
failing limbs convey him thence. ; The 
attfindffiiiit^i before disppussed^ now entering, 
th^ queen call^ the lady Latimer to. her. 
bedisi^e, and I foUaw^ the foQtst€;|xs of my 
lord-r— '^ Heavens »id earth," cried I# on 
loqldng round, in, vain for him, "what i^. 
now to become of me! Even EUiopr, 
my only comfort, fate had cruelly ,rohbed 
me of, nor was she to be found throuf^ut . 
the whole palapp. Ere th^ tumults of my . 
mi^d could subside into recollection, I was 
informed lady Arundell's b^rge waited to 
convey me to Chels^, where she wa& . 
greatly indisposed Ei^ily imagintng tiiat . 
this waft a feint of iQiyi Leicester's to unfoU 

his 6«r\t;iiner4S]tO:a»e itt ta&tyf Ihaatepedi 
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into it» aind wi» conveyed to the fatal sa* 
loon on the banks of the Thames, once 
consecrated to love and pleasure only. I 
found lord Leicester alone with his niece, 
measuring the apartment with unequal 
steps and a distracted air; he took my 
hand, and softening with pity for my situ- 
ation, led me to a seat, and threw himself 
by me. His tears bedewed the hand he 
kissed.—** Support yourself stiH, my soul," 
said he ; ** the crisis is come unawares^ and 
fate is beforehand with our intentions. 
EHzabeth indeed has surprised me, but as 
her passion, however weak and absurd, is 
generous^ it now stabs me to the heart. 
To suffer her tb publish it to the world, to 
stamp with ridicule my sovereign, my be- 
ne&ctress, would no doubt awaken her 
most mortal hatred, and rob me of my own 
esteem. Matilda, my love, can you sup- 
port the truth and all the truth ? Did I 
not tell you that, one day or another, your 
anxious wish for seeing your mother free 
might interfere with your own happiness ? 
It has indeed ; for even at the moment the 
queen, in toider confidence;, imparted to m« 
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a ^It9l; €6^rele&s«f Sfory she m€Sfit m^dH^tU 
ate by Herowrf ms*ridge, itJy sksSciVf soil! 
upbraided me as an abettor, if hot a prih-^ 
dpal, in that plot; Usppy in tfa6 ideA 6i* 
surprising you vi^iffe its ^Vtefit, aahid' ft* 
firorii expecting ' so di:i(ti'a6rdirMi(ry a one ' oti 
the part of the qu^n, I (fed by papers 
lord Burleigh gave liie ere I cait^d her 
at)artmenf, that the enthusiastic ai^^sstiaMCs 
of Mary medlfeited the inartyrtlorti cjf EHi 
sabeth ; and Kave r^^tsbn to imaginef, thaft 
she by this time MoWi th^ jtiHn #hoifi she 
was willing to level with Ijersdf/ has beeii 
capable of soinfamous a cbncfealinent Nay, 
how do I know hoW far I may be inelufded in 
the barbarity? She may be l6d tb btHeVe, 
that the hand to which she gave Kdr oWn 
an hour ago, Was armed with a dagger^ and 
ready every moment to use it. My life is 
at st^ke, and, oh ! what is infinitefy dearer, 
every virtue which once I hoped Would 
long survive me, cancelled by ingratitude.*' 
The agitations of his mind almost depti^ifl 
him of his senses. I threw myself af hiis 
feet.—" Oh ! if ever the unfortutl«6^ Ma- 
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tildawas d^r to you," cried I, ^^rum shenr 
it— now struggle to endure for her-j-has 
she ever feared to do 8o for you ? It is 
in vain to hope any thing from Elizabeth ; 
as drcnmstances appear, she must condemn 
you. Already I see you in the Tower — ^I 
see Uiose gates open to receive you that 
have entombed so many alike noble and 
iimooent. If you would have the babe its 
mothef^s anguish almost urges into a pre« 
mature existence— oh ! if you would have 
it see the light of heaven, plunge her no 
fiuHier in despair. Fly now, rum^ this 
▼eiy moment while we have yet the power. 
While you Uve, your innocence may yet 
be vindicated ; and while you live, I may 
perhaps be able to do so." 

Lord I^icester, shaking his head, gave a 
deep sigh — 4t sigh more soul-pierdng than 
the jnost violent agitation. — ^ You know 
not what you say, my love," returned he ; 
** even now, in all probability, my house is 
surrounded, and expresses dispatched to 
close every port in the kingdom, should I 
attempt to leave it ; and hardly is there a 
rustic in England to whom my features 
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are unknown. One expedient alone le- 
mains, and greatly would that soften the 
strdke. You are neither exposed to my 
danger, nor, like me, the marked of every 
eye — ^flight is still in your power, and in 
you I shall think myself safe — ^put yoursdf 
under the pi^otectlon — " — " Never,'* cried 
I, starting up with vehemence ; ** I am 
your wife : that holy title I will maintain 
before men and angels, and nothing— no* 
thing, I in turn solemnly swear, shall part 
us. I will, with watchfiil duty, share the 
prison to which I shall always remember I 
havecondemned you ; and, di ! if yourfate 
is accelerated by my means, be assured I 
alike will share your grave.** — ** One hope 
of safety is yet yours," oied lady Anindell. 
** How could it escape yon that l;he Recess 
may still supply a sad and dear asylum till 
we can judge of circumstances?" The 
thought had indeed occurred to me, but I 
dared not name the memorial of the pre- 
sent misfortune. I examined his eyes in d- 
lence.—^ My gentle love, my sweet Maiiilda, 
can I resolve to grieve thee ?" sighed he ; 
^ speak, would you wish me to conduct 
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n^sp^e^ Jjfe " 18 it {J9sj^et? Hour caa 
yoji^^upppEt ^ ip#vi$able ditig>j<Bs.pf the 
jouii^y, «i4tb tfep a44itio!J of ltf.#p{as, I9 
y-jOtH*. ^90at situati<H^ 7'*-^*' il Pf&tWPP<Q«at 
1W»y tWijg, ©very thiflfc" aip^edj, ifm^- 

ray iawfii *' J vifl, .if f«»i^ lw» # «» 

i)FeJini4 proper .»1^^^9»|s?"'^"iWe^!WiS 
h«»e iPpBp witih a*^" r9liMme4,l<8idMit4h 
$(» ; ♦*: I.rely 9111 ypujr c^re ^,<niPiPM#tM 

) of lihe s^<pe|: of i^ ]^(ec^99, w^^er Jb^ (^ 

' loJteiy lift sni «wv«y iWArti .c«8, .at jj^feri- 

&Oi)i tppies, tlietrewure ^^f>u]^^i}) Ijh^^WH 
t|#j while with «^ v€(nprayfi,%lier-^|J»^ 
of mff Jk>Y§» w/e ^«t ypur fiirthf r infc^iRa^ 
tiflii^Vr" Ah, Imw Iwppy w»i%" aflsW 
J, * .y9Mr f<^?4nff8^ pbligodjne W kom to 
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ride ! now can I fbQow you, fearless of any 
thing but Elizabeth. * ' Supply me, dew 
lady Arundell, but with the homely gai^b of 
a servant ; my lord must have recourse to 
the disguise of a pointer, invented and 
worn on a happier occasion ; yet if evai I 
hardly knew him in it, who else shall dis- 
cover him ? Oh, haste, my darling ftiend ! 
secure us the fleetest horses. I seem every 
moment environed with the guards of Eli- 
zabeth-^when shall we be any thing but 
a trouble to you ?** 

The amiable lady Arundell provided all 
in the manner required, and we set off iiQ^ 
mediately ; ere sunset we reached a pea- 
sant's cot near St. Alban's, where my lord 
insisted we might with safety take a'Kttle 
rest ; which indeed I greatly required. Ac- 
customed to pass and repass that road for 
ever, he fancied he remembered every &oe 
he saw, and I too surely thought all re- 
membered him. Our rustic host and his 
wife seemed just to have understanding 
enou^ to connect the idea of mystery 
with us, and I roused my lord ere Ineak of 
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Awtm^fGsr mf^rngm vm^ifn^^ppf^ 

ftw^ tjjeirs, pMCj^nig pur jPttTO^y I;gr 

/prMyr i^uoipt^ with ^hs;gro!m4' i 

went through hicredibl^ .^tig^es DPPQm- 
phisWfe ff#Og Wf whole ^* yfi\h no 

4i#^ WRPJied hy a, girl ^smg pfi/sgi^ 
.{4oP& tijt *B th^ swn w«B. iW^iplpg, we 

l«nt's ^fbhey- At t^^Q we\lilwi«!WP pros- 
:pfqt IWbW^-Cm«.te<Wijjy ey^^ygm^ved 
ever tlje wbele Vfith. S¥P»)^0?» <?vir fiy^^t 
^qa§ gnly fm excite. ?}a^iff«? 9e(^f4 tp 
lifig^lihe wopdiwitb deeper i|e|:^WWN*l® 

Iqnop^ce afiei»ed t^ imi ^pi^x tfe^' ^h^jjie 

of the willows whi^b every where fringed 



ite daai^in^ aiiAilHe/fta^M|AQdi«tilll d^if- 
famA fliue mpoifirliQi^efitnfdiifaafllQrite to 

-fiesskin of i)By: beart, akidiieirni'iiiiffiirtcixie 
ncas>&>r the moment attclNAidtfdj 

^^.Hesd)^' cried I, ctbeddaipf'iBy liime, 

mlim« HHeishallbefiafia— AhJ imrai^An mf^, 

rhttib'wftiiiftay be happy.!/ WMyf^iuu^yaQm' 

-not Biose hotars ]ieluni{Wib»..:ii« #P9fc XMt 

'•«*4faiMe -houfls of undescritiiAib l^^ity ? 

ffhsi^ilaBdscape then bounded ^tmi^vriafeM; 

-in iUfuirraiB iHiolie is eontaftfi«il. aUiHeoes- 

^ni^ (to iofxa^mc^ m ourselvet siUiii<Hifm«ry 

M bopfAMns : but society^ that fiial^ bies^- 

ings,; biinjgiB wil^ it evils death only can 

cuite t And tibe vei^cabie fiither iUdthony, 

wUh mha* jey««*Ali, with what sovmwv WiU 

he lieimive us i-r^fcorewasned ev«n by our 

preaeii^ of 0ffli0tapn» he .will haf^y dare 

to indulge the raptofe 6f a raoibent." tBve- 

< vy a»Qtira«nt aad sensatioti aain^iiig ifei my 

-mind fflled ihe interval ^re/ we anivdd ^t 

the sjpoty wbeie my heart reeogniied . the 

^minutest oia^edt. Atightmg at wnur dis- 

•tance, k»d Leicestei^ fiasteBeiol. the {hctties^ki 

kn ofaBoiive part of ihe. wood, and Km <^ro- 
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oeeded oiif^totiie lienmt!^ca¥e. £vien« 
ihg begtfH, iiow t0 globm aver the hemi-^ 
sf^ere. Ilnd kdbee agreed not io qpen 
my Iip|8 tifi^Mfibnlhad b}^ d^^rees reveal- 
ed himself to^fiU^er Anthony, whose en- 
feeUed semet tnight not be able to resist 
the surprise; biit bo^ did *that return 
upon ours^es, wh^:a voice with whidfi 
we were mt a oqusin ted Md usenta*! Heart- 
^triiok^ I eangfat the arm of lord Laoester, 
wild' 'Mgerly inquired .after the hemut. 
— ^'^iSeiisIs vbiei6n dead tiiese ten days,** re* 
tumtM'ftiie man, ^' and is. int^red amoi^ 
the d^fcfoq)e family in the vaults dt St 
VinceiitV Abbey ; I am placed here to pro- 
tect tbe few elFeets he left behind, till his 
relaliomk shall direct what is to be done 
with them;"^-*'' And thus vanish our hopes 
of safety, peace, and pleasure,^ signed I, 
taming disconsolately^ from Hie cave. 
^' Oh, sainted Aiithony ! I have now no 
tears ifor thee^ and that loss I latdy should 
have died floods for, is now heard -with 
ihdiftfenoe. Where, wretched wanderws 
as we are ! wb^rp now can we betake our* 
sdves? Had we staid in London, ftiend- 



^ \ *• 



v^ h^Jj^ ^,W^\ Iwown ^ypu ^ 
tl\&^t wdj t^ . jpft§3^ssprs ©f St. Yifleeiijlf j5 

3$^ know f p©V whp thQse ^v^, m^ wbeithssr 
we.'^iglft^tfPii^t o^r^Lvy$$tiQto.the fpwer 
Qf.ffiijr.yiffrst.^w^^ ! my ,lov% 

Mr)j^w^9 yp4i , wJ9fer fi?r .my sake ! Witi^ 

ifj ;^ap,to.*ff€|fit JMWI^gttl, »*tiM» Ml Wd 

Imm^ ^^U if wly.QP the cte«»p eart^.'^^ 

ter, supporting me in his am^, ,h<W hav^ 
we deserved this accumulation of evils ? 
Let us wind through the wood; who knows, 
my Matilda, but Providence has left 
the gate of the tomb open to shelter us. 
It is plain the peasant who inhabits the 
cave, is not aaqju^^i^to^r witl^ the secrets of 
father Anthcmy, and, in all probability, 
that of the Recess died with him. Oh, 
struggle a little, but a little, my love ! some- 
thing bids me think Heaven will yet pro- 
tect us," 

Fainting between want of nourishment 
asai c mee s sivo #rtagvie, i yet strove to fel- 
low my lord, but did it so slowly, that 
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ight entirely involved 'us ere we wached 
le tomb^ %ong custom, however, en- 
Ued me to lead him aright^^^ It is open,** 
ried be„ in a' transport of joy ; ^ oraae, my 
»ve, and let me assist you to enter.** He 
id so, but hardly was I withm it, ere I 
)und myself violently seised by several 
ersons, who instantly stopping my mouth, 
eprived me of Strength to ciy out, had 
leavefi i^nt it me; but agony and horror 
) entirely overcame m^ I sunk senseless 
1 their arms. 
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